Queen, princesses receive condolences 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Majesty Queen Noor, Their Royal Highnes- 
ses Princess Banna, Princess Sarvath and Princess Taghrid and other 
members of the Royal Family on Wednesday received condolences 
over the death of Queen Z an A 1 Sharaf from wives of the prime 
minister, the chief of the Royal Court, the speakers of the Upper and 
Lower Houses of Parliament, wives of former prime ministers and 
wives of pre sent and former ministers and the King's advisors. They 
also accepted condolences from Minister of Industry and Trade Rhna 
Khalaf, members of the Upper House of Parliament Leila Sharaf and 
Nana Rashdan, wives of the directors of Public Security and General 
Intelligence departments and heads of diplomatic missions, in addition 
to representatives of the Royal Medical Services, the Christian 
community in Jordan, Royal Court staff and representatives of the 
various women’s organisations in the Kingdom. 
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Pilgrims extend condolences to King 

AMMAN (J.T.) — About 1,500 Israeli Arab pilgrims Wednesday 
arrived at Ghor Nimreen in the central Jordan Valley en rtnite to 
Mecca to perform this year’s pilgrimage. In a amemeniio the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, head of the pilgrims mission Ibrahim i Nimr 
Hussein expressed his heaitfelc condolences and those of the pilgrims 
to His Majesty King Hussein, His Royal Highness Crown ftince 
Hassan, His Royal Highness Prince Mohammad and the Royal 
Family, over the death ot Queen Zero Ai Sharaf, the Queen Mother, 
on Tuesday. He thanked the Jordanian government for the fadliocs 
and arrangements made for their pilgrimage. Another group oflJOO 
pilgrims wffl arrive at Ghor Nimreen Thursday en route to Mecca. 
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Condolences pour in from Jordanians and foreign countries 
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Royal Guards officers carry the coffbi of Her Mother, at tiro outset or Wednesday’s funeral 
Majesty Queen Zchi Al Sharaf, die Queen (photo by Yousef Al ‘ABan) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Zein Al 
Sharaf, the Queen Mother, 
was bid to rest at the Royal 
C emeter y on Wednesday in 
a solemn ceremony after 
Amend prayers at the Royal 
Guards Masque. 

Hh Majesty King Hus- 
sein, IBs Royal High— « 
Crown Prince Hamam and 

other members of the Royal 
Family led the mourners, 
who foduded governmen t 
and Parliament leaden, 
judges, royal court offlcUs, 
senior officials from aD 
branches of the govern- 
ment, Muslim and Christ- 
ian clergy, Arab and fore- 
ign diplomats and repre- 
sentatives of several coun- 
tries as well as tiro President 
of Mafi and a special envoy 
of the Omani sultan. 

The funeral services, 
transmitted ttve on televi- 
sion and radio, started with 
a motor ca de oaiyi n g the 
body of tbe fade Queen leav- 
ing the Basman Palace, 
where it was kept over- 
night, to the Raghdaa 
Palace. 

The oakwood coffin, 
draped in Jordanian 
fhg, was placed atop a gun- 
carriage by 10 army oflkxrs 
and the funeral procession 
Started with the khg and 
the Crown Prince Im- 
mediately behind the cor- 
tege, which was led by the 
raifi tary band. 

Funeral prayers were 
held at the Royal Guards 
Mosque and then theftmer- 



A scene from the Amend procession (photo by Yousef Al ‘Alan) 

al processioif proceeded to EQs Royal High ness Prince 
the Royal Cemetery, where Mohammad, who looked 
the of the late Queen too overcome by grief to 

was bid to rest hi tbe same remain at then- side for 

tomb where the late Khg long. 

Tahri was laid to rest faa Ca nd oi ru ccs conflaard to 

1974. poor hi from afl over the 

Following the ttatrd, world. 

King Hussein and Crown Among those raffing the 

Prince Hassan accepted Kmg personally to express 

condolences. They were condolences were Yemeni 

joined for a short wide by President All Abdullah 


Saleh, and Lebanese Presi- 
dent EHas Hrawi and Tur- 
kish President Suleiman 
DemheL 

fWr* aSm came frot® 
American President BiR 
CBatom, Rnudan Piuk l cnt 
Boris YcRsto,CUaese Pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin, French 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand, Palestine libcratian 
Or gM ds a tbu (FLO) Chair- 


man Yasser Arafat, Resi- 
dent Demirel, Turkish 
Prime Minister Tansu Cil- 
ler and Turkish Foreign 
Moister ffikmrt Ceiteen. 

Cables of condolences 
were sent by Saudi Arabia’s 
King Fabd, King Hassan H 
of Morocco, Sheikh Issa 
Ben SatwMH Al of 

• (Continued on page 5) 
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fine tuning” the U.S. 
accepted a Jordanian p roposal 
on a new land-based system of 
verifying compliance until in- 
ternational sanctions against 
Iraq without the need to inter- 
cept ships at midsea. 

The acceptance came after 
months of deliberations which 
prompted the King to link Jor- 


, CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and tiro Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) agreed 
here Wednesday to bold open- 
ended talks until they finally 
seal an accord on launching 
Palestinian self-rule. 

“From now on, we will con- 
tinue in open session until the 
accord is signed," chief PLO 
negotiator Nabil Shaath told 
reporters. 

“We will continue work over 
the weekend to draft the 
accord,” which is to be signed 
in the Egyptian capital by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, he said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Sbi- 
tnon Peres will hold talks with 
Mr. Arafat here on Thursday 
to prepare the ground for a 
meeting between the PLO 
chairman and Mr. Rabin, the 
Israeli foreign ministry said. 

Sources close to the ministry 
added that Mr. Rabin had in- 
structed Mr. Peres to stay on 
with tbe Israeli autonomy 
negotiators until a final accord 
was clinched for launching self- 
rule in Gaza and Jericho. 

fn contrast to last week, 
when Dr. Shaath said the 
accord would be ready for sign- 
ing between May 2 and May 4, 
he declined to forecast a date. 

“It’s difficult to fix a date 
from now,” Dr. Shaath said. 

U.S. Secretaiy of State War- 
ren Christopher was due in 
( Cairo late Wednesday and was 
’also expected to meet Mr. 
Peres and Mr. Arafat, as well 
as Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

Mr. Christopher will stay in 
the hotel where the self-rule 
negotiations are taking place, 
winch is across the road from 
Mr- Arafat's residence. 

“Arafat-Peres-Warren 
Christopher. All of these meet- 
ings are here to signal to our 
people that it is very immi- 


nent,” said Dr. Shaath. “The 
final draft agreement is close to 
being finished.” 

He said his Israeli counter- 
part, General Amnon Shahafc. 
would fly home for consulta- 
tions in Israel but return on 
Thursday. 

Disputes over the size of an 
autonomous Jericho and PLO 
demands to post a Palestinian 
soldier on the King Hussein 
Bridge are to be left for Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Rabin to re- 
solve, Dr. Shaath said. 

“But otherwise we are trying 
not to leave anything to our 
leaderships,” said the nego- 
tiator. 

A PLO official said Palesti- 
nians hope Mr. Christopher 
will lean on Israel to cede more 
authority in autonomous areas. 

Faisal Al Husseini, PLO 
leader in the occupied territor- 
ies. said Israeli negotiators 
were jeopardising future secur- 
ity in the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho by limiting Palestinian 
power. 

“I believe that the Israeli 
policy is to reduce our author- 
ity, which for sure will reduce 
our control and that will re- 
duce our ability to provide 
security,” said Mr. Husseini, 
who is visiting Cairo. 

Mr. Husseini told reporters 
the Palestinian delegation here 
would inform Mr. Christopher 
of some of the issues obstruct- 
ing the launch of Palestinian 
self-rule. 

He would be told of the 
difficulties “so that he can try 
to convince the Israelis to 
change” some of the positions, 
Mr. Husseini said. 

Mr. Husseini said although 
the issue of jurisdiction in the 
territories remained “the main 
obstacle” there had been a 
breakthrough. 

He said both sides had 
agreed that the Israeli military 
controlling tile three lateral 


roads linking Israel to the set- 
tlements in Gaza would have 
the right to question non- 
Israeli and non-Palestinian 
foreigners. 

If the visitors were accused 
of a serious crime, then they 
would be handed over to 
Palestinian authorities, Mr. 
Husseini said. 

But the two sides still dis- 
agree on who should have the 
right to try a Palestinian who 
attacked a settler, be said, 
adding he was not taking part 
in the talks. 

He insisted the future 
Palestinian authorities should 
be given ‘’full powers,” saying 
incomplete powers would re- 
duce their ability “to provide 
total security,” in Gaza, where 
Jewish settlements will remain, 
and m Jericho. 

Another PLO official said 
Israel had agreed in principle 
to free 3,400 more Palestinian 
prisoners in return for an 
amnesty for thousands of 
Palestinian collaborators. 

Israel has already agreed to 
release 5,000 prisoners once a 
deal on launching Palestinian 
self-rule is signed with tbe 
PLO. 

The PLO official, who re- 
fused to be named, said Israel 
had agreed to the additional 
releases provided the PLO 
announced an amnesty for ab- 
out 3,000 Palestinian collabor- 
ators, who live in special camps 
protected by the Israeli army. 

It was uncertain whether the 
PLO had agreed to meet the 
terms, and the timetable for 
the prisoners release was still 
under discussion. 

Israel was still examining the 
cases of some of the 3,400 
prisoners, as it has vowed not 
to free any Palestinians in- 
volved in attacks on Israelis. 

Both sides agreed on the 

. (Contained on page 5) 
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Jordan Times Staff Reporter was not “100 per cent cc 

plete” and that the Kingd 
AMMAN — After the U.S. was awaiting final agreenn 
announced its acceptance of a and implementation beft 
Jordanian proposal to ease the announcing its return to i 
naval blockade against the port Middle East peace negoi 
of Aqaba, the Kingdom will tions. 
await final agreement and im- At a joint conference ti 
plementation before renewing followed a meeting in Lone 
its full participation in the with His Majesty King H 
peace process, a senior Jorda- sein, U.S. Secretary of St 
man official said Wednesday. Warren Christoph 
Information Minister Jawad announced that “subject 
AI Anani told the Jordan fine tuning” the U, 
Times that the Kingdom is accepted a Jordanian propc 
satisfied with the U.S. move, on a new land-based system 
which be said, had “removed a verifying compliance until 
major obstacle and has allowed terna tional sanctions agai 

the Kingdom to shift its poa- Iraq without the need to ini 
tion towards renewed parti- cept ships at midsea. 
ripation in Hie peace process.” The acceptance came ai 
But he pointed out that the months of deliberations wh 
U.S.- Jordan agreement over prompted the King to link J 

2 Israeli soldiers 
stabbed in Jerusalem 


dan’s return to the peace talks 
with Israel to an end to the 
sea-based inspections of all 
Jordan-bound vessels by a 
U.S.-led naval force which 
Washington calls tiro multina- 
tional Interception Force 
(MIF). 

Dr. Anani said that the 
U.S.’ positive response is an 
indication of the “unfolding 
realisation of Jordan’s impor- 
tant role," another issue that 
Jordan tied to tbe renewal of 
Jordan's participation m the 
talks. 

King Hussein had told repre- 
sentatives of Security Council 
member countries that he be- 
lieved the pressure on Jordan 
■with the Aqaba siege was 
humiliating to Jordan and indi- 
cated a lack of appreciation for 
Jordan's positive role in prom- 


oting peace in the region. 

Dr. Anani, who said that the 
problem with tbe U.S. could 
have been averted earlier, said 
that this latest move will con- 
tribute positiyely to tbe “credi- 
bility of U.S. policies" in the 
Kingdom. 

Politicians and analysts in- 
terviewed by the Jordan Times 
agreed that tiro Jordan-U.S. 
agreement has placed Jordan 
back into its traditionally im- 
portant role in tbe Middle East 
peace process. 

Jordan had stuck to its con- 
ditions out of total frustration 
with the U.S. on two occasions 
where Arabs and Israelis were 
meeting for multilateral nego- 
tiations, Jordan sent only low- 
level observers to attend the 
meetings and held back “active 
participation." 


In tbe multilateral meeting 
on water, held for the first time 
in a Gulf state, Oman, Jordan 
balanced its need to underline 
that it was not going to play a 
spoiler role by boycotting the 
meeting with a reiteration to its 
ultimatum on Aqaba. The 
Jordanian observer to that 
meeting managed to delay the 
issuing of recommendations at 
tbe end of that meeting for 
several hours before allowing 
the meeting to conclude for the 
sake of maintaining Amman’s 
relations with Muscat. 

Observers believe that hav- 
ing been awarded a dignified 
way out of what was threaten- 
ing to escalate into an open 
confrontation with Washing-, 
ton, Jordan is now willing to. 

(Conthmed on page 5) 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian 
stabbed two Israeli soldiers at 
an indoor Jerusalem shopping 
mall on Wednesday, police had 
said. 

Both Israelis were in fair 
condition and in hospital, 
police said. 

Police said that the two sol- 
diers were sitting outside one 
of the gates to the mall when a 
young Arab man shouting 
u AUahu Akbar” stabbed them 
in the back,and fled. 

Tbe assailant was caught at 
a nearby construction site by 
two policemen and two bus 
drivers. 

An Israeli soldier was found 
stabbed to death in the West 
Bank last week. Hamas 
claimed responsibility for that 
attack. 

Palestinian leaders will urge 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to press Israel to 
ease restrictions on the occu- 
pied tern to ires when they meet 
in east Jerusalem on Friday. . 

“Tie main subject on we 
agenda with Christopher will 
be the situation in the occupied 
territories and continued 
Israeli settlement,” said Saeb 
Erakat, head of the Palestinian 
delegation to Middle East 
peace talks in Washington. 

Previous meetigns between 


Palestinian representatives and 
U.S. envoys concentrated on 
the bilateral negotiations, but 
with tbe launch of self-rule 
expected shortly, life in the 
occupied territories will 
dominate Friday’s session. 

“We will focus this time on 
asking Christopher to pressure 
Israel to end the siege on the 
territories and to stop settle- 
ment activities," Dr. Erakat 
said. 

Israel totally sealed off the 
West Bank ami Gaza Strip on 
April 7 lifter a bomber blew up 
a bus killing eight Israelis in 
revenge for the Feb. 25 Heb- 
ron mosoue massacre of more 
than 30 Palestinians. 

Despite a slight lifting of tbe 
closure, thousands of Palesti- 
nians have lost theif jobs and 
life is severely disrupted by the 
ban on entry into Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Hanan Ashrawi, the .former 
Palestinian spokeswoman who 
now heads a human rights 
group, said: “There is a great 
gap now between the peace 
process and the situation mi 
the ground here.” 

Faisal Husseini, the head of 
the mainstream Palestine li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
movement Fateh on the West 
Bank, will lead tbe Palestinian 
delegation , 


S. Africans flock to vote; 
whites held as blast suspects 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — - Black South Africans 
weaned on tbe dream of poli- 
tical power endured blazing 
snn, slashing rain and aidless 
queues to vote Wednesday, as 
police hailed a breakthrough 
against right-wingers intent on 
bombing the country back to 
apartheid. 

Police Commissioner Johan 
Van der Merwe told a news 
conference here detectives had 
arrested 31 right-wing suspects 
hours after a white man in- 
jured 16 people, two of them 
seriously, with a car-bomb that 
wrecked the entrance to tbe 
international departures hall at 


Jan Smuts Airport. 

Mr. Van der Merwe said the 
suspects were linked to the 
airport blast and massive car- 
bombs that killed nine people 
Sunday in downtown Johan- 
nesburg and 10 more at a black 
taxi rank m Genniston east of 
the city Monday. 

Some of them were mem- 
bers of the neo-Nazi Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement (AWB), 
and one was a policeman, he 
said, denying any high-level 
complicity in the force. 

“We have good reason to 
believe that tbe persons we 
arrested are the brains behind 
the tenor acts,” he said. “We 


have for the immediate future 
taken tiro core out of the radic- 
al right wing. 

“Quantities of weapons, 
ammunition and explosives 
have also been seized,” Mr. 
Van der Merwe added, as de- 
tectives showed journalists 
plastic explosives they had con- 
fiscated. 

Thousands of blacks waited 
in vain for polling stations to 
open, and many strode off in 
disgust as officials were over- 
whelmed by numbers in a 
country where only a few had 
ever voted before. 

(Continued on page 5) 



Mark on Your Calendar 

a n i 

iti i (I it presents 

‘Artists Expressions in Wool” 

Sunday, May 8 - Sunday, May 15 
10 a.m. - 9 p.m. 

y " _ ... \ •• • •' -- 







I 


Middle East News 


Arabs urged to stop wasting water 


By Naritm Ktvash 

Ageace France Prcssc 


ABU DHABI — Arab stales 
should work to stop wasting 
water resources, faced with a 
steady increase in consumption 
due to rapid population 
growth, an official study says. 

The study by the Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) said 
the Arab World had less than 
one per cent of the world's 
water resources and its per 
capita share of water was a 
fraction of the world average. 

It gave no figures for current 
demand but said consumption 
had steadily risen over the past 
few years and would reach 370 
billion cubic metres in the year 
2000, and 390 billion cubic 
metres in 2010. 

The study said the steady rise 
in water consumption ■ meant 
that in the long term the Arab 
needed to make intensive 
efforts to map out realistic 
national plans to develop water 
resources. 

They would have to cover 
the development of competent 
institutions and rationalisation 


of water resources. 

“Rationalisation win have a 
great effect on meeting de- 
mand because there is a big 
loss of water that could be 
reduced to acceptable levels 
through effective surveillance 
techniques and systems," said 
the study, prepared jointly 
with tire Kuwaiti-based Arab 
fund for economic and social 
development. 

It put Arab sweet ground 
water reserves at 7.73 trillion 
cubic metres, accounting for 
0.07 per cent of the world's 
reserves. 

River water is estimated at 
315 billion cubic metres per 
year, accounting for 0.7 per- 
cent of the world’s river water. 
Another eight billion cubic 
metres per year conies from 
desalination plants in desert 
Gulf states, it said. 

Per capita share of water in 
the 22-member Arab League is 
estimated at 1,407 cubic 
metres, compared with a world 
average of 12,900 cubic 
metres. 

Around 90 per cent of the 
170 billion cubic metres used in 


the Arab World annually went 
into agriculture. “This shows 
the importance of rationalising 
water consumption is this sec- 
tor,” die report said. 

Water is one of the main 
issues on the agenda of the 
Arab- Israeli peace negotia- 
tions, along with refugees, the 
environment, the economy and 
arms control. 

The latest round of water 
talks, held in Oman last week, 

brought together delegates 
from 44 countries and orga- 
nisations. 


The meeting produced 
agreements on five major pro- 
jects, including setting iq> a 
water desalination research 
centre in the Omani capital 
Muscat. 

Experts said an agreement 
on water in the Middle East 
was needed to prevent a fresh 
conflict in the region, where 
most countries are sufferin g 
from a water Shortage- 
Water problems have 
already soured relations be- 
tween Turkey and its Arab 
neighbours Syria and Iraq, 


which depend mainly on rivets 
flowing from Turkey. 

The report by the Abu 
Dhabi-based AMF showed wa- 
ter resources varied widely in 
Arab countries. 

Egypt has the bulk of ground 
water, estimated at six trillion 
cubic metres, while Sudan and 
Iraq have the biggest river wa- 
ter resources, at 131.6 billion 
cubic metres. 

Jordan, a participant in the 

bilateral negotiations with 
Israel, has only 700 million 
cubic metres of river water and 
12 billion cubic metres of 
underground water. 

The report showed under- 

r nd water was negligible in 
occuped territories, while 
river water stood at only 130 
million cubic metres. 

The report said that to de- 
velop their water resources and 
stop waste, Arab states should 
work to identify leakage prob- 
lems, introduce of water facili- 
ties, exploit underground wa- 
ter which flows into the sea and 
recycle irrigation and sewage 
water. 


Scholars agree Sudan status quo unviable 


BOSTON (USIA) — The cur- 
rent situation in Sudan — poli- 
tically, economically and 
morally — represents “the 
deepest crisis” the country has 
faced since independence, 
according to U.S. and 
Sudanese scholars who 
gathered here April 20-23 for 
the Third International Meet- 
ing of the Sudan Studies Asso- 
ciation. 

Many conference partici- 
pants argned that ance the 
system has for four decades 
blocked a genuine North- 
Sooth dialogue and equitable 
division of power, partition 
looms as the only viable 
alternative if the people of 
Southern Sudan are to regain 
their human rights and econo- 
mic well-being. 

For Dr. Carolyn Ruehr- 
Lobban, however, partition is 
avoidable if secular politicians 
in the Arab/Muslim north and 
Christian/ aninrist south can 
“rise to the challenge” and 
create a “new vision... a vision 
that changes the foiled political; 
culture.” 

* Leading an April 23 panel 
on “Sudan and its Survival as a 
Nation,” Dr. Fluehr-Lobban, 
author of several books on 
Sudan and one of the U.S. 
organisers of the three-day 
conference held in Boston’s 
Colonnade Hotel, said that 
both the ruling National Isla- 


mic Front (NIF) and the 
opposition Democratic 
Alliance most “step aside to 
allow new political organisa- 
tions to take their place, which 
can conceptualize the Sudan in 
new ways.” 

“Religion is not a.unifier, it 
is a proven divider,” she said, 
indicating that it is also divisive 
for one or two languages to 
.dominate the entire linguistic 
landscape. What is more 
appropriate for Sudan’s multi- 
religious, mufti-lingual society, 
she opined, is for the country 
to return to its “fundamental 
egalitarian character” — to 
elevate Dinka and other tribal 
tongues to the level of Arabic, 
and to explore the “common 
cultural roots” in North-South 
literature, customs and folk- 
lore, when a t t emp t in g to build 
a national consciousness. 

hi a scorching assessment of 
tiie Nib's economic policies 
since 1989, Dr. Ibrahim Knr- 
sany, a Sudanese professor 
tearfiing at the -American Uni- 
versity in Cairo, called -the 
Isiamidsation of the country’s 
economy a continuation of 
“tiie discredited International 
Monetary Fund model” for 
growth, and an attempt to 
package “old wine in a new 
bottle.” 

“What is Islamic about in- 
creasing the public deficit by 
S28.6 billion? What is Islamic 


about an animal inflation rate 
of 90 per cent or more?... 
What is Islamic about decreas- 
ing export warnings from $527 
milli on just before the coup, to 
343 million in 1992, to less than 
100 million nowadays?” Dr. 
Kursany asked in a rhetorical 
fluny. The NIF model, he 
argned, “is full of lies and 
contradictions.” At a time 
when the U.N.'s World Food 
Programme is predicting wide- 
spread food shortages, he 
noted, the Khartoum govern- 
ment is sending relief supplies 
to Bosnia and Somalia. 

“They are establishing a late 
20th century Dark Ages... 
(and) promising the Sudanese 
people to take them back to 
UK era Of the Prophet Mo hammad, " 
Dr. Korsany said. "I 
call upon them not to take us 
as for bade as that, but if they 
can, just to take us back to 
1956, the year of Sudan's poli- 
tical independence, when one 
Sudanese pound was eqiial to 
three dollars (versus tiie cur- 
rent exchange rate of one dol- 
lar equalling 520 pounds) and 
Sudan did not have a single 
dollar of foreign debt.” 

Tongue in cheek, tiie profes- 
sor in exile chided the NIF for 
raising “empty slogans” like 
“we eat what we grow” and 
“we wear what we manufac- 
ture” in an attempt to doak 
Sudan's international isolation 


in tiie guise of self-sufficiency. 
“By sticking to tiie first (slo- 
gan),” he pointed oat, the 
Omer A1 Bashir government 
“ended up with three million 
Sudanese facing famine. If 
they stick to the other, they 
will have an equivalent number 
going naked.” 

Amir Hassan Idris, a North- 
ern Sudanese now teaching at 


the American University of 
Cairo, agreed with Dr. Kur- 


Cairo, agreed with Dr. Kur- 
sany and southern Sudanese 
speakers that tiie Khartoum 
regime lacks credibility and 
legitimacy among the 
Sudanese themselves. At the 
same time. Idris argued that 
analysts ought to recognise the 
historic legacy of o pp re ss ion 

In a panel on “Women’s 
Survival in Sudan,” speakers 
pointed out that a serious gen- 
der gap has existed alongside 
the problem of regional, ethnic 
and religious discrimination. 

Fatma Ahmad Ibrahim, 
a former union Jeader and 
Sudan’s fiist woman member 
of Parliament declared:' -The 
slogans which say that the 
borne is the ‘kingdom of the 
woman’ are false. It is the 
kingdom of the man, from 
which she can be kicked (ont) 
any time with a single word... 
Islam is not opposed to 
women’s rights, but religious 
leaders are interpreting Islam 
in a manner that suits them.” 


War crimes return to haunt Lebanon 


By Mkhel Castex 

Agence France Presse 


BEIRUT — War crimes for- 
gotten since a general amnes- 
ty was announced at the end 
of tiie 1975-1990 civil war 
have returned to haunt the 
Lebanese following the arrest 
of a former Christian warlord 
in a murder case. 

Samir Geagea of the 
Lebanese Forces (LF) militia 
is being questioned over the 
October 1990 tilling of Dany 
Chamoun, son of a former 
president and Christian lead- 
er, his wife and their two 
small children. 

Some 150 ex-militiamen 
have also been rounded up as 
part of the investigation and 
several others were arrested 
last month in connection with 
a church bombing in Febru- 
ary which lolled 10 worship- 
pers and wounded 54 others. 

Since then, Iran has called 
on Lebanon to reopen an 
investigation into the foie of 
four Iranians, including two 
diplomats, who were kidnap- 
ped m 1982 by the militia in 
1982. 

The Lebanese judicial au- 


thorities have also received 
requests from other parties 
and individuals here asking 
them to reactivate other in- 
vestigations into attempted 
murders, murders and boml>- 
ings that have never been 
solved. 

Some press reports have 
in d ica t ed that a dozen files 
would be reopened soon as 
part of investigations involv- 
ing Dr. Geagea and his sup- 
porters. 

If found guilty. Dr. Geagea 
and his partisans could face 
the death penalty which was 
brought back in last month. 
A child-killer was hanged at 
dawn Saturday in the first ex- 
ecution in 11 years. 

The moves have caused 
shock-waves across Lebanon, 
where it was commonly be- 
lieved that the August 1991 
general amnesty had erased 
once and for all any responsi- 
bility for the atrocities com- 
mitted during tiie conflict. 

Bat political and judicial 
sources here said that tiie 
files being examined now had 
been excluded from the 
amnesty. 

Some observers have 


■voiced concern that the proc- 
edures would be the start of a 
settling of old scores in which 
the Christians could pay 
dearly. 

The files were reopened 
after investigations showed 
that tiie FL was implicated in 
the February church bombing 
and coincided with a govern- 
ment ban on private radio 
and television news broadcast 
since March. 


According to political and 
judicial •sources the church 
attack proved that the 
Lebanese Forces, which 
formed a political party after 
being disbanded along with 
other militias in 1990, still 
threatened state security. 

Unlike other warlords. Dr. 
Geagea ordered a number of 
actions in order to promote 
federalism after a 1989 inter- 
parliamentary accord put an 
end to the war, a pro-Syrian 
government source said. 

The downfall of Dr. 
Geagea, who is accused of 
crimes against other Christ- 
ians, has farther traumatised 
the Christian community 
winch has failed to adapt to 


the new order in Lebanon. 

Monsignor Nasrallah Sfeir, 
bead of the Maronite Catho- 
lic church, Lebanon's biggest 
Christian community, de- 
nounced in his latest Sunday 
sermon “some practices 
which show Christians as cri- 
minals and others as angels.” 

The fears of tiie Christian 
community have been further 
heightened because some of 
the most atrocious crimes, 
committed daring the war 
have been blamed on the LF. 

These include the 1982 
massacre of Palestinians in 
the Sabra and Sbatila re- 
fugee camps and the murder 
in 1978 of Toiny Franjieh, the 
son of late President Suleiman 
Franjieyh and a close personal 
friend of Syria’s Hafez Al 


“War criminals do not be- 
long to one religious com- 
munity or to one party,” 
stressed the respected Al 
Nahar daily in a front-page 
editorial. 


“Tiie judicial authorities 
should not become an instru- 
ment of vengence or .for set- 
tling accounts,” it added. 


m 
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Egyptian militant s face limited set-back after leader s death . 

W ******** on camoaien two years ago. The* 


CAIRO (AFP) — A two-year 
violent campaign to topple the 
government of President Hosni 
Mubarak is likely to be only 
temporarily set bads by the 
killing of one of its leaders, 
experts say. 

Police said they gunned 
down 32-year-old Talaat Yas- 
sin Ham mam, head of the Al 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah’s armed 
wing, and six other militants in 
a dawn raid Monday on Ham- 
mam’s apartment in northeast 
Cairo. 

But experts said Hammam’s 
death would only cause short- 
term disarray among the group 
as it can draw on a vast reserve 
of militants, especially from 
the ranks of veterans of the 
Afghanistan war. 

Researcher Nabil Abdul 
Fattah said that ont of the 
thousands of Egyptians who 


fought in the war “some 600 
are still active.” 

About 150 had returned to 
Egypt, he said, where 70 had 
been arrested. 

Militants on the ground, 
however important they are, 
form a link with the leaders of 
the movement still abroad, one 
diplomat said. 

Such a chain cushioned the 
impact of their disappearance 
“because foot-soldiers can al- 
ways be replaced,” he added. 

Sources dose to militants 
said Hammam, who had been 
on tiie run for five years, 
directed all aimed attacks, in-‘ 


eluding the April 9 murder of 
General Raul Khayrat, the 
government’s second highest 
ranking security officer. 

His death also followed the 
killing of the military leader of 
the Jihad Islami group, Adel 


Awad Mahmud Siyam, on 
April 4 in a police ambush in a 
southern district of Cairo. 

Interior Minister Hassan 
Alfi said the raid had been led 
by a special anti-terronst 
squad. 

In another raid Monday on 
an apartment in Assiyut, police 
shot dead four suspected 
Gamaa militants believed to 
have been behind last Wednes- 
day's murder of General Sber- 
in Fahmy, head of security 
forces in the southern city. 

Clashes between militants 
and security forces are “often a 
land of violent vendetta” with 
police operations following a 
militant attack or vice versa, 
said Mr. Abdul Fattah. 

Monday’s deaths raised to 
378 tiie number of people kil- 
led since the militants launched 
their violent anti-government 


campaign two years ago, The * 
dead include 134 potiCemen > 
and 135 militants. \ 


Hammam was among other * 
militants to set up the first I 
Gamaa training camp in Besha- 1 
war in Pakistan in 1989, j 
sources close to the militants • 
said. £’ * 

He was the link between* 
militants in Egypt and those J 
overseas, particularly . : &fai ; 
Ahmea Taha, who lives; m‘ 
Peshawar, Egyptian sources ' 
said. • -;A ' * 

Egyptian authorities coastd-* 
er the militants’ campaign their ? 
main security problem, Mr. I 
Abdul Fattah said, adding that • 
there was little willingness to * 
“confront in a similar way the i 
problem of social, cultural and ,' 
political inequality which isthc ■ 
root cause of the violence.'" \ 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudis refuse visa to Libyan delegation 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia has refused entry visas to a 
■Libyan religious delegation who wanted to make arrange- 
ments for Libyan pilgrims to go to Mecca, the Libyan news 
agency JANA reported. Quoting the Libyan daily “Islamic 
Odl,” JANA said Libyan Muslim clerics had been to several 
Islamic countries “as part of efforts to lift obstacles imposed by 
the west on Libyan wishing to make their pilgrimage.” JANA 
said all the delegations had fulfilled their missions “except the 
one which was to go to Saudi Arabia where the authorities 
refused to grant them entry visas." The United Nations 
slapped an air embargo on Libya in April 1992 banning flights 
to or from that conn try to punish Libya for refusing to hand 
over two suspects in the 1988 Lockerbie aircraft bombing 
which killed 270 people. Libyans wishing to travel abroad may 
only do so by sea or overland. 


Two anti-Arab groups join forces 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The two main Jewish extremist groups 
outlawed by the government after the Hebron mosque 
massacre announced Tuesday they were joining forces against 
the government. While sharing the same jail cell, Kahane 


Lives and Kach Leaders put aside the personal rivalry that 
split the original Kadi movement after the 1989 death of their 


leader. Rabbi Meir Kahane, Israel Television said. Kahane 
Lives leader and son of the founder of Kach Binyamin Kahane 
called a joint press conference with top Kach activist Michael 
Ben-ArL Kach leader Baruch Maizel has been jailed without 
trial under special emergency regulations. “Tins step comes 
after the government put a large group of people into jail and 
established with its own hands an alternative leadership to its 
rule,” Mr. Kahane told journalists. Eight Kach leaders 
including Mr. Maizel are in jail under spedal regulations 
allowing imprisonment without trial. Mr. Ben-Ari said the two 
"groups would coordinate' 08 public activities-; indmfirtg “legal 
action against: afl'toritis 'of government decisions 'and other 
steps' we^choose, sqme to be announced and some to be 
spoken" only afterwards." 


Embassy stop% Yemeni rescue attempt 


SANAA (AP) — At the request of the Dutch embassy, 
Yemen dropped a plan to have army troops storm a tribal 
hideaway to release three Dutch hydrologists held hostage 
since March 25, Interior Ministry sources said Tuesday. The 
Ministry of the Interior had mobilised about 2,000 soldiers to 
seal off the haunt near Marib to tiie east of the capital, Sanaa, 
said the sources. But the Dutch embassy, fearful the hostages 
would be harmed in the operation or their lives threatened by 
the kidnappers, advised against the operation, they said. 
According to a report in the English-language weekly Yemen 
Times on Sunday, the ministry gave Sheikh Mubarak Saleh erf 
the Gahm tribe 48 hours to release the three men or face 
confrontation. The Dutch embassy declined any comment on 
the situation of the three men or the efforts being made to 
secure their release as it has done throughout their ordeal. The 
hostages are Jac Van der Gun, 47; Gerard Jeurissen, 57; and 
Wilbert Elderhorst, 39, of the Dutch science institute TNO. , 
They were seized while on an outing outside Sanaa by the 
same man who took U.S. Information Service chief Haynes 
Mahoney on Thanksgiving day and held him for six days. 


Kurdish rebels release two newsmen 


ERUH, Turkey (AP) — Separatist Kurdish guerrillas released 
a Turkish reporter and a cameraman on Tuesday, after 
holding them hostage for three months, the Anatolia news 
agency said. Freelance reporter Kutlu Esendemir and Levent 
Recep Ozturk, the cameraman, were on assignment for the 
ultra-rightist TV station TGRT, when they were abducted 
some 40 kilometres southwest of this town in Simak province 
last January. The dispatch said the two men were being 
questioned by the security forces. No further details were 


made public. The guerrillas belong to the Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), which has been fighting for autonomy in the 

IT - i rtrt s -m m 


Kurdish-dominated southeastern provinces since 1984. More 
than 12,000 people have died so far. The insurgents threatened 
to loll Turkish and foreign reporters in the area, accusing them 
for what the rebels called pro-government coverage. Fourteen 
journalists have been killed in southeastern Turkey since 
February 1992. 


Turkey hails return of sarcophagus 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkey claimed a victory in the war 
against art smuggling with the return from the United States of 


jordas msuassoH 

Tel 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

l&OC News in Arabic 

Hrfv Koran 



19:15 . 


MA 


20J8 . 
22M 


rt na . 



PRAYER TIMES 

0436 . 


1233 . 

- Dbuhr 


20:41 - ''sta 


Armenian Catholic Chnrch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tci. 
775:61. 

St, Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman international Church Tci. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Ontrch Tci: 
824328. 

Gomaa-fpeaktnt Evangelical Con- 

Kregatitni Tci. 684195 

The Chord! of Jobs Christ of Latter- 

Day Saints TO. 654932 

Chord! of Nasarene Tci. 675691. 

The EvaageBeal Local Chsrci! is Am- 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


A mm a n 13 per cent. Aqaba 17 per 
cent- 


EMERGENCIES 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Tci. SI 1295 


NIGHT DUTY 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 

aryoTNasydb Omni Sweifieb, 
B1Q740 

nblks of Gw! Charcb, Tci. 

Church Tci. 624590. 

ehof the Annooriadoa Tci. 

°SfcDe Church Tci. 6$^, 
saocta Church Tel: 622366 
eh of the AnnimdaMh Tcl - 


Kbamasini weather conditions will 
prevail, thus it will be dusty and dry 
with temperatures expected to rise 
further and winds southeasterly mod- 
erate to active, in Aqaba, it will be 
dusty with winds northerly modcra*? 
and seas cairn. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. MuJthJcs Mazahra .... 820425 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 831039 

Dr. Shta'wj Abu Zaycd .......... 7 37962 

Dr. Mohammad hza 752971 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77833s 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 656730 

Vaconb pharmacy 644945 

Shmebani phamu-cy 637660 

Najib pharmacy ................... 847632 


MinJmax. icmp. 
Amman.... 10/28 


Aqaba 17 / 33 

Desens 8/29 

Jordan Valley — — 12/32 


(RUDD: 

Dr. AH Onuri 272032 

Al Ouch pharmacy (— ) 


Church Tcl. 630851. TcL 


Ycstcrdj 
man 26. 


5b temperatures: Am- 
31, Humhfity readings: 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Yousef Abu Sa‘d 989000- 

Khafifch pharmacy 985417 


Chit Defence Department 661111 

GvO Defence immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue PoCcc — 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Comphius 605800 

Price Camptainu 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints.. 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 78711 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair* 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

RadtoJcurdan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 

Electric Power 


Queen A6 r Inti. Airport 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .« 
Khafidi Maternity. J. Amn . 
AkDcfa Maternity, J. Amn. . 
Jabal Amman Maternity.... 
Malhas. J. Amman ........... 

ftilcrtinc , Shmekaii ........ 

Shmcisaiu Hospital ...... 

University Hospital 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital 

The Islamic. Abdali ........ 

Al-Abli, Abdali 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 

Al-Bashir . J. Ashrafich 

Army, Marita 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 


. 813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
... 642441/2 
— 642362 
.... 636140 
... 664171/4 

669131 

845845 

„ 667227/9 
.666127/37 
.. 664164 « 
„ 777101/3 
.775111/26 
.891611/15 
. 602240/50 
674155 


FOE THE TRAVEUER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

¥ fWfcd ty Royal 
Jonlanun (Rj) mformaUon depart- 
meat at the Queen Aha International 

235* J* •J? 

should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

<RJ) F " ah *’ 

Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (Rj) 
S’*" -■ Sanaa (RJ) 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09, 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09 

AlHiktu Modem Hospital ~ — (0 


oanaatKj) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

££ i/rnM 


Riyadh (Rj) 
.. Beirut (Rjj 


_ (09)990990 


(RJi 

Abu Dhabi. Al *Am (Rj 

22! London. Beilin (RJ 

1k45 .......... Tunis. Casa Blanca (RJ 

Athens (RJ 1 


ny 636381 

Information 0853200 


nkBiifc* 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)2 75555 
Greek Catbofic Hospital [02)272275 
Ibn AINafccs Hospital (02)247100 


2140 ~ncns,KJ 

jjiS — -r RomefRj 

Rome. Lamaca (Rj 1 


a Roman sarcophagus valued at S3 .5 million. “The returfrqf 
the sarcophagus is deterring the acquisition of stolen ancieric 
objects of art and culture in the world," Culture Minister Ftkri 
Sagiar toid a news conference in Istanbul. The 3.2-tonne 
“Garland Sarcophagus'' smuggled from Antalya in southern 
turkey by truck in 1987. was shown to reporters at^flie 
museum of antiquities where it was put on display. The 2nd 
century A.D. stone coffin was flown to Istanbul over . the 
weekend. The sarcophagus, which takes its name from marble 
garlands surrounding carved threatre masks, figurines shd 
Medusa- heads, was acquired by an investment banker in New 
York. The banker reportedly donated the sarcophagus to .a 
Turkish- American foundation after the Turkish government 
took legal action in the U.S. to repossess it, setting the stage 
for its return. Mr. Sagiar said the S3 billion market in tiie West 
for stolen antiquities, originating mainly from the Middle 
East, would dry up if die countries reclaimed them through 
foreign courts. Mr. Sagiar said the government had demanded 
tiie return of Trojan treasures from Russia, a Hittite sphynx 
from Germany and 1,800 Lycian silver coins from the U.S. 


Iran launches war games in the Hormuz 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran has started a week of military 
manoeuvres that will include launching missiles, in the 
Hormuz Strait, gateway to the Gulf, the official agency XRNA 
said. Surface-to-air missiles will be fired from the Iranian 
coast, and units from the crack Islamic Revolutionary Guard 


Corps are to attack pretend enemy ships, the agency added. 
The first Iranian-built hydrofoil will be used in the exercises, 
Iranian navy commander. Rear Admiral Ali Shamkhani, said. 
The manoeuvres are code-named after “the eighth (Muslim 
Shiite) imam,” who was called Reza. The Revolutionary 
Guards and the regular army have carried out 36 military 
exercises over the past 12 months and earlier this year the 
Iranian army carried out joint manoeuvres with the Pakistani 
navy. j-.i... j. 'm ) •«, </ 

Greece urges Turkey toback Cyprus moves; 

ATHENS (R) — Greece' said on Tuesday that if Turkey 
wanted to help settle the Cyprus problem it should push for 
the adoption of U.N.-proposed confidence building measures. 


Responding to statements by Turkish Prime Minister Tanso 
Ciller that she wanted to help resolve the issue, government 


Ciller that she wanted to help resolve the issue, government 
spokesman Evangelos Venizelos said she must back the 
confidence building measures for the militarily-divided island. 
“If Mrs. Ciller wishes to undertake initiatives, she must first, 
understand that the Cyprus problem is one of invasion and 
occupation by Turkish forces,” he told reporters. “She wOl 
have to show a positive stance in relation to the confidence 
building measures.” Mis. Gller was quoted on Monday as 
saying she was eager to grasp what she called a historic chance 
to solve the dispute. “Turkey is the country most affected by 
the lack of a solution. There is a historic chance before us. We 
shouldn’t miss it,” Hurriyet newspaper quoted her as saying. 
“This time, I am determined to walk towards a solution and I 
say to everyone, ‘let's solve it this time',” said Ms. Oiler. 


Opposition wins half of Morocco by-elections 


RABAT (AFP) — Opposition parties garnered seven out of 
14 parliamentary seats at stake in by-elections held on 
Tuesday, according to official results in most constituencies 
announced overnight. The nationalist Istiqlal Party won three 
seats, while the Socialist Union of Popular Forces and the 
commimist^Socialism and Progress Party each won two. The 
nght-wmg Constitutional Union Party, the biggest component 
in the government coalition, took three seats, while the 
centrist National Rally of Independents won one. The 
outcome will not affect the right’s overwhelming majority in 
mruament. All but one of tiie 14 by-elections resulted from 
the invalidation of elections held last year. 


Israelis open hospital in South Lebanon 


^ EL . AVIV (AFP) — Israel has inaugurated a Si million 
hospital built in the Israeli-controlled “security zone” of South 
Lebanon, military sources said Tuesday. The hospital in the 

Shiite village of Rim T«lul «• j r . . j- > 


c - -wZ . — r - uwuim in uiv 

Dilute village of Bint Jebel is equipped with Israeli medical 
equipment and will provide jobs for 80 Lebanese. The fending 
is part of a S7 million “civilian aid” package which Israel plans 
to mvest in South Lebanon, the sources said. The inauguration 
ceremony was attended by Antoine Lahd, leader of the 
pro-Israeli South Lebanon Army, the military commander of 
northern Israel, General Yitzhak Mordechai, and the coordi- 
nator of Israeli activities in Lebanon, Uri Lubrani, the sources 
said. 
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His Majesty King Hussein receives condolences from Shabib Ben Taymour, advisor to Saltan Qaboos at Oman 


Royal Guards carry the casket of Her Majesty Queen Zein Ai Sharaf through the gates of Raghadan Palate 


Arab delegations arrive to condole King I Jordanians remember Queen Zein 


AMMAN (Petra) — A three- 
man Omani delegation led by 
Sultan Qaboos' advisor on 
environmental affairs Shabib 
Ben Taymour Wednesday 
left Amman after attending 
the burial of Queen Mother 
Zein AI Sharaf who died 
Tuesday at the age of 85. 

. Mr. Ben Taymour con- 
veyed the condolences of Sul- 
tan Qaboos to His Majesty 
King Hussein and to the 
Hashemite family. The de- 
legation included the Omani 
Minister of Civil Services 
Ahmad Makki Abdul Nabi 
and Secretary General of the 
Omani Prime Ministry 
Hmoud Bousaidi. The Oma- 
ni delegation was seen off by 


Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid and the Oma- 
ni ambassador to Jordan. 

Other Arab delegations ar- 
rived here Wednesday to 
attend the burial of Queen 
Zein and to offer condo- 
lences. 

Qatari Minister of Finance 
and Commerce Sheikh 
Mohammad Ben Khalifah 
Ben Hamad arrived here to 
convey die condolences of 
the Qatari leader. Sheikh 
Hamad Ben Khalifah AI Tha- 
ni, to King Hnssein. 

The Palestinian delegation 
included Hard AI Hassan and 
Abbas Zaki, members of the 
Central Committee of Fateh 
(the PLO mainstream) who 


were joined by the Palesti- 
nian ambassador to Jordan 
AI Tayyeb Abdul Rahim. 
The three-man delegation 
attended the funeral of 
Queen Zein and conveyed 
the condolences of the 
Palestinian leadership to 
King Hussein. 

A Palestinian delegation 
from the occupied West Bank 
-also arrived here via King 
Hussein Bridge to offer con- 
dolences to King Hussein, 
His Royal Highness Crown 
'Prince Hassan, His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad 
and the Royal Family. 

The delegation is led by 
Abdul Aam Salhab, head of 
the Awqaf Council in the 


occupied West Bank. 

Queen Zein was laid to rest 
in the Royal Cemetery. 

Also Wednesday an Iraqi 
envoy arrived to convey Pres- 
ident Saddam Hussein’s con- 
dolences to die King. Presi- 
dent Hussein’s special advi- 
sor Khaled Abdul Munim Al 
Janabi was received by the 
King's special advisor Khalid 
AI Karald . 

Later Wednesday Qatari 
envoy Sheikh Mohammad 
Ben Khalifa left Amman af- 
ter conveying Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khafifah Al Thani’s con- 
dolences to the King during 
an audience attended by His 
Royal- Highness Grown 
Prince Hassan. 


Christians observe mourning period through Easter 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Heads of 
the Christian community in 
Jordan Wednesday 
announced the cancellation 
of all celebrations marking 
Easter except for religious 


ceremonies, in observance of 
the mourning period for Her 
Majesty Queen Zein Al Shar- 
af who died Tuesday. A 
statement signed by Father 


Nabeel Haddad on behalf of 
die Greek Orthodox, Greek 
Catholic, the Armenian 
Orthodox, Syrian Orthodox, 
Coptic, and the Arab Angli- 


can churches, expressed grief 
over the passing of Queen 
Zein, the Queen Mother, and 
extended their condolences 
to the Royal Family. 




AMMAN (Petra) — Repre- 
sentatives of the educational 
and social sectors Wednesday 
expressed deep sorrow over 
the death of the Queen 
Mother, Her Majesty Queen 
Zein Al Sharaf, and recalled 
her great contributions to the 
advancement of the women 
and social work in Jordan. 
Naela Rashdan, member of 
the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment said Jordan will miss 
die Queen Mother who has 
brought up Jordan’s great 
leadership. . 

“While paying our last re- 
spects to the Queen Mother, 
we will be missing ber mater- 
nal love, . and care far Jhe- 
orphans and the poor, as wdL 
as her support for Jordanian) 
women.” 

Haifa Abu Ghazaleh, pres- 
ident of the General Federa- 
tion of Jordanian Women 
(GFJW), said Queen Zein 
was an active supporter of the 
women's movement in Jor- 
dan and was behind its prog- 


ress and development. 

“Queen Zein left her mark 
on the Kingdom, thus enabl- 
ing Jordanian women to reap 
the fruits of her tireless and 
dedicated efforts," Dr. Abu 
Ghazaleh said. 

Eida Al Mutlaq, a former 
member of the National Con- 
sultative Council, recalled 
Queen Zein’s struggle to 
build modem Jordan and 
noted her efforts to advance 
the status of women. “Her 
bright thoughts were embo- 
died in the formulation of the 
first Jordanian Charter, a 
document ensuring democra- 
cy, social justice and equality 
for all'. Jordanians, men and" 
women, alike,"' Dr. .Mutlaq 
said. 

Former GFJW President 
Haifa AI Bashir said the 
Queen Mother laid down the 
foundation stone of the 
Jordanian branch of the Arab 
Women's Federation in 1944, 
which was formed to support 


the Palestinian struggle 
against Zionist aims. 

Ms. Al Bashir recalled 
Queen Zein's concern and 
care for orphaned children. 
“When the leader gave 
Jordanian women the right to 
vote in 1974, the Queen 
Mother opened her palace to 
receive congratulations," she 
said. 

Hind Abdul Jaber, Presi- 
dent of Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club, said 
Queen Zein was an example 
and a pioneer in social work. 
“Queen Zein was an example 
to Jordanian women in the 
field of social development. 

■Her roles as honorary presi* 
■dent of Urn Al -Hussein' 
Orphanage and chairperson 
of the first Jordanian 
Women's Society bear wit- 
ness to this," Ms. Abdul Ja- 
ber said. Queen Zein 
directed the women's move- 
ment to serve local communi- 
ties, she added. 


Director of Urn Al Hussein 
Orphanage Muslih Suleiman 
Khalaf said Queen Zein 
“started her march in the 
1950s and has always looked 
after the orphanage's chil- 
dren." He added that the 
Queen Mother always called 
on Jordanian women to con- 
tribute towards the huma- 
nitarian work of the orphan- 
age. f 

Director of the Consulta- 
tions and Community Service 
Centre at Yarmouk Universi- 
ty Ahmad Al Khatib said 
Wednesday was a day of grief 
and sorrow for all Jorda- 
nians. because the Queen 
Mother is i he mother of all 
Jordanians..i.. , 

“Her patronage of the 
orphanages and charity 
homes all over Jordan embo- 
dies the intrinsic maternal 
values and loyalty to the < 
homeland .... values that she 
had attempted to instill in 
every home," he said. 
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ailment nearly 


i- existent in Jordan 


By Natasha Bokhan 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Studies to core 
peptic ulcers, which are com- 
mon among peoples of the 
third, world, are limited 
among Jordan’s specialists 
and; non-existent in the 
Jordanian Doctors Union 

<XDU). . 

• For years, doctors believed 
that the only way to help 
. stomach ulcer patients was by 
giving them pain killers to 
minimise the discomfort 
caused by- ulcers. Neverthe- 
less,, hope to cure this nag- 
ging. ailment has been res- 
tored by medical researchers 
in the U.S. 

. . > A March. 1994 report pub- 


lished' By the British maga-. 
zinc, the Economist, said an 
expert panel put together by 
the NIH has reached the con- 
clusion that peptic ulcers are 
linked with infection caused 
by the insect Helicobacter. 

The report titled “Ulcer 
Freedom Fighters," has been 
received by media channels 
with enthusiasm; it was pub^ 
lisbed in the Jordan Times 
Health and Medicine column 
on March 31 and in Al- 
Aswaq daily- ft was also fea- 
tured by * e British Broad- 
casting Corporation 
network Monday evening. 

Still such a breakthrough in 
medical research, which 
promises the treatment ofthe 


infection rather than just the 
symptoms, is being received 
with intfifferenee by our spe- 
cialists. 

One of Jordan's medical 
experts told the Jordan Times 
that this new method of treat- 
ment “does not work." 

The report, however, said 
that research has proved that 
two weeks of antimacrobial 
treatment “should do the 
job." 

"A mixture of Pepto- 
Bismol (an U.S. brand anta- 
cid), metronidazole and 
either tetracycline or amox- 
idUui, gets rid of ihe infec- 
tion in 90 per cent of pa- 
tients," said the report. 

According to JDU Direc- 


tor Ishaq Maraqa the JDU*s 
activities do not include 
medical follow up on the' 
latest studies or reports. 

“Doctors subscribe to 
different medical magazines 
that publish the latest in the 
area of medical science, and 
it is up to each doctor 
whether or nor to adopt those 
medical practices," Dr. 
Maraqa told the Jordan 
Times Tuesday. 

Observers argue that the 
indifference of the JDU to 
inform the public, and spe- 
cialists in particular, on the 
latest methods of disease 
treatments in unjustified. 
The JDU*s role is to offer the 
best kind of services to the 


public, and that involves 
making available modern 
treatment practices, one doc- 
tor told the Jordan Times. 

Dr. Maraqa said that it is 
the responsibility of the diffe- 
rent specialists’ societies to 
conduct research and studies 
that deal with modern medic- 
al practices. 

The second doctor, who 
asked not to be named, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
JDU "does nothing" to up- 
date doctors’ knowledge on 
certain medical issues. 

He added that most doc- 
tors are busy doing their 
work and sometimes miss out 
on important issues. 

"It would be helpful if the 


JDU drew the attention of 
specialists in the country on 
matters of medical concern 
before they are published in 
the papers," he said. 

. “According to the Eco- 
nomist report, the germ- 
fighting treatment not only 
frees patients of agonising 
pain, but also saves them 
money. By using the two- 
week treatment, patients 
would not have to spend so 
much on ulcer pain relief 
medications for the rest of 
their lives. 

“From an economic pers- 
pective. antibiotic therapy is 
the treatment of choice. It 
also makes people heal- 
thier," concluded the report. 


On behalf of 

His Majesty the King of Spain, 

the government and the Spanish people, 
the Spanish Embassy presents its 
heartfelt condolences to 

His Majesty King Hussein, 

the Royal Hashemite Family and to the 
I>eople of Jordan for the passing away of 

Her Majesty the Queen Mother 
Zein AI Sharaf. 
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Two to ‘fine tune’ 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT by U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher in London 
Monday at a joint press conference with His 
Majesty King Hussein that Washington had 
finally and officially accepted a land-based 
system for verifying compliance with inter- 
national sanctions a gains t Iraq should be 
viewed as an Integral part of file effort to 
push the Middle East peace process for- 
ward. The U.S. had in fact signalled its 
acceptance of such an idea in principle 
much earlier and in the wake of King 
Hussein’s meeting with the ambassadors of 
the five permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council a few weeks ago to serve 
notice that the blockade of Aqaba by a 
U.S.-led naval force had become unbear- 
able politically and economically. King 
Hussein also served notice on the interna- 
tional community that Jordan could no 
longer play a pivotal role in the Arab-lsradi 
peace process as long as it was treated as a 
suspect by Washington. 

Mr. Christopher’s official endorsement 
of Jordan’s long standing plan to replace 
the multinational interception force (MU') 
inspection by an Aqaba-based regime mm- 
ned by an independent body Ike Lloyds 
Register demonstrates that the Monarch’s 
jraifay on>figps ve^im lus pud off. But 
tkmt does not mean that jordan was “black- 
mailing” any government. This was never 
Jordan’s style in conducting its foreign 
policy. Rather it is a case of saying enough 
is enough when the nation’s patience has 
been pushed to the limit and its integrity 
unduly questioned. 

What could still concern Jordan is the 
caveat attached to the otherwise “good 
news” that the Aqaba siege will be lifted 
afteraD. The secretary of state was careful 
in stipulating that his government’s yielding 
to reason is “subject to some fine toning.” 
This “tuning” could spell trouble unless it 
too remains reasonable. There is every fear 
that the U.S. could aid up taking away with 
one hand what it purports to give away by 
the other. Should this be the case, we think 
that Jordan should stick to its guns and 
refrain from making any solemn commit- 
ments to rejoin the Washington peace talks. 

As a matter of fact, no unequivocal 
position on the bilateral or the multilateral 
peace negotiations could be wisely made 
unless and until this “tuning” of the land- 
based verification scheme is resolved to the 
satisfaction of the country. Amman can of 
course declare its acceptance to participate 
in the projected peace talks in principle 
subject also to “some fine-tuning,” which 
could be made as soon as the “fine toning” 
on the Aqaba controversy is taken care of. 
Nothing short of this quid pro quo arrange- 
ment can in fact solve the problem to 
everybody’s satisfaction. 


JORDANIAN Arabic dailies Wednesday commented on the 
passing of Her Majesty Queen Zein A1 Sharaf, the Queen 
mother who passed away Tuesday. 

AI Ra’i said the Jordanian family was grieved by the passing 
of Her Majesty Queen Zein A1 Sharaf after a life embodied by 
caring for the Jordanian family in every, respect. Die Jorda- 
nian family mourns her death, remembering the great deeds 
she undertook during her lifetime, particularly with regard to 
her setting the bases for voluntary work and pushing forward 
activities in the field of education. Her passing is regretted by 
all Jordanians who will always remember her as a symbol of 
mercy. 

AI Dustoor said that a doud of sorrow overwhelmed Jordan 
when news about the death of the Queen Mother spread. As 
we bid her farewell, the paper added, we remember her good 
deeds and honourable principles. We convey condolences to 
the Jordanian people for this great loss. 

Sawt AI said that the Queen Mother was the mother 
of all Jordanians who contributed through her unwavering 
efforts to building up modem Jordan. The Tate Queen instilled 
in her children the message of the Great Arab Revolt and 
dedicated her life to serving the causes of Jordan and the Arab 
Nation. The late Queen achieved gains for the women's 
causes, cared for social services and supported charity orga- 
nisations. Words cannot express our sorrow for her death, said 
the paper. 


Arab society and the forces that shape it 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 

AT PRESENT a great deal of discourse is going on, though 
more at the informal than the formal level, about the so-called 
“state” of Arab society at large. The questions people raise in 
connection with this particular matter — at times rhetorically, 
at times sceptically, at times cynically, and at times innocently, 
boil down to whether our Arab society is ultimately advancing, 
is at a standstill or is in fact moving backwards. 

Admittedly, such questions sound, at one level, absurd and 
nonsensical. For one thing, they are too general, absolute and 
abstract to make much sense. For another, how can one 
measure a process as complex and intricate as social change or 
development? We can easily place a germ under a microscope 
and study it, but what microscope are we to place society 
under? Furthermore, who is qualified to judge? The man in 
the street, foe politician, the media person, the teacher, the 
sociologist, the economist, foe engineer, the theologian or foe 
foreign visitor? 

The other day, I was talking to a real estate agent. I found 
his own 1 theory” about the Arab Nation of today, derived 
from his experience in foe real estate market in Amman and 
his observations about Amman's physical expansion and 
architectural designs, more coherent and persuasive than 
those of many of my fellow university scholars. Moreover, 
what do we mean by Arab “society"? Yes, there is a general 
umbrella and an overall Arab entity, even though it is 
nowadays more assumed than actual. But there are, at the 
same time, so many significant local varieties within foe Arab 
World as a whole and within each individual country. 
Southern Egypt is as different from northern Egypt as Bahrain 
is from neighbouring Oman. 

At another level, the questions are easy to answer. Our 
society, we can simply say. is at once advancing and 
progressing, is at a standstill, and is worsening and regressing, 
like any society in any part of the world at any particular 
moment in history. This is an undeniable sociological, anthro- 
pological and historical reality applicable as much to Plato's 
Greece as to Mu'awia's Arabia, Carlyle's England and Bill 
Clinton's America. No society is perfect. A gain in one 
direction seems to be at the expense of a loss in another. 
Emerson appears to be quite right: “Society never advances. It 
recedes as fast on one side as it gains on another... For 
everything that is given, something is taken. Society acquires 
new arts and loses old instincts." 

Absolutely! Each society, examined in totality, is impressive 
in some ways, is downright dull and boring in others and is 
entirely intolerable in certain respects. Our Arab society is no 


exception, peculiar though it may often seems. We have our 
own moments of success and breakthroughs, our own mo- 
ments of aloofness and stupidity and our own moments of 
utter failure. Like other peoples. Today's Western civilisation 
is comfortable, benign, attractive and constructive; simul- 
taneously, it is (to itself and to others) unbearable, cniel, 
repulsive and destructive. Look at what is happening in 
Bosnia. 

I often avoid delving into discussions of a general nature (for 
foe reasons stated above), even though, like many, I cannot 
resist the temptation. Discourse on Arab society has a 
seductive ring to it, in addition to being extremely important 
to anyone living in it of course. This is especially true during 
these "pregnant” times, when so much is either happening or 
expected to happen, politically, economically and socially. In 
the remaining few years of the present century, when the 
pangs of labour are beginning to be sharply felt, we are all 
holding our breath in anxious anticipation of the baby to be 
bom. The year 2001 is rapidly approaching. What is it going to 
be? A mouse or a camel? An angel or a beast? Democracy or 
dictatorship? Freedom or oppression? Peace for all or violence 
for everybody? Economic prosperity or economic hardship? 
Arab solidarity or further Arab fragmentation? An active role 
for foe Arab Nation in foe march of human civilisation or a 
bewildered mess in foe margins of history? The suspense is 
killing us; we want to know. It seems to me we have as much 
right (and as much justification) as Ibn Khutdoun and Ralph 
Waldo Emerson had to discuss, comment and theorise on foe 
current state of Arab society. All opinions ought to be not only 
aired and tolerated but also heard — foe housewife's as much 
as foe scholar's, the butcher's as much as foe economist’s, the 
student's as much as the teacher's, foe liberal's as much as the 
fundamentalist's. 

My own humble hypothesis about the present and future 
condition of Arab society — based on my 10 years of 
university teaching, my observation of campus academic 
political and bureaucratic life, my modest relation to foe 
media and my enthusiastic interest in public life — ; is this. To 
understand the said Arab condition, we must familiarise 
ourselves with the forces at work in foe Arab society of today.- 
The way I see it, there are three major forces cutting across 
almost all spheres and dimensions of our public and private 
life. 

The first is epitomised in a minority group. Let's call it 
group A. It comprises people from the various walks of life 
whose performance is truly outstanding and admirable: 
mothers, fathers, neighbours, students, teachers, drivers, 
pedestrians, formers, civil servants, policemen, bankers, 
economists, political scientists, physicians, nurses, theolo- 


By Moon Ihiwan 

Reuter 

SEOUL — The abrupt re- 
moval of South Korea's 
prime minister shows that au- 
thoritarian rule persists de- 
spite President Kim Young- 
Sam's much- publicised drive 
to remove the remnants of 
the once-dominant military 
dictatorship, analysts said. 

Last week’s forced resigna- 
tion of Lee Hoi-Cbang, one 
of South Korea's most widely 
respected political figures, 
underscores Mr. Kim’s refus- 
al to tolerate challenges to his 
authority, they said. 

Presidential aides have said 
that Mr. Lee was dropped 


because he challenged Mr. 
Kim's “sovereign power". 

But Baek Kwang-D, a poli- 
tical science professor at Inha 
University, said Mr. Lee was 
simply trying to cany out 
die premier's role as defined 
in the constitution. 

“The way Lee was dismis- 
sed made the dvUiarrgovero- 
ment look more rigid than 
the previous governments,” 
be told Reuters. 

Mr. Lee bad refused to 
adopt foe role of his prede- 
cessors, who merely per- 
formed ceremonial duties de- 
spite constitutional provi- 
sions that the prime minister 
should oversee foe govern- 
ment and its policies. 


Die shock announcement 
of Mr. Lee’s forced resigna- 
tion came shortly after foe 
cancellation of a weekly 
security meeting on the 
North Korean nudear prob- 
lem. Mr. Lee, who had said 
he should approve all deci- 
sions made at such meetings, 
was excluded from the ses- 
sion. 

The meeting was steered 
by Mr. Kim’s chief secretary, 
although three senior cabinet 
ministers were among the six 
members. Mr. Lee said the 
cabinet, and not a small 
group of people associated 
with the president, should 
chart foe main course of foe 
government. 


A day later, Mr. Kim re- 
proached Mr. Lee Hoi- 
Chang for issuing foe instruc- 
tion and replaced him with 
deputy premier and unifica- 
tion minister Lee Yung-Dug, 
a man known for his con- 
servative and docile image. 

A presidential spokesman 
said foe. move showed the 
president's determination to 
firm up the cabinet’s disci- 
pline under the presidential 
system. < 

The Hankuk Dbo newspap- 
er, however, contrasted the 
move with Mr. Kim’s fre- 
quent statements that foe 
prime minister and cabinet 
should work with conviction 
and responsibility. 


By Dr. Faris Anmsrm 

JORDAN, LIKE any other 
developing country, is con- 
fronting major population 
issues that are negatively 
affecting foe development 
process in its human, econo- 
mic and social dimensions. 
Soifo Issues include a rapid 
increase in population growth 
and fertility rates, unemploy- 
ment and imbalances in geog- 
raphic distribution of foe 
population as a result of foe 
uncontrolled local migration 
and the great influx of Jorda- 
nian returnees from Kuwait 
during the Gulf crisis. These 
issues have added a con- 
tinuous pressure on the 
already exhausted national 
expenditures on social ser- 
vices, education and health. 
““*• Jordan believes that tack- 
ling population challenges 
lies mainly within foe respon- 
sibilities of each state and 
government which should 
construct its own national 
policy and strategy for 
population. National popula- 
tion policy is a compendium 
of direct and indirect set of 
procedures and -criteria de- 


fined and designed by gov- 
ernment and non- 
governmental organisations 
and adopted by the state. It 
seeks to direct population be- 
haviour in relation to various 
demographic variables such 
as fertility, mortality and 
migration with the aim of 
achieving a synergy between 
population growth rate and 
available resources within 
society. It also seeks to affect 
a positive change in geog- 
raphic distribution of popula- 
tion that would lead to the 
affluence and well-being of 
society. 

Within this context, I 
would like to reiterate Jor- 
dan’s position through the 
following elements, the 
foundation of the national 
policy on population: 

Reducing the level of de- 
mographic elements such as 
fertility, mortality and migra- 
tion. 

Creating a synergy be- 
tween population growth and 
economic, soda] and en- 
vironmental resources. 

Asserting foe rights of pa- 
rents in choosing foe number 
of children according to the 


norms, values, traditions and 
religion of society. 

Effecting a positive change 
in foe socio-economic dimen- 
sion of population. 

E m p h a si sing the import- 
ance of the role of non- 
governmental and vohmtary 
organisations in population 
activities and programmes. • 

Reducing the rate of 
migration from rural to urban 
areas as it is an essential 
factor for imp roving geog- 
raphic distribution of popula- 
tion. 

Highli ghting the import- 
ance of preserving the health 
of mothers and infants. 

Enhancing the status of 
women. 

Jordan attaches great value 
to the import an ce of die de- 
velopment and enhancement 
of women. Women and de- 
velopment have become a 
major priority of the national 
population policy of foe 
country, and work has inten- 
sified to reduce further illi- 
teracy among women, in- 
crease the number of women 
joining secondary education, 
increase women's participa- 
tion in the labour forces and 


other economic activities, re- 
duce unemployment among 
women, and raise the level of 

women’s participation in 
political life. la this regard, I 
would like to note that in the. 
latest parliamentary elec- 
tions, a woman was elected to 
the Lower House. Two other 
women have been appointed 
at the Upper' House. Jordan 
has one of the lowest illitera- 
cy rates among women in foe 
world. 

Population is an important 
and vital element of sustain- 
able development. Human 
integrity and well-being, cou- 
pled with environment, in- 
tegrity and economic efficien- 
cy are the basic variables that 
constitute sustainable de- 
velopment. 

The writer is an adviser to the 
government on economic and 
environmental affairs. Die 
above is based on a speech he 
gave at a meeting of the 
preparatory committee for 
the International Conference 
on Population and Develop- 
ment, which took place m 
New York. 


gians, politicians and writers among others. These are highly 
responsible, remarkably committed and immensely ctvmsed 
members of society. My guess, and I believe it' b an 
“educated 1 ’ guess, is that their percentage in foe Arab World 
does not exceed 20 out of 100, a percentage significantly lower 
than in the so-called developed countries. It is to them that we 
owe much of foe progress or advancement our society is 
undergoing (I say “much” because part of the progress can be 
attributed to the force of history and to external influences 
coining from world community: others invent computers, we 
buy them and use them, willingly or unwillingly). The main 
problem with this group is that it is generally not given the 
chance it deserves and foe location it needs from which to 
launch and assert itself more effectively, for a variety of 
reasons. Most members of this group are too polite, shy, 
modest, and inaggressive to make the desirable impact. 
Generally, they are the unknown soldiers. 

The second is represented by group B, a substantial 
majority — at least 60 per cent I would say. It comprises 
members from foe same walks of life as in A. Such group does 
not make any important impact on society, directly that is. Its 
members are what we often call (at best) middle-of-the-road 
individuals. They are on the whole too aloof, too carefree, too 
disinterested, too lazy and too detached. 

The third force, group C, is also a minority group, perhaps, 
no more than 20 per cent. However, its impact on the Arab* 
society is both most significant and alarming. Its members are 
highly motivated, tremendously aggressive, remarkably 
shrewd, and they enjoy an unbelievable level of stamina. 
Generally, they are selfish, disrespectful of others, and 
subversive. Drey have very low moral values. I call them 
system breakers, the AIDS virus which is ferociously attacking 
the Arab World’s immune system. Clearly, they derive much 
- of their strength (aside from their own perverse ways and 
degraded character traits) from the ineffectiveness of foe other 
two groups. 

The solution? We, as society, need to give group A a better 
chance than it is given, and we need to pay more attention to 
'group B. Group A itself must also try to assert itself more 
eloquently; to express its own mind more forcefully, to fight 
for what it believes to be right and to make itself visible. 
Group B must wake up and get involved. If this happens, 
group C wQl inevitably weaken and perhaps even vanish. If 
this does not happen group C mil continue to drag our society 
toward foe brink of disaster. If the status quo in foe Arab 
society remains as it is, foe baby we are expecting in foe early 
years of the coming century will most probably be a mouse. 

This is my own hypothesis plain and simple. What is yours? 



Afghans look to 
U.N. to end years 
of civil war 


Authoritarian rule seen persisting in South Korea 


Jordan tackles population challenge j»£2J 


By Jane Macartney 
Reuter 

HERAT, Afghanistan — “In 
foe past die United Nations 
Ctidte terteave Afghanistan at 
a crucial time. Will thp mis- 
sion also. leave us in ■'the- 
lurch?” Afghan woman 
teacher Aziza wanted to 
know. 

“Inshallah (God willing)’ 
no,” was foe reply from U.N. 
special envoy Mahmoud 
Mestiri, who is this month 
leading a peace caravan 
around Afghanistan. 

Mr. Mestiri’s mission aims 
to end two years of interne- 
cine war among rival factions 
in the Islamic coalition gov- 
ernment that has accelerated 
foe destruction of a country 
already reeling from 13 years 
of Soviet occupation and civil 
war. 

Expectations of the United 
Nations are high. 

Thousands lined the streets 
to welcome Mr. Mestiri to 
the northern city of Mazar-I- 
Sharif, powerbase of ex- 
Communist warlord General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, tos- 
sing poppies at his car and 
brandishing placards reading ■ 
“no war, we want peace." 

Mr. Dostum, bis forces 
allied with foe radical Hezb- 
I-Islami group of Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar against President - 
Burfaanuddm Rabbani in the 
struggle for power in Kabul, 
was eager to show his enthu- 
siasm for the United Nations. 

Blackbearded horsemen in 
Mr. Dostum's garrison head- 
quarters vied for the honour 
of showing Mr. Mestiri a 
round of Buzkashi, a game 
resembling soccer on horse- 
back in which the aim is to 
wrestle the headless carcass 
of a goat from mounted oppo- 
nents and to fiing it into a 
circle marked by chalk. 

Students at Mazar-I- 
Sharifs Balkh University said 
they were confident foe Un- 
ited Nations would stop foe 
fighting in Kabul, collect the 
thousands of heavy weapons 
from guerrilla hands and su- 
pervise elections. 

“We have expectations' 
from you and our expecta- 
tions are high," 'Aziza told 
Mr. Mestiri m a meeting. in 
foe western city of Herat. 

Diplomats and even U.N. 
officials acknowledge pri- 
vately that Afghans may be 
deeply disappointed if they 
invest high hopes in the U.N. 
peace mission. 

“I’m nervous that nothing 
will come of this and then 
there will be a backlash 
against the U.N.," one offi- 
cial said privately. 

In August 1992, as Aziza 
emerged briefly from Purdah 
to remind Mr. Mestiri, foe 
United . Nations evacuated 
Kabul when the city came 
under a blistering rocket and 
artillery bombardment by 


Mr. Hekmaiyar. 

The United Nations has yet 
to reestablish a permanent 
presence in a capital where 
rockets are a daily hazard. 
Funding diminishes each year 
as international donors be- 
.jiome increasingly reluctant 
to invest in a land where 
fighting is the order of the 
day. 

Security considerations 
that colour U.N. policy are 
lost on ordinary Afghans in 
Kabul who have nowhere 
else to run and regard the 
U.N. withdrawal as an aban- 
donment. 

As foe bloody battle for 
supremacy in Kabul drags 
into a third year, leaving 
11,000 dead since the guerril- 
las took power in April 1992, 
Afghans say they have little 
choice but to pin their hopes 
on some form of U.N. in- 
tervention. 

Cities such as . Mazar-I- 
Sharif and Herat are prosper- 
ing from months of peace, 
but fears linger that the lack 
\of a ceasefire in Kabul 
threatens their fragile ordei M 

Armed men are visible 
everywhere. 

Mr. Dostum receives 
guests in Mazar-I-Sharif at 
his headquarters in the fort of 
war, a rambling mud stron- 
ghold built in foe late 19fo 
century. 

Looking slightly 21 at ease 
in a business suit, the ex- 
Co nun unist militia general 
proudly showed off 32 jet 
fighters to Mr. Mestiri at his 
main Shfbarghan air base. 

Mr. Dostum’s show of 
might was matched in Herat 
where rival governor Ismail 
K ha n paraded one-legged 
veterans on crutches, U.S.- 
made Stinger missiles, rocket 
launchers mounted on camels 
and- dozens of Soviet- mari e 
tanks on 'the second 
anniversary of the fail of the 
ancient dty to foe mujahi- 
deen. 

Commandoes killed, skin- 
ned and ate raw snakes in 
front of foe reviewing stand. 
SU-22 jets Skimmed the 
heads of the crowd. 

“This is a preliminary step 
by foe UN.,’’ Mr. Khan, aS 
ally of Mr. fabbani, said 
after meeting 'foe mission. 

Mr, Khan, a veteran guer- 
rilla commander during 13 
years of jihad against foe 
former Soviet-backed gov- 
. eminent, did not appear im- 
patient for a quid; end to foe 
fighting in Kabul that lolls, 
several people each day. I 

Mr. Mestiri disagreed: “I 
have found that time is not 
veiy important in Afghanis- 
tan... But time is important 
for us.’’ 

. A week earlier, Mr. Mes- 
tiri identified the biggest 
problem facing his mission 
the lust for power that iW 
vates^foe battle among foe 







tona Husseini 

. Special to the Jordan 
. Times . 

AMMAN — Some of us 
have experienced the 
wonders - of Wadi Rum by 
moving pound on foot , 
horseback, camel or cars. 
We were awed .bv the 
magnificent landscape of 
pinkish . rocky mountains 
eroded. by centuries of na- 
ture’s elements, yet craggy 
and with steep slopes that 
delight the mountaineers. 

Imagine now seeing all 
this marvelous scenery 
while soaring high in th e 
sky. One can do it by 
flying a balloon, an adven- 
ture made possible by the 
Jordan Tourism Lovest- 
$ meats (JTI) and Virgin 
Airship ana Balloons of 
England _ 

One clear Thursday 
morning , with blue skies 
. and not one gust of wind. I 
made this unforgettable 
trip over Wadi Rum in a 
balloon flying the. colours 
of our airline „ Royal 
Jordanian. 

“J'ump aboard and let 
us start the trip, " Captain 
Graham Connolly, a pro- 
fessional balloonist with 
years of experience as an 
aircraft ana balloon pilot , 
told us after preparations 
for take off. The flames, 
tike a dragon spitting tire, 
were hissing , breaking the 
silence of the early 
Z morning. 

The padded basket 
attached to the balloon,' 
(which was to be our flight 
cabin) was held to the 
ground by two trainees 
and ready for us to hop in. 

The eight of us. max- 
imum capacity, went 
aboard and the balloon 
4 started to slowly rise to 


Ballooning — a new way to discover Jordan 
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tbm bmanty of Wadi Bum as shb from thm balloon in tbm marly hours of thm morning ( Photo by Bmna Hussmini) 


the sky. Half an hour la- 
ter, at 3,000 feet, our 
cruise altitude, the breeze 
was gently caressing our 


faces and the silence was 
interrupted only by the 
droning of the names 
beating the air to keep us 


afloat. 

Under us. the red dunes 
of the Wadi and the softly 
curved mountains were in- 


terrupted by bushes 
among which 'sheep were 
unperturbedly grazing. 
The bucolic atmosphere 


is indeed “history in the 
making", as Capt. Con- 
nolly put it. bringing one 
back in time to a~more 


peaceful era in the exist- 
ence of humankind. 

“Balloons are creatures 
of the sky and are made to 


fly freely and aimlessly in 
the atmosphere. ” > aid the 
captain, adding; *’Vou do 
nor ha\e to be' a bird to By 
in the sky, the balloon is 
there to make your wishes 
come true." 

And like birds we felt 
indeed up there, carefree 
and elated, wishing that 
the trip w ould ne\er come 
to an end. 

But , like all gixnl things 
in life, our fhehl had to 
conic to an enl \VV slow- 
ly starred losing altitude 
and the round ford calmly 
came to rest i »n the ground 
gliding oil a gently slope ot 
air. 

"We Jo not have to 
experience the risk hikers 
go through climbing the 
mountain. The mountain 
is there for us to see and 
enjoy with no risks, ” said 
the captain “Besides, it is 
the safest thing method 
arounJ. and p:i\sengets 
are fully insurer as in inost 
airlines . " 

The exhilarating adven- 
ture costs JL) per hour 
and JO do for half an hour 
f »r Jordanians and ft *r ft fe- 
igners JP 1 10 and JP t*5 
respectively . 

Trips are tfganised dai- 
ly. early in the morning 
;ind late in the afternoon, 
when "Hinds are gentle 
and the new is most re- 
markable. " 

Cant. Connolly is cur- 
rently training three 
Jordanian pilots and three 
copilots. They are ex- 
pected to take over their 
Jobs in one year's time. 

The firing season is 
April through June and 
September rhrnm:/i De- 
cember. 

As for the experience, it 
is a w onderful wav of dis- 
covering the beauty of our 
country. 
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Our artists need to have a detent life too 


■My .Mohammajtf ti M athar iqja 
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Daring the Guff-War, the Jordanian. Artists Associa- 
tion (JAA) naturally supported the official and national 
Jordanian stand bat it is now paying the price for 
assuming that attitude, JAA President Mohammad 
Abbadi said. 

He says “ our stand regarding the Gulf crisis has 
brought about a decline iq the Jordanian standard of 
living and has been responsible for our humiliation, ” 
Abbadi said. “The majority of Jordanian artists are now 
unemployed and some have been forced to sell their 
furniture for survival .” 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 


The “dictatorship ofgeograpay ” was, no doubt, behind 
the emergence of some historical facts and also the 
defini tion of the state’s pmdpled policies, as well as 
Jordan’s social, cultural aid economic structure. 

Geography is also responsible for keeping the King- 
dom surrounded by certan regimes and states that can 
by no means accept any form of rule not catering to their 
own taste nearby, as tiny usually threaten with their 
tribal mentality to impose their own will. 

This is clearly manifested in the neighbouring regim- 
es’ stand towards Jorcan at the official , political and 
social levels concerning various questions. This has no 
doubt forced Jordan tc take meticulous care in handling 
matters considered sensitive to its neighbours. 

Only once did Jordan tty to deal with matters 
differently — during the Gulf crisis — with the result 
(bat it brought npoi itself the wrath and the corse of 
these neighbours. ... 

As a result, otir people have been paymg a heavy 
price in the form rf siege, humiliation and boycott. 

Also as a cOnsedience, a large number of Jordanian 
artists who were fble to compete with thdr Egyptian 
and Syrian countcpaits in the 1970s and 1980s are now 
subjected to colltctive punishment. 


Artists surely hope that the situation would improve 
and' the attitude of the neighbouring regime would 
change after re-examining their policies and would once 
again accept the Jordanian artists’ works , be added. 

Jordanian artist and television producer Mohammad 
Bannawi said to date nothing has changed despite 
promises made at the official level here. He said officials 
bad promised to deal with the ordeal of the Jordanian 
artists and help ensure for them the minimum level of 
decent living until the smaoori improves but nothing 


happenqd^as yet. 

Abbadi and Bannawi are in agreement that the state 
which owns and operates the media for television and 
radio broadcasting has a special responsibility towaixis 
the artists who have no access to the markets of the 
neighbouring countries under the current circumst- 
ances. The state is also responsible in this regard since it 
does not allow the private sector to own and operate 
commercial television stations which could absorb part 
of the artists’ work. 

“We demand that the state interfere on two fronts," 
Abbadi said, “first he said financing local television 
drama series since local production firms tend to shun 
entering into such ventures under the present circumst- 
ances.” 

“ Such a move can help find employment for many 

Q ualified artists and actors and so save them from the 
umihation of poverty and decline, ” Abbadi said. 

He stresses that the state has the capability and the 
potential to finance television production. This is dear 
from the fact that the state has been in the practice of 
spending $100,000 on a single artistic function, a sum 
that could finance the production of three local televi- 
sion series of high quality. 

Secondly, Abbadi called on the government to do 
something to amend current regulations and legislations 


with the aim of protecting the rights and the interests of 
the Jordanian artists. 

He said the government could change the present 
situation in which preference is given to the Egyptian 
and Syria television series which arc normally bought at 
rates three times more than those paid for focal 
productions. 

The government can stop employing artists and actors 
Bom neighbouring Arab states under the pretext that 
this is being done in response to conditions and terms 
required by these countries that later import and screen 
Jordanian television series. 

It should be noted here that Information Minister 
Jawad Anani . who last Thursday beard some of the 
complaints from the Jordanian arris rs. has committed 
himself to ensuring the allocation of JD 1 million to 
finance the production of 10 Jordanian television series 
of tine quality. 

Mr. Anani also promised to put forth the artists plight 
at a cabinet meeting and advocate their just cause. 

Bannawi, who is also JAA vice-president, believes 
that the major help that could come from the govern- 
ment to the artists lies in speeding up the implementa- 
tion of a new artists association law because the JAA 
and its regulations constitute the best guarantee for the 
artists’ survival and ensures the artists' careers. 


From the eye of an expatriate 


By Claire Davies 

Jordan has ben the subject of an exUnMe sun^ to 
find oat what expatriates Irving here really think of the 
country in w tch they are basal, their adaptation to a 
different culure, the high points and the disappoint 
■ meats. Over one hundred exp atriates were am^tal 
originating row twelve different countries though 
stipe cent of those questioned were of British 
nationatityhe ratio of women to men respondents was 
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reputation as a terrorist haven ( albeit a Western 
opinion), and enticing visitors back — one third of 
respondents have already visited or intend to visit the 
country. Saudi Arabia, alongside Kuwait, finds itself at 
the bottom of the pile with just 11 per cent. On further 
examination, many of those questioned cited the restric- 
tions on freedom for women as their prime reason for 
not wishing to visit the Gulf. 

The Western media is often accused of giving the 
Middle East a had press and although Jordan ’s popular- 
ity as a tourist destination appears to be on the increase, 
relatively few Westerners have experienced the lifestyle 
first hand. With this in mind, respondents were asked 
what they considered to be common misconceptions, in 
their home countries, about Jordan as a country and the 
lifestyle led within. 

Discussion of weather conditions must be as dose to 
British hearts as the traditional “English cuppa.” Given 
the predominantly British slant on the survey one 
should not be surprised therefore to see the climate 
featuring prominantiy in this list. Seventy five per cent 
respondants felt that their fellow countrymen , no doubt 
shivering under drizzly skies back home, believed 
temperatures rarely, if ever, dipped below 30 degrees 
Centigrade. (If only it were true). 

If me tourist authorities here are p/eased at that bit of 
news, the next may provide food for thought — Almost 
50 per cent of those questioned thought that outsiders 
perceived Jordan to be “politically unstable ” and a 
dangerous country to visit; a perception which could no 
doubt be equally applied to a whole group of countries 
in tins region. Omen perceived misconceptions were 
concerned principally with the confusion of Jordan with 
countries in the Gulf. Commonly cited misconceptions 
included: Oil-rich, illegal to drink , veils for women 
obligatory, tads, of women’s rights , and only desert 
landscape. 


Relatively few expatriates appear to socialise in 
principally Jordanian circles, expatriates in Jordan 
through marriage to a Jordanian understandably 
accounting for the majority of this number. The bulk of 
expatriates tend to mix with fellow countrymen and 
outer expatriates who’s idea of entertainment and, 
perhaps more importantly, language is the same as their 
own. Of those questioned only 5 per cent claimed to be 
fluent in Arabic and whilst 30 per cent professed to have 
baric communication skills, only a quarter of those 
questioned were taking lessons. An indication perhaps 
of the lack of social and also business necessity , given 
the high standard of English spoken by many Jorda- 
nians. 

Despite the lack of understanding of the Arabic 
language, 43 per cent of respondants purported to 
possess a good understanding of Islam, with another 45 
per cent wishing to bui/d on their current awareness. 

Turning to another topic. Western countries are often 
seen to be pro-Israeli and media reports regarding the 
Palestinian struggle biased in Israel’s favour. In support 
of this view, over 20 per cent of respondants admitted 
that their understanding of the Palestinian issue was 
whar they now consider to have been inaccurate prior to 
coming to Jordan. Another 50 per cent had only a vague ■ 
understanding of the issues involved, however did 
consider this understanding to be accurate. 

As regards the likelihood of success in the Middle 
East peace talks , there were no surprises — expatriates 
are split, fairly predictably so, fifty-Gfty on the chances 
for peace. 

Expatriates were also asked to give their opinion on a 
scale of 1-5, (1 being excellent and 5 poor), of certain 
facilities and services in Jordan. Out in front by a long 
way was the taxi service — cheap, reliable, friendly, 
everywhere when you need them, and who minds the 
odd crash every now and then at that price? At the other 


end of the spectrum, two-thirds of respondants find the 
entertainments available in Amman i.e. concerts , 
theatre, cinema , etc. either unsatisfactory or poor. This 
could be a direct result of the greater cultural emphasis 
on family and home life here than in the West, and the 
relative lack of expectations as regards entertainment 
outside the home. Restaurants, however, seem to please 
the expatriates, the reasonable prices and wide variety 
from which to choose making their frequentation a 
popular evening out. 

Whilst sports facilities and public transport were 
awarded the ubiquitous “OK”, tourism facilities re- 
ceived the thumbs down. Expatriates may be pleased to 
hear that the Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities has 

recently prepared a detailed study on a new strategy to 
promote internal and externa/ tourism in Jordan. 
Currently however, access to some tourist rites can be a 
problem without the use of private transport, no doubt 
due to 'e prevalance of organised tour buses. This, of 
cours- , _ t s no reflection on the quality of rites which 
can be visited — Petra is frequently described as 
" awesome , beautiful, out of this world” and visitors are 
often fortunate enough to have such delights to them- 
selves — barring the odd came/, goat herder or bedouin 
trying to sell the all-important souvenirs. 

Jordan is a beautiful country. There is much diversity 
and the majority of expatriates live happily within the 
much-respected Arab culture. But now for the crunch 
question — Expatriates were asked: “ Given the oppor- 
tunity and career prospects ro remain in Jordan inde- 
finitely, would you stay?” Only 10 per cent answered 
mas”. I guess this just goes to prove that age-old saying, 
there's no place like home." 

The writer is a freelance Journalist based in London. She 
recently ended a three-month stay in Jordan. Ms. Davies 
contributed the above article to the Jordan Times. 
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Painful translation 


_ .■ 
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By lean-CbiHle £2 las 

I was recently given a COpy of a languag e t ransl ation 
programme for personal computers (PC)- Hie friend 
who gave if to me was asking whether l could test and 
evaluate the said software . 

Knowing that even on large mainframe computers 
there is nothing such as a good translation software (not 
yet at least), I bad all the reasons' to be sceptical about 
the reality of this product on a humble PC. Neverthe- 
less, having in hand Sve small floppy disks that 
promised to translate any text from English to French or 
from English to German, in both directions, I could not 
but rush home and try it for myself on my PC. 

/ was right. It did not take long to find that die 
programme doesn’t provide a translation good enough 
to be seriously used. It is just a little better than the 
word-to-word translation available on small band held 
machines — the ones that look like pocket calculators. 

The software though is fun to use. First you specify 
the language to translate from and the one to translate 
to. Then you type in a text , as in a regular word 
processor and ask the programme to start the transla- 
tion. It takes only three or four seconds to “ translate ” a 
60-word paragraph on a 486-class computer. 

The final result however, is disappointing. The system 
doesn't take into consideration any of the language 
particularities nor the idioms. It does not analyse the 
context of the sentence (its meaning). It does however , 
follow the simple syntax and grammar rules like plurals, 
gender, inversion of adjectives and nouns, etc... In a 
specific case it made a gross error — translating from 
English to French, it added an extra “e” to “superbe”, 
making it “superbee'’ for the feminine! 

In dte best case, such a translation will give a very 
rough idea of the meaning of the source language. In 
the worst, it could be totally misleading. In no case, the 
obtained result can be used in real life , whatever the 
purpose of the operation . The system is hopeless even in 
very simple cases like, for instance, giving instructions 



to a tourist. 

For decades now, analysts and programmers have 
been desperately trying to design a perfect tttiSslation 
software. Solving the problem means Gghtngjfpt three 
different levels: processing power or speed, data storage 
and finding die right algorithms or the methods of 
programming. Today's mainframes provide more than 
enough power and disk storage for this purpose. The 
complexity of the algorithms however is such that even 
with huge processing power and data storage, the result 
is not satisfactory. 

The major difficulty comes from the above mentioned 
points — idioms, context, etc... These elements do not 
obey definable rules. 

They are therefore . difficult if not impossible to 
translate. Making die computer memorise all the 
possible variations and idiomatic expressions is tanta- 
mount to teaching a person a foreign language. Which is 
exaedy the new approach analysts are ta ki n g to the 
subject. 

Artificial Intelligence, a computer subject everybody 
was talking about in the eighties, was supposed to bring 
answers to “non-linear’ ’ problems like language transla- 
tion. So far it didn’t. Even if it does, in the near future, 
computers will not be able to provide translations with 
the quality of that of a human being. A writer (a 
translator is a writer, agreed?) has a style, a reflection of 
his personality and bis culture. What personality, what 
culture does a computer have? 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammad A. Shuqair 

TANTALISING FACTS BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


— In 1894 there were only four automobiles in the 
United States. 

— It is impossible to sneeze when both eyes are open. 

— Voltaire drank seventy cups of coffee every day. 

— The Irish language is the most difficult language to 
speak. 

— For no apparent reason , men get appendicitis more 
often than women. 

— A great percentage of British women have thumb 
swelling and inflammation when they reach the age 
of forty, a 

LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 

— I have no money. Can you lend me some? 

Laysa today fulus. Hal tastati’ an takridani baadan 

min’ha? 

— Sorry , I think one dinar won't do. 

Assif, azonno anna dinaran wahklan to yakG. 

— Hussein rarely visits you, doesn't he? 

Kaltoma yazooroka Hussein, atoysa kazalik? 

— He's always busy. Howa da'iman mashgbool. 

— Did you see your uncle? Hal ra’ayta anunak? 

— We were at his house yesterday. 

Konua fee baitihi ams. 

— I want two dollars and a half, please. 1 

Greed dolarain wa nisf, tow samahL 

— I’m bankrupt. Ana muflis. 

— How many books do you have? 

Kam kitaban ma'aka? 

— I've five books and a pen. 

Indi khamsat kotob wa katom. 

— What do you eat in the morning? 

Maza ta'kol fis-sabah? 

— I eat some bread, butter and jam. 

Aakol baadan minal khobz, waz-zubda wal-murabba. 

— Are these eggs fresh? Hal bazal bayd tazff? 

— We don't sell bad eggs. 

Nahnv la nabi ’ baydan fasktan. 

JOKES 

B What's the difference between a hill and a pill? 
— One goes up and the other goes down. 

it it ir it Hr 

M What are the largest ants in the world? 

— Eleph-ants . 

ir Hr it it 

B Doctor.' How’s your husband's lumbago? 

. Wife; Nor too good. I rubbed his back with whisky 
like you told me to and he broke his neck trying to' 
lick it off! 

it it it it' it 

M Three biscuits were crossing the road when the first 
one was knocked down and then a second was 
knocked down. What did the third biscuit say as he 
reached the pavement in safety? 

— Crumbs! 

it it it Hr it 

B Postman : Is this letter for you, sir? The name is all 
smudged. 

Man: No. my name is Allsop. 


1. What is the origin of the Marathon? 

2. Who was known as “the king over the water”? 

3. Why don’t men have tails? 

4. What is an accentor? A briard? 

5. Which European language has the largest vocabul- 
ary? 

YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

B BOOKS:, You can anticipate slow but steady prog- 
ress and a calm pleasant life ahead if books were the 
main feature of your dream. 

it It it Hr it 

B DOVE: White doves signify happy domestic affairs 
and/or a peaceful solution to any agreements which 
may be troubling you. A flock of doves predicts 
sudden travel or the return of an old friend from a 
distance. The cooing of doves promises reciprocal- 
love, hut the voice of a turtledove heralds some 
approaching sadness. 

it ■*3r *3" it it 

B EXAMINATION: The classic daddy of obstacle 
dreams with a classic simplicity of meaning. If you 
failed the examination . the dream is telling you that 
your ambitions are beyond your ability and you 
would benefit from a change of goal. However, if you 
passed the exam easily or it presented no major 
problem to you. it predicts comfortable achievement 
of all your hopes. 


(1) FIND THE WORD 

Can you supply letters in the places indicated by the 
’X' so that the same seven-lettered word may be read 
twelve times? 
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it it it it it 


How do you do? 

— Do what? 


(2) MISSING LETTERS 

By inserting the letter G thirteen times it is possible to 
make the following collection of letters into a reason- 
able sentence. What is this sentence? 

ARIMACINAROYLEISLE 
S S A R A V A TINTHANAILl 
N lOLO 

it it ft ft tfr 


(3) Which of these is the odd one out? 
Cove, point, gulf, bay , bight , inlet? 

it it it it it. 


(4) Can you think of a single-word anagram of MON- 
DAY? 



Water, water nowhere 


By E Yaghi 


/ 


One night On April 16, just before the break of dawn, 
near a mountain circle, a water pipe which serviced a 
four storey building, broke. The precious liquid gushed 
out and ■ shot up higher than a camel’s eye almost 
touching the electrical wires langjng above like a geyser. 
Though the landlord of the property conceived whose 
line it was that broke promptly notified the proper water 
authorities, no one came to shut off the Bow of water 
until the ■ next day and meanwhile, the pipe which 
gridled a busy street, continued to spurt water into the 
air to the disturbance of drivers and pedestrians alike. 

Finally, those alert water employees, after continuous 
phone calls from the concerned landlord, sent a group of 
workers out to fix the problem pope. Happily, the 
landlord rushed out to greet the labourers and in his 
glee, bought soft drinks for them all. Little did he realise 
that the pipe wasn’t being fixed after all, but being cut 
off forever. Later that night when he returned to the 
workers, he asked them exactly why they seemed to be 
severing the line instead of mending it. He was assured: 
“Don’t worry, sir, although we’re tying off this line, we 
are going to install a new one for you up the street." 

Slightly cynical, the landlord returned to bis home a 
bit disgruntled and waited. Then he waited some more 
and waited and waited and waited for the water 
authority to come and put for him a line to replace the 
one that they bad so easily shut Yet not wanting to 
remain idle about the issue, he tried on many occasions 
to contact the Water Department. Often, their fine was 
busy, and sometimes, no one answered at all inspite of 
the fact that the department is open 24 hours, day and 
night. On frequent occasions, an employee would say 
without bothering or waiting to hear the landlord’s 
address, “sure, weTI have someone out there in an hour 
or so,” just to get rid of him. 

Of course, no one came, ever. The old line remained 
severed and no new supply of water was issued, denying 
four Boors or renters and the landlord and bis family any 
means of securing water that was due them not only as 
taxpayers but as citizens of a country that owes its 
existence to the value of its people. The line had been a 
bother for some time. Initially, it was dug too close 
beneath the surface of the street and because it was 
situated in an area of constant traffic, the line broke 
every so often. Workers would be sent out to repair the 
damage only to have the same problem occur again and 


prom^s P Timmedi 3 t e supp/y, tte 

and the ones who desperately need water are ah 

f °o£week later, after many promises andevenafta 
this fantastic statement by one employee who had the - 
.. j a-ion. ‘Vih are vou the one that the new line 
was being dug for? (This was a different line that the 
landJordhad nothing at all to do with) You could be 

landlord articulated as clearly ashts 
nerves would allow: “ Will you please let me get a word 
in 9 First of all, I have nothing to do with this hne you 
! were digging further up the street and tiiats your 
business to know who you are putting a hne for. Second , 
of all, my line was cut off by your department and Tvc 
not had water since April 17. I have four floors of 
renters who have had no water at all for a week. Th e - 
i severance of the line is not my fault but yours because m 
the first p/ace, it was not placed properly in the street. 
The entire affair is one of mismanagement, disorganisa- 
■ tion and employees who care nothing about the people 
they are paid to serve.” 

Within this week without water, temperatures soared 
to 36 degrees. Wild winds blew red dirt which covered 
the dty The landlord’s stairs were blanketed with a 
thick layer of dirt. There was no water at all and some 
small children, one a baby, depend on a supply of the 
essence of life nowhere to be found. ■ ■ 

But even in true stories which prove stranger than 
fiction, miracles can happen so at 12 midnight not long 
after this article was begun , some labourers appeared Oh 
the scene to re-dig a hole in the street where th& - 
landlord’s line had been amputated and rc-connectcd, _ 
his old line back to him once again. There remains a 
deep scar cutting across the street where cars have to- 
slow down to pass over, causing traffic congestion, but 
at least there m one building of occupants who dare not 
complain for at last they have wafer once again. *.l 
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Making waves: Radio pjs stir 
debate over on-air ahtics 


NEW YORK (AP) —A St. 
Louis radio station airs 
phone messages believed to 
be a TV weatherman talk- 
ing about a love affair. A 
day later, he dies in a ffeiy 
plane crash, that appears to 
be a suicide. 

A Chicago disc jockey 
suggests to listeners that a 
TV anchorwoman — and 
recent widow — is pregnanr 
by a Chicago Bulls player. 
A judge refuses to dismiss 
her defamation lawsuit. 

A Texas radio station 
announces it has hidden 
money in Fort Worth 's lib- 
rary. Hundreds storm the 
building, tearing out pages, 
tossing books on the floor. 

Responsible radio? At a 
time when New York disc 
jockey Howard Stem wins 
fame, fortune and great rat- 
ings with outrageous com- 
ments about sex and other 
taboo subjects, the antics of 
lesser-known disc jockeys 
are raising questions, too , 
about what can — and 
should be uttered on public 
airwaves. 

In cases such as the re- 
cent library ransacking, it’s 
simply a promotion gone 
amok. In instances such as 
last month’s tragedy in St. 
Louis, it’s a trickier issue — 
the privacy rights of public 
personalities. 

“It’s really difficult be- 
cause a public figure will 
take all die positive public- 
ity they can get. take you 
into their homes, show you 
their furniture and tell you 
their hobbies, but when 
they do something wrong. 


they want to slam the 
door,” argues Bill Viands, 
general manager at WKBQ 
in St. Louis , which aired the 
weatherman's tape. “ You 
can 7 have it both ways.” 

TV tabloid journalism. 
Viands says, also has 
altered the landscape be- 
cause “ the public has come 
to expect... the intrusive 
type of coverage on peo- 
ple. ” 

Jim Hoyt, a broadcast 
journalism professor at the 
University of Wisconsin- 
Madison , agrees that the 
rules have changed. 

" Stations are attempting 
to push the kind of general- 
ly accepted format further. ” 
he said. “ I think the stations 
may be playing with tire.” 

One questionable inci- 
dent arose on March 22 
when WKBQ morning 
drive DJs Steve Shannon 
and D.C. Chymes inter- 
viewed a woman named 
Donna Henry. She had se- 
cured a protective court 
order , claiming St. Louis 
TV weatherman Bob 
Richards was harassing her 
after she broke off an affair. 

Those charges, denied by 
Mr. Richards, were re- 
ported in the news media. 

She then played for the 
DJs answering machine 
tapes, one in which a man 
she identified as the mar- 
ried Richards declared bis 
love for her. Shannon and 
Chymes repeatedly said she 
was making allegations; Mr. 
Richards didn't accept sta- 
tion offers to respond. 



Guy Phillips, a St. 
broadcaster and 
Richards' friend, said 
weatherman was franl 
afterward, saying his career 
was over. 

Shortly after midnii 
Mr. Richards' private meae 
crashed. The crash is 
investigated, but no mectii 
meal problems have bet 
detected. Mr. Phillips ant 
others believe it was , 
suicide. 

“ Did they have a right to 
run the woman's inter- 
view?” Mr. Phillips asked. 
“Yes. Did they have a right 
to run the tape? Yes. Is it 
the right thing to do? No. 
...They didn’t kill Bob 
Richards, but / think they 
were some son of catalyst in 
his behaviour 

This isn 7 the first imbrog- 
lio involving Mr. Shannon 
and Mr. Chymes. They 
were Bred last May for an 
on-air racial slur. They took 
a sensitivity course and 
were rehired by new man- 
agement in January. 

Their boss said they acted 
responsibly in this latest in- 
cident and treated Mr. Hen- 
ry' as a straightforward, se- 
rious interview. 

Mr. Chymes said he 
wouldn’t have bandied the 
interview differently, but 
added that “if we were to 
know that we could have 
done anything or nor done 
anything, we would have — 
but nobody knew that. ” 

In Chicago, an $8 million 
lawsuit is pending against 
WBBM-FM's Joe Bohan- 
non, who is accused of 




broadcasting a false rumour 
last year about the patency f 
of die unborn child of Joan 
Esposito, a news anchor for 
WMAO-TV. . J 

Howard Pearl. Ms. Esjjy- _ 
sito’s attorney, said thcti^c 
jockey later signed sur&ih 
■ davit stating he knew itt" 

'a baseless rumour. A ji 
in February refused to < 
miss the case. T %- 

While those cases jSb- 
volved public personalities, 
DJs have angered others 
with promotions such asme 
port Worth incident , wf«re 
YNG-FM listeners ware 
>ld money was hiddedfja 
- library stacks. V 1 ' 

ogramme director 
i an said the intent # » 
encourage reading Wy 
offtring $100, but lib&jj.. 
spokeswoman Marsha 
rson said some of The 
8Q0)eople who stormed^ 
builting said thev heard it 
was Vp to $10,000. 

Arout 100 books were 
ed and thousands 
otheritossed about in the 
feveris hunt for dcflats, 
Mrs. Inderson said. The 
statiorl has promised to 
make » mends, including 
paying Yor the damaged, 
donating $10,000 
materials. \.? 
feral Communka- 
‘ mission in 1$92 
more dangerous 
roving a $25,000 
hoax involving 
catastrophe~_A 
of a nuclear 
St. Louis rwfiu 
_ the GulfYfiu 
\pt the rulingi - 
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Japan diners eyeball latest 


By Olivier Fnbre 

Reuter 

TOKYO — Japanese trend- 
setters say it lowers blood 
pressure, clears the skin and 
stimulates the little grey 
cells. Diehard gourmets say 
tunaffsb eyeball is simply 
scrumptious. 

Japan has a wide variety 
of exotic fish dishes but 
until very recently the aver- 
age Japanese avoided look- 
ing this particular delicacy 
in the eye. An exception 
were fishermen, who tradi- 
tionally tossed eyeballs into 
their soup. 

Then, television began to 
hype the health benefits of 
docosahexaeonic acid 
(DHA), a natural substance 
purportedly good for pre- 


venting memory loss, 
cholesterol build-up, and a 
number of other ailments. 

Fish-industry nutritionists 
said DHA existed in rela- 
tive abundance behind the 
retina of a fish eye . 

They said tests had shown 
mice injected with DHA 
extracted from tuna 
eyeballs could remember 
the way through a maze far 
better than their acid-dep- 
rived brethren. 

Now that humans, too, 
have woken up to the merits 
of this long-shunned food, it 

is being canned and sold at 
a hefty premium in classy 
department stores around 
Tokyo. ■ 

“it’s only recently - and 
thanks to the media hype 
that the average Japanese 



has taken notice of tuna 
eyeballs.” said Michiyo 
Motomura , president of 
gourmet book publisher 
Nihon Shokuhin Shup- 
pansba. 

“ But personally I’ve al- 
ways eaten the eyeballs of 
any fish first. It's the tastiest 
pa %* Posher said. 

Of the five Japanese com- 
panies processing and sell - 
mg tuna eyeballs , Maruni 
buisan, a specialist tunafish 
company, said it helped 
pioneer the new food fad 
But I hadn’t realised 
how interested people 

^ W fUila e yeballs 
these reports came out . ” 
said Akira Nimura. the 
company's canning depart- 
ment chief. H 

Maruni Suisan boils the 


lookuMt' 
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eyeballs in sly 
Presents th e \ whole, M!, 

Mr. Nimura : \ ''Custom&s 
would comphin if flfcy 
opened the tifc and " 
they saw did 
eyeballs. ” 

At market, 
duct sells for 2 
</- to $3) ap 
tinned and set 
alongside ca via 
£ r as, the same 
letch nearly 1 J( 

Mr. Nimura 
that on average 
big-eyed tunafish 

the most \,cMf 

j?.°n ile 


orbs — 

month at Tokyo's i 
fish market. 

” Unfortunately 
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$ By Marilyn August 
The Associated Press 


Depardieu biography recounts actor’s rise from hardship 


correspondent for the 
Associated Press who spent 
i2 J^eais m Paris, inter- 


PARIS — Bom to an ilfiter- ZL25 I5 * m Pans - inter ~ 
ate drunk and a discon - m! dozens & family 

tented woman who tried to cIose fn 'ends, 

abort him with a knittinz ™^ e ^ ors - feIlow actors 
needle, Gerard Depardiet ds Zhn £ r * Alir i d Tom * m 
overcame neglect , poverty bL - h d,a Snosed a severe 
and a humiliating %e£h ^ a n S problem and helped 
impediment to tJon^e 7k%T a fr,7 8 ^ 

of France's greatest film dn!^ Uer tbey broke 


stars. 

A bearlike man - with 
boundless energy , Depar- 
dieu emerges in a new 


down. ' 

Afr. Chutkow presents 
Depardieu as multifaceted 
man: A gifted actor with 90 
to his credit since 


biography as a survivor . an ml l 55 L a 

endearingly complex man (112 ~ 

who grabbed misfortune wh 0 S ^f\ S n l me 

and crafted it into genius his own free- 

“Deoardiem ” ;* % 3‘ chickens live on the 


“ Depardieu ” is a coi- 
laborative biography by 
Paul Chutkow. 

“Gerard cooperated ful- 
ly, but he did not have the 
right of approval and he did 
not cam a cent. ” Mr. Chut - 
4 . k° w said in a telephone 
v interview. “I had carte 
blanche. He never inter- 
fered and only read the 
manuscript once it was com- 
pleted. " 

The two spent hundreds 
of hours together at Depar- 
dieu's home outside Paris 
and on location in exotic 
spots across the globe. 

Mr. Chutkow. a former 


form; a wine lover who pro- 
duces his own vintage. 

The book's publication 
here in French in early 
March was a major event , 
despite a lukewarm recep- 
tion from some critics . 

“ This is not a biography 
for movie-lovers. " wrote 
Jerome Garcin in the week- 
ly Evenement Du Jeudi. 

“It does not satisfy our 
curiosity about Depardieu's 
formula five relationships 
with people like (Marguer- 
ite) Duras, (Maurice) 
Pialat, Bertrand (Blier). 
(Claude) Bern. ... The au- 
thor merely wanted to bold 





Garanf Dwpardhaa 

up a mirror in front of see himself, head high, half- 
Depardieu. an actor he way through his fabulous 
admires and who doesn't life." 
much like himself, so he can The star who symbolises 


French cinema was weaned 
on American culture in 
Chateauroux, a backwater 
town in central France that 
was still reeling from Nazi 
occupation, rationing and 
economic depression when 
Depardieu was bom there 
in 1949. 

In 1951. Chateauroux be- 
came home to a NATO 
base that later swelled to 
accommodate 12,000 GIS 
and their families. Depar- 
dieu chewed juicy fruit 
gum , beebopped to the 
rhythms of Elvis Presley 
and Chubby Checker, 
snacked on burgers and 
milkshakes, and adopted 
James Dean and Marlon 
Brando as heroes. 

He also brushed with de- 
linquency — trafficking in 
ration cards and befriending 
young prostitutes working 
the base. 

Things at home were 
grim. Gerard's father. 
Dede. was a heavy-drinking 
ironworker who was often 
unemployed. Lilette, his 
mother,' dreamed about 
travelling to exotic places 
and blamed Gerard, her 
third child, for dipping her 
wings. 

They were not evil peo- 
ple. just ignorant . Afr. 


Chutkow writes. 

“Their family com- 
munication was generally a 
chaotic rumble of grunts . 
aborted thoughts, stifled 
feelings and yelling." Mr. 
Chutkow writes. 

Once the angry shouting 
subsided, the tension re- 
mained. The house. Depar- 
dieu later said, was ruled by 
“the law of silence. " 

He retreated into a pro- 
tective shell and ended up 
tongue-tied by the age of 6 
— just about the time Lilet- 
te confessed she never 
wanted him in the first 
place. One day. in a fit of 
rage . she told' him she had 
tried to end the pregnancy 
with a knitting needle. 

“That was the defining 
shock of his childhood, " 
Mr. Chutkow said. “ But he 
recovers from everything 
and turns it into emotional 
resources for his craft, 
Thai's his brilliance." 

Depardieu told Mr. 
Chutkow he had nightmares 
for years about knitting 
needles, concluding that, 
“if 1 can survive those knit- 
ting needles. I can survive 
anything. ” 

Depardieu was happy 
that the book rectified mis- 
conceptions about his child- 


France’s biggest hit — will it play in peoria? 




By Barbara Novovitch 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Claude 
Beni's epic retelling of an 
Emile Zola classic about 
19th century coalminers 
outsold even Jurassic Park 
at cinemas in France last 
year . but the French film- 
maker has more down-to- 
earth expectations for his 
f> latest Sim in the United 
States. 

Germinal, starring 
Gerard Depardieu , Miou 
Miou and Renaud — a pro- 
jest singer who to French 
youth is a combination 
Bruce Springsteen/Bob 
Dylan — was seen by well 
over six million people last 
year in France. 

The 61m also inspired 
$9.6 million sales of the 
Zola novel in paperback. 
Beni told .Reuters in New 
York. The book's title. like 
the Sim , refers to germina- 
tion- and rebirth. 

But Beni said he did not 
anticipate that sort of phe- 
nomenal success for his Sim 
in the United States, even 
though it generally has had 
a good critical reception 
and positive word -of mouth. 

“I'm a realist said Ber- 
ri, puffing nervously on a 
Lucky Strike cigarette. “/ 
think if people go to see the 
Sim. they will like it. 

“ But if they get the im- 


pression from the press that 
it's too difScult , perhaps 
they won't go. We have the 
impression now that people 
like to go (to the movies ) 
for entertainment, com- 
edies, easy things. And they 
don't like Sims that make 
them ask questions." 

Germinal, at $30 million 
the most expensive -French 
production ever, is now 
playing in New York, Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles and 
will roll out slowly across 
the United States, accord- 
ing to its distributors, Sony 
Pictures Classics. It has 
already grossed about 
$50,000 at just • three 
theatres. 

A New York Times critic 
called the Sim , which vivid- 
ly portrays the exploitation 
of coalminers by- wealthy 
mine owners ana presages 
the birth of unions and com- 
munism in France, “one of 
the most desperately 
romantic Sims ever made. " 

“ DifScult as it is to think 
of a coal-mining drama as 
sheer escapism, Germinal is 
most tempting for its vision 
of moral purity." wrote 
Janet MasJin. 

“ A Sim like Germinal is 
rare," said Beni. “There’s 
not only the challenge of 
ideas, there 's also the 
spectacle, the reconstitu- 
tion of history, the love 
story... This is a very emo- 


tional, very' moving film and 
at the end of it people will 
want to discuss -it. to discuss 
what happened at the end 
of the 19th century and 
what happens now .* 

Berri. best known to 
American audiences for 
Jean De Florette and Man- 
on Of The Spring (1986), 
said differing postwar ex- 
periences with communism, 
for example, would inSu- 
ence sympathies in the U.S. 


the war. 

The hulking French every- 
man. Depardieu, plays the 
leader of the French miners 
and Miou Miou his 
courageous wife. Renaud is 
the stranger who gets a job 
at the mine and a room with 
the couple and incites the 
workers to pursue a strike 
against the mine owners 
that ends tragically. 
Thousands of peasants and 
ex-miners from northern 


Germinal, at $30 million the most 
expensive French production ever, 
is hdw playing in New York, Chica- 
go and Los Angeles and will roll out 
slowly across the United States, 
according to its distributors, Sony 
Pictures Classics. It has already 
grossed about $50,000 at just three 
theatres. 


and France for Zola's story. 

Socialist or Communist 
ideas were anathema in the 
United States after World 
War II while in France the 
Communist Party was an 
integral and respected part 
of government. 

Beni dedicated Germinal 
to his father, a furrier “who 
always talked to me about 
the world’s injustice " and 
who voted Communist after 


France are extras in the 
film. 

Zola, perhaps most 
famous in the United States 
for his J' Accuse defence of 
the Jewish officer in the 
Dreyfus affair, wrote the 
story of Germinal after 
eight days spent in the coal 
mines of northern France in 
1S84. taking copious notes 
that remain the most accu- 
rate sociological and histor- 


ical document on the coun- 
try's mines of that period. 

At a New York screening 
of the film to benefit 
Amnesty International, the 
president of the human 
rights group called Zola “a 
one-man Amnesty Interna- 
tional of a century ago . " 

Germinal was nominated 
for 12 Cesars — the French 
equivalent of Academy 
A wards — and won two, for 
Best Cinematography and 
Best Costumes. 

Bern seemed uncon- 
cerned about not winning a 
Cesar as Best Director. 
Like U:S.. director Steven 
Spielberg, who was snub- 
bed repeatedly by the 
Academy Awards " before 
winning- this year with 
Schindler's List, Berri has 
been nominated four limes 
as Best Director but has not 
yet won the prize. 

Michael Barker of Sony 
Pictures Classics, distribu- 
tors of Germinal, said in a 
telephone interview that 
good foreign films and films 
with more serious topics 
have a wide audience in the 
United States but some- 
times take longer to find it. 

“There's always been an 
audience out there that 
wants more for their moxie- 


going experience, " said Mr. 
Barker. “If you've got a 
quality picture the audience 
is going to go see it." 
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By Tom Kirkwood 

Reuter 

HO CHJ MINH CITY, 
Vietnam — Residents of 
Ho Chi Minh City rarefy 
give the tiny shop m 
Nguyen Du Street a second 
glance but its goods are fast 
becoming some of VTef- 
,nam 's most sought-after 
commodities. 

Since Nguyen Thi Lan 
Huong opened Gallery 
Saigon for business a year 
ago, a steady stream of 
tourists, foreign business- 
men and a few we/i- 
tra veiled dealers have flock- 
ed to it searching for paint- 
ings by contemporary Viet- 
namese artists. 

No longer now are. the 
artwvrks hanging on the 
shop's walls die dirt-cheap 
bargains they used to be. 

“In 1991 . 1 sold two 
Phai's for $100 each. I must 
have been mad. Last month 
one Phai I sold, a 
nude, went for $10,0UU, 
said Ms. Huong. 

She was talking about 
works by the late Bui Xuan 
Phai . one of the most 
sought after masters or 


Vietnamese contemporary 
art. some of whose paint- 
ings hang in her simple gal- 
lery. 

The five-figure sum for 
the Phai. paid by a Hong 
Kong- based American 
banker, reflects the emerg- 
ence of Vietnamese art in 
the international market- 
place, she said. 

Ms. Huong. 27. realised 
the potential of Vietnamese' 
art in 1991 , when she 
opened her first gallery with 
a friehd. 

*7 had to persuade him to 
sell his car first." she re- 
calls. “We opened on Jan. 
15, 1991 and became the 
third gallery in Saigon. " 

Driving over a rartkng 
wooden bridge across the 
Saigon Rivet, on the way to 
‘ visit Nguyen Than — a les- 
ser known, but fast-rising 
star of the Vietnamese art 
scene - Ms. Huong ex- 
plains how she accumulated 
her collection. 

“ The artists, all of them 
are my friends. " she says. 
•i One will call me up and 
invite me for a drink. 
Another may invite me tor 
dinner... IF they have a 


painting to sell . they tell me 
and I arrange to see it. 

“If 1 like it J will buy it. If 
not. I may give them some 
money until they have a 
painting I want to buy." 

Ms. Huong’s business 
tactics have so far proved 
successful and her index of 
customers is comprehen- 
sive. Among a surprisingly 
long list of buyers are. for 
example, an attorney from 
Chicago, a company presi- 
dent from New York, an art 
consultant from Chicago, 
antique dealers from Hong 
Kong, and even a South 
Korean toymaker. 

Ms. Huong opened her 
Gallery Saigon indepen- 
dently last year, raising the 
$4,000 she needed to start 
up by selling her motorbike 
and ' some paintings from 
her first gallery, as well as a 
$1,500 commission on a 
land deal. 

She is also learning 
Japanese at night school . 
tapping into a pool of ener- 
gy released by Vietnam's 
highly successful Doi Moi 
(renovation) economic poli- 
cy, begun in 1986. 

An hour’s drive from 


Gallery Saigon, the house 
of 46-year-old artist Nguyen 
Than is in Ho Chi Minh 
City's Section 8, a dilapi- 
dated suburb of small 
houses interspersed by riots 
of bougainvillea and frangi- 
pani trees. 

Despite the rundown sur- 
roundings. behind plain 
concrete walls lies a dream 
house — a thick clump of 
shady trees emerges from a 
dark pond and shades a 
church-shaped house that, 
like Than's art, is larger- 
than-life. 

A squat man with long 
hair and wiry philosopher's 
beard. Than had a particu- 
larly difficult time after the 
Communist government 
came to power in 1976. For 
12 years after the war he 
worked as a part-time 
fisherman and cyclo driver. 
He was denied official em- 
ployment and forbidden to 
paint. 

But paint he did — at 
night, m secret, hiding his 
paintings in the roof of his 
simple reed hut. "Many 
paintings were spoiled when 
it rained," he said with a 
shrug. 


In 1988. he was rehabili- 
tated — “because of Doi 
Moi." he explained, with- 
out elaborating. 

The size of his new house 
reflects the success he has 
enjoyed since his rehabilita- 
tion. Huge walls surround- 
ing open-plan living spaces 
are hung with the large, 
dreamy works that are his 
trademark. 

Than's work, like that of 
many contemporary Viet- 
namese artists is quickly de- 
veloping an international 
following. His work 
appeared in a 1991 collec- 
tion of Vietnamese art 
shown by Hong Kong's 
Plum Blossoms Gallery, 
and more recently a visiting 
Australian collector bought 
10 of the artist's paintings 
after a visit to his home. 

While pan of the attrac- 
tion of Vietnamese art has 
been its value for money, a 
burgeoning demand is 
pushing up prices. 

Ho Chi Minh City's many 
gift shops now all have their 
own selections of local art. 
Not all of which however is 
coveted by international art 
dealers. 



OaadmBmrri 

In addition, major Holly- 
wood studios are now mak- 
ing movies that a few years 
ago would have been called 
art movies, he said — Re- 
mains Of The Day, The Joy- 
Luck Club. Schindler's List. 

“That can only help the 
business that we're in be- 
cause it sixes the theatres 
more solid programming 
throughout the year," Mr. 
Barker said. 


Demand soars for paintings by 
contemporary Vietnamese artists 


“A lot of people are 
trying their hand at painting 
because it is a way our of 
poverty." said Judith Day. 
co-owner of a Hong Kong 
gallery specialising in Viet- 
namese art. 

“My partners and I were 
very attracted to Viet- 
namese art. which is son of 
a blend of Asia and the 
West in a way that Japanese 
and Chinese art is not," she* 
explains. 

Ms. Day is hardly alone 
in her appreciation of what 
Vietnam’s artists have to 
offer. Her gallery in Hong 
Kong's trendy Lan Kwai 
Fong district is to publish a 
book on Vietnamese artists, 
while the upmarket Asian 
Art News magazine is plan- 
ning a Vietnamese art sup- 
plement for its May 1994 
edition. 

Held back by decades of 
war and communism. Viet- 
namese art is, in Ms. Day's 
view, finally gaining the rec- 
ognition it deserves, 

*7 don 't think it was ever 
really discovered by any one 
outside of Vietnam be- 
fore." she says. “It's been 
hidden for a long rime.'* 


hood. 

“I was really a solitary 
child... But 1 never said 7 
was unhappy. ” he was 
quoted as saying in the 
weekly Evenement Du 
Jeudi. “Just the opposite, 1 
was very lucky to be born 
into a poor, illiterate and 
medic vallike family because 
there were no taboos. I was 
bom free, free to invent 
who I wanted to be.” 

“ Depardieu " devotes 34 
pages to the actor's dispute 
with Time magazine in 1991 
over his alleged confession 
that he went along on a 
gang rape at age 9. 

Mr. Chutkow obtained j 
transcript of the original 
French interview and com- 
pared it to the English 
translation upon which the 
Tune article was based. 

His conclusion: Depar- 
dieu’s quotes were tafcen 
out of context, edited and 
spliced together to make 
the actor appear to confess 
to rape. 

“The magazine added 
phrases that he didn’t say." 
Mr. Chutkow said. “When 
you /tsten to the tape, it’s 
quite clear that he's dismis- 
sing earlier press repons as 
exaggerated. He says, 'yes. 
I've been painted as some- 


one who is an alcoholic. Bur 
do 1 have the head of art 
alcoholic? Yes, 
wrote I once took * Tn 
school to show off to my 
friends, but / didn't cany a 
gun.' He's not admitting to 
anything but the fact that he 
knows this stuff has been 
written about him.” 

Mr. Chutkow said the in- 
cident. which may have cost 
the actor an Academy 
Award for his starring role 
in Cyrano Dc Bergerac, 
deeply wounded him and 
tarnished his reputation in 
the United States. Despite 
resounding support from 
the French film industry. 

Depardieu was disconsolate 
for weeks. 

But he recovered to 
triumph in Tous Les Manns 
Du Monde (All The Morn- 
ings Of The World J. He 
also appealed in Christ- 
opher Columbus: 1492, his 
second English-language 
success after Green Card 
The movie received luke- 
warm to unfavouraWc re- 
views. 

As Mr. Chutkow puts it. 
Depardieu byiunced back 
“the way a \me that has 
been pruned w ill grow back 
even fuller ” 


Success for 
Soundgarden has its 
bittersweet moments 


By Dean Goodman 

Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — Seattle 
grunge rockers Soundgar- 
den may finally be enjoying 
commercial recognition a f- 
ter years as uncompromis- 
ing' heroes of the under- 
ground. But the success has 
its downside too. 

Their latest album Super- 
unknown entered the U.S. 
album charts at number one 
last month, accomplishing 
the same rare feat as recent 
offerings from hometown 
bands like Pearl Jam, Nir- 
vana and Alice In Chains. 

Yet it irks the quarter, 
that, as the commercial gap 
narrows between them and 
these bands, it widens in 
relation to other contem- 
poraries like Screaming 
Trees and Melvins. 

“These are the bands that 
have really worked • hard 
and have shown their influ- 
ence on a lot of bands 
across Seattle and across 
the country. " Soundgarden 
guitarist Kim Thavil told 
Reuters in a recent inter- 
view. 

Thayil considers the Mel - 
xins. a trio best known for 
its thunderous Black Sab- 
bath-type riffs, as probably 
the most influential Seattle 
band. It riles him that 
second-rate bands are sell- 
ing millions of records by- 
cashing in on the buzz that 
the Melvins inadvertantly 
helped generate. 

So such allegations can 
be made about Soundgar- 
den though. Formed in (984 
and named after the Sound 
Garden pipe sculpture on 
that Pacific northwest 
town's Sand Point, the band 
made several independent 
records before releasing its 
major label debut Louder 
Than Love on AM Records 
in 1989. 

That album, featuring the 
song Big Dumb Sex that 
Guns S' Roses covered on 
their recent punk tribute 
album, peaked at 109. Bad- 
motorfinger from 1991. 
peaked at 39 and eventually 
went platinum in the U.S. 

Although Superun- 
known's number one show- 
ing was hardly a surprise 
given the grunge explosion, 
it's very rare to hear the 
words “ Soundgarden " and 
“ Commercial “ uttered in 
the same breath. The 
band's relentlessly dense 
music is flavoured by the 
death- obsessed lyrics of 
singer guitarist Chris Cor- 
nell. 

Several weeks ago. Nir- 
xana lead singer Kurt Co- 
bain was found dead in his 
garage, an apparent suicide. 

“Sure, we could write .« 
Shiny Happy People- type 
song if we wanted people 
with cowbov hats to be in 


our audience.” says Thayil. 

Thayil. a gentle bearded 
giant with a philosophy de- 
gree and an evil chuckle, is 
the “soul" of Soundgarden. 
He eschews the various side 
projects that the rest of the 
band, which is rounded out 
by drummer Matt Cameron 
and bassist Ben Shepherd, 
have indulged themselves 
in. 

“1 think if I were to w rite 
10 songs for a separate 
. album, it's quite likely 
they'd be better as Sound- 


would trave for writing, its 
been a tradition as co- 
founder and originally 
primary songwriter," he 
says. 

Back to the subject of 
writing happy songs, 
slumped next to Thayil and 
blowing smoke rings, Chris 
Cornell adds: ** Usually 
when / write songs like that, 
it’s songs for mv dogs — 
they’re kinda happy to be 
alive and just love you to 
death. “ 

Suffice to say the album, 
bookended by the songs Let 
Me Drown and Like 
Suicide, has not been play- 
ed for them. 

Cornell, a dashing figure 
whose lyrics favour the 
metaphorical, shies away 
from ascribing particular 
themes to the album. He 
says the 15-song. 70-minute 
effort, completed in 
November, took a longer 
than usual five months to 
record. 

“What was going through 
our heads most of the time 
was: Let’s make another 

record. Whatever ideas 
come out of the record, 
whatever attitudes, feelings 
or philosophies, it's up to 
the listener to decide." 

He says that nothing 
makes him feel better writ- 
ing a song that he likes, and 
then nothing makes him 
feel worse when three days 
later he realises that song' is 
horrible. 

In line with his eternal 
reluctance to be pinned 
down, he says the album s 
title track is a reaction to 
categorisation: “Just be- 
cause you don 't see it as one 
thing, doesn’t make it 
necessarily what you do see 
it as." 

For the record. Sound- 
garden professes to have no 
opinion on the current state 
of the Seattle scene. 

“Here just gonna do 
what we do. and do as u ell 
as we can. And whatever 
ship that everyone's jump- 
ing onto floats away or sinks 
— that’s their business. 
We're not on that ship." 
says Thayil. 

Adds Cornell: “We have 
our own ship. We have our 
own rats.” 
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When heart disease strikes, pessimism can be a killer 


By Daniel Q. Haney 
The Associated Press 

BOSTON — A healthy out- 
look helps heal the heart , 
scientists say in a major 
. study that found pessimism 
[i'can be a killer. 
i! ( ' The study identified 
’ optimism as a powerful pre- 
\ ,dictor of who will live and 
\.who will die after the di- 
- agnosis of heart disease. It 
-*is the latest in a series of 
•J recent reports showing that 
".people's emotions and 
.V. friendships play a critical 
i. ro/e in recovery. 

“ Optimism is a good 


thing,” Dr. Daniel Mark 
said. “When people give up 
and feel they are not going 
to make it, it’s usually a 
self-fulfilling prophesy. ” 

Dr. Mark , a heart spe- 
cialist at Duke University, 
based his findings on a 
follow-up on 1,719 men and 
women who had undergone 
heart catheterisation , a 
common procedure used to 
check the arteries for dog- 
ging. He outlined the re- 
sults at a meeting of the 
Society of Behavioural 
Medicine. 

The patients typically 


underwent the test because 
of chest pain , and all had 
heart disease . When inter- 
viewed, 14 per cent said 
they doubted they would 
recover enough to resume 
their daily routines. 

After one year, 12 per 
cent of these pessimists had 
died, compared with 5 per 
cent of those who were opti- 
mistic about getting better. 

Even when the severity of 
people’s conditions was 
taken into account, outlook 
was a crucial factor in sur- 
vival. In fact, optimism 
often seemed to have bear- 
ing on bow sick people 


were. Some of those with 
very mild heart disease had 
the grimmest views of their 
prospects . 

“The mind is a 
tremendous tool or 
weapon, depending on your 
point of view,” Dr. Mark 
said. 

In his study, pessimism 
appeared to be even more 
damaging to recovery than 
depression, which is also 
shown to be bad for heart 
patients. 

Dr. Nancy Frasure-Smith 
of the Montreal Heart Insti- 
tute presented follow-up 


data on the effect of nega- 
tive emotions on 222 pa- 
tients, most of them in their 
60s, who were recovering 
from heart attacks. 

They were given a 
psychological test that mea- 
sures feelings of sadness 
and depression. Those who 
scored high on this were 
eight times more likely than 
more upbeat folks to die 
during the following 18 
months. Feeling anxious tri- 
pled the risk, as did holding 
in anger. 

Less clear, however, is 
what to do about these 
black moods in heart pa 


dents. 

“We don’t know bow to 
change negative emotions, ” 
Dr. Frasure-Smith . said. 
“And if we try to intervene , 
we doii’t know if we wDl 
change prognosis 

Other factors that appear 
to have an effect on heart 
disease survival include 
feeling hostile , being un- 
married and having no one 
at home to talk to. 

Even personality types 
appears to be linked. Dr 
Larry Gorkin of the Insti- 
tute for Behavioural Medi- 
cine /bund, for * 


that hard-driven type a peo- 
ple are more likely to suffer 
initial heart attacks. But 
laid-back type Bs are more 
apt to die once heart disease 
becomes apparent. 

It’s possible, he said, that 
“type As take it as a wake 
up call. They work more 
dilig ently in cardiac rehabi- 
litation than do type Bs.” 
Dr. Pieter G. Kaufman, 
chief of behavioural medi- 
cine at the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute, 
said the accumulating evi- 
dence Sts together well. 

" All of this work is point- 
: — — the same direction. 


which is a tremendous & 
thing,” be sakL 

Just how emotions harm 
the heart is stiB undear. 
Heart attacks usually occur 
when a bit of fatty buildup, 
called plaque, breaks in a 
heart artery. A blood dot . 
sticks to this wound, plug- 
ging the artery and choking 
off the heart’s oxygen supp- 

iy- 

Rescarcbers speculate . 
that emotions may increase 
levels of hormones that put 
strain on the artery walls or 
make the blood more likely 
to dot 


Transgenic animals offer 
brave new world in healthcare 


1* By Ben Hirscbler 
!' Reuter 

s just outside Edinburg the 
LONDON — On a farm 
*• outside Edinburgh the 
^ lambing season is in full 
£ swing. 

“* But these are no ordinary 
. . lambs. Hidden in their 
"" chromosomes is an extra 
gene which means they will 
produce a valuable drug in 
their milk. 

They are at the forefront 
of a new kind of farming 
taking shape on both sides 
of the Atlantic, aimed at 
harvesting drugs or organs 
for transplant from 
genetically-engineered 
animals. 

The U.S. and European 
companies involved believe 
they are on the brink of a 
I bUlion-dolIar industry. 

| The idea of using “ trails - 
» genic” animals has recently 
| received a significant boost 
I from advances in breeding 
■ successive generations. 

; Last month, a company 
| in Cambridge, England, 

| said it had produced a litter 
of pigs whose genetic make- 
up had been altered to 
allow their organs to be 
transplanted into people. 

~ The first such transplants 
““ could take place within 
three years, the company f - 
Imutran , predicted. 


Trials in humans of drugs 
from animal milk could 
start even sooner. Phar- 
maceutical Proteins Ltd 
(PPL), the company which 
bred the Scottish sheep, 
says this year’s lambs no// 
supply the first sheep-milk 
drug for clini cal tests start- 
ing in late 1995 or early 

Alpha- 1-Antitrypsin 
(AAT) is designed to fight 
lung disorders. 

But PPL, which hopes to 
Boat its shares later this 
year, does not have the 
genetic farmyard to itself. 

The U.S. company Gen- 
zyme Transgenics, of Fra- 
mingham, Massachusetts, 
intends to pip it to the post 
by getting its goats ’ milk 
anti-thrombosis drug Ant i- 
Thrombin-in (AT-DI) into 
clinical trials in 1995. 

And Genpharm Interna- 
tional of Mountain View, 
California, has just pro- 
duced the first progeny 
from a Dutch biotech bull 
— opening up the prospect 
of drug manufacture in 
cows, which have a milk 
yield more than 10 times 
that of goats or sheep. 

Taking a slightty different 
tack, British researchers at 
- the state-backed Roslin In- 
stitute have repotted prog- 
ress in breeding a flock of 


transgenic chickens capable 
of producing drugs ana vac- 
cines in their eggs. 

Technical hurdles re- 
main, including proving 
that chemicals from farm 
animals are pure enough for 
medical use. But propo- 
nents argue that transgenic 
system has big advantages 
over the convent/ona/ 
method of producing pro- 
tein drugs from gene- 
spliced bacteria, yeasts or 
mammalian cells grown in 
fermentation vats. 

PPL Managing Director 
Ron James says his sheep 
are cheaper and can pro- 
duce certain complex ther- 
apeutic proteins which a 
factory could never do eco- 
nomically. 

Genzyme Transgenics 
sees a market in excess of$l 
billion a year for drugs- 
from-milk by early next 
century. 

“I think there could be 
dozens of products by 2002 
or 2003 each with revenues 
in the ten of millions and 
potentially hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars, ” said Presi- 
dent James Geraghty. 

His company alone is 
working on a range of ma- 
jor diseases including can- 
cer, multiple -sclerosis, 
stroke and diabetes ^ - 7 

Although the widespread 


use of pig kidneys or hearts 
looks unlikely until well 
into the 21st century, trans- 
genic organ transplants 
could also be a substantial 
market. 

The U.S. cross-species 
concern DNX estimates 
that if such transplants 
'prove safe and effective , 
more than 100,000 patients 
worldwide could receive 
new pig organs each year. 
Heart transplants are likely 
to be the least troublesome 
since there are fewer rejec- 
tion problems in this area. 

Major drug companies 
are dipping a cautious toe in 
the water. “They are just 
starting to believe,” said 
Mr. Geraghty. 

Germany’s Bayer is 
working with PPL on its 
AAT product while Sumito- 
mo of Japan is working with 
Genzyme on AT-m and 
Imutran is backed by Swiss 
giant Sandro. 

A number of other ma- 
jors are collaborating on 
other projects on an undis- 
closed basis, company ex- 
ecutives say. 

Not everyone is thrilled 
by the new breed of lives- 
tock down on the farm, 
however. 

The British Union for tEe~ 
Abolition of •- Vivisection 
sdkfit'was extremely ’ con - 
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DEPT DEFS 
By Wilson McBeath 


1 Rooert Grvnukvi’ 

39 Conway and Hod 

75 "A House is 

97 Outiander 

' 7 Has nr effect on 

43 Singer Adams 

Not— " 

.98 Sea nag la 

14 Something mat 

44 Pnone 

76 "I came" to 

99 "To which <s 

serves to ur»W 

45 Son al Zeus 

Caesar 

ftaed. — or Dull" 

20 interfwvM 

46 Buck heroine 

77 Transatlantic flier 

{"Kkifl Henry V) 

21 Tatar? 

47 Ctaha lor a pork 

78 Party mem. 

103 Cup or horn 

23 Lion 

farmer 7 

79 Cliche lor a 

start 

23 Cacna tor 

53 ArtkXa 

Wackamith? 

104 Walks atantossiy 

Dorcas? 

54 in me Family" 

66 Heroine of 

T09C*cheiora 

26 mg heal rated 

55 Author Kingsley 

"Lonengmr 

reporter? 

ones 

56 iUl 

67 PaaortizM a 

113 went up Into 

27 NYC sunn ay syst 

57 Fasitarabio 

tra aorta 

the temple" 

20 Demonstrates 

59 Spears 

68 Mesanf 

(Luke) 

do arty 

61 More difficult 

outputs 

114 "Tpit Little 

29 — Juvante 

62 Climbing rose 

89 Mrs Kennedy 

merer 

30 Animated 

64 Promote 

W — do-wefl 

115 ■'— to Abelard" 

32 Span* 

68 Buckingham, lor 

91 it's the fartt 

Pope) 

33 DU wrong 

one 

B2 Klnac* vote 

116 Asseverate 

37 Gdansk names 

B9 Made smooth 

94 Kitchen device 

117 Takes umbrage 

38 Romans 

71 Learned 

96 1101 

118 Lessee 

DOWN 

1 "The — a vet to 

30 PoWidan a 

SB KM of school 

■5 -— Lgipo Uppi" 

be" (Browning) 

concern 

59 Crowbars 

92 Shoe straps 

2 Hep 

31 BUWng wings 

60 "There — 

93 Smart 

3 Radar spot 

33 Menncrates and 

atnertta in the 

94 Donkey 

4 Broadway muS«3l 

Shakers 

foxnores" 

95 isolate 

5 Agree 

34 Moscow is nere 

iCununngs) 

96 Producer 

6 Behaved Eke 

35 Cartan American 

61 Brusque 

97 In ayeertient 

schoolgirls 

36 Bad minion 

S3 FrlvoSty 

98 Stray 

7 Hostels 

Darner 

65 Pans of three- 

99 — boyl 

8 Ron into 

37 duller s goal 

P<ec* suns 

100 Scatters seed 

9 Architect IM — 

38 La — . Ww. 

66 Plate 

10! BAdeal 

10 ktosw 

39 Rose above 

67 Bum — In one's 

prophet 

11 Office wonteis 

ao Homer epic 

pocket 

102 AppeSjdion 

12 Peevren 

41 Clergy home 

B8 Sl8d 

>04 Masses of Ivy 

13 Sp. rale 

42 GdDe 

70 Author Anaa 

IDS Speech science: 

14 GtocteJ fissure 

44 Hebrew spy 

72 Simpleton 

abbr. 

15 Red dye 

45 Away from home 

73 Succinct 

106 "Hon! — qu trial 

15 Horace or 

48 Cure-all 

74 Arab leader 

y penes" 
107 Geek 

Thomas 

49 Superior, as 

60 Ignorant 

17A Red 

Smyrna has 

81 City in 

106 HeadSnor 

IB Mam goose 

SO FortM 

Washington 

110 PanonAeation of 

19 — - bwi 

51 Mike man 

62 Irritated 

me sea 

24 Wedding words 

52 Legislative 

83 Parsia. today 

111 — Bernardino 

25 CEnion ai straw 

edict 

84 Original 

112 Explosive 


Diagramless 19 s 19. By James Harriet 


ACROSS 
\ Exoavauans 
B Thoroughfare 
TO Man from Brazil: 
SfJ 

11 Press 

12 Earn the family 
Ihrtng 

20 Curt 

21 — NewtoruJohn 

22 City in northern 
France 


DOWN 

1 Long-eared 
animal 

2 In tne region of 
the ear 

3 Fuzz 

a Sen sub). 

5 London dtsrrtet 

6 Poe's 'Murders 
in the — 
Morgue" 

7 Sphere 

B Cnees* geiadn 

$ Art — 

10 Unin of weight 
abbr. 


21 Toothed wheels 
25 —1 a-u 
2fi Bancroft or 
Meara 

27 Rounded large 
lump 

20 Food at a luau 
29 Color 

32 Before very long 

33 Flat-bottomed 
boat 


13 Ms Korbut 

14 Beanng 

15 Form of "John" 
10 Grow weary 

17 Possesses 
IB Contour 
19 Pianist Peter 
23 Seize suddenly 

27 Thugs for hire 

2 8 Balance 

29 Unshaven, and 
needng a haircut 
too 

30 Samovars 

31 Ovum 


35 Polish 

36 Make happen 
30 Dreads 

39 Unlawful 
activity 

«0 Ukea doBy 

41 Dir. totters 

42 High card 

43 Tub washing 
45 Gel outta here! 
49 Scrap of food 


32 Ignominy 

33 Something that 
supports 

34 Catchall abbr. 

35 Whirl 

36 Sunbathing 
kxala 

37 Mine output 

38 use son soap 
43 WeL spongy 

ground 


50 River In tne Alps 

51 Highlanders 

54 Old Roman poet 
56 Ticket end 
60 Be a hit with an 
audience 

64 Aoor Andrews 

65 Depicted by 
drawing 

66Tater 
07 Ranch animal 


47 Bodily structure: 
abbr. 

48 M.f.T. word: aobr. 
SO Greek letter 

52 Covers 

53 CrtSp COOUa 
55 Scaieiees fish 
66 A few 

57 Melody 

58 Addict 

59 Stooping 


111111 mmmmmmm auuauu 

111111 «■■■■■ ammnmm 
iiiiiiaiiiBiiiimiH 
««■■ ■■■■ an aiiin 

aana mmm m 
■■ amn an aaa 
ana aim aam 
mmmmm mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
■■■■■■■ ana aaaaa 
laaaaa aa aaaaaa aaaaBB 

ES a aaaaaB aaaaaaS! 

aaaa aaa a m 
laBBBB aaBBBBaaJBBBJBBal 
■aim aaaa aaaa aaaBI 
aaa aaaaa aaaaM 
^■aa aaaaa aaa m 
nmmmmmm mmm HBBBaHiM 

HBBBBBBiHBBBffliHBBBBBBBil 
ffiBBBBB HBBBBBB Iflflflm 
uJBBBBB fiJBBBBBB iflflfll 


Last Week's Cry pt og ra m 

1. To prove mnoic has charms to soothe a savage beast, bold hunter carries 
only s CD player and some good disco. 

2. Wbro young none argued against his snuff-aniffing habit, old driller's 
rebuttal was a lot of huffy gaff. 

3. PoosfWy the very best address for unthankful pedigreed dogs: “Bark" 
Avenue. 

4. Pat man said: *Tm on a seafood diet. If 1 see food, I eat it." 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. E RJ-WQBK AEPL J SEZPY CQP EWWLBB 
DLPPS NQPJS IE LQNK DEEH SEZPYBILH 
LPILBAP Y SAB EKJ-IACLBB' B1EHL 

— By Earl Ireland 

2. LXA-\OUP BIOAF YBLMFW QA GUFFAW 

“OBA YOPUWVTCP VMY" 4AGUMYA VO'T 
YMCB UX LFW TVFA VXI —By Duane H. McGogy 

3. WISEGUY ASKD LUYYW NDEEDHDBO: • 

"ISLSPA K8UB EGUYU WIAOSYU — DE’B ESS 
HYSMPDP." — By Ed HniMlrsnn 

4. EGGS HSTODN: A B N 1 NTNUVLBOIE NRCN 
WHORC, LUV WGRRGAOIE SOUNDLOGIC. 

—By Frank N, Slain 


45 Exhibition 

46 Kind of oil or 
syrup 


61 WBdebeost 

62 Pop 

63 Success 
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cemed about the use of 
genetically altered animals 
and said die practice caused 
the animals great suffering 
for dubious medical benefit. 

The transgenic com- 
panies insist that this is not 
so. While some early trans- 
genic animals were a disas- 
ter — such as the Beltsville 
Pig, named after the United 


States laboratory which de- 
veloped an animal so heavy 
it could not support itself — 
today’s animals are St and 
healthy, they argue. 

“My sheep are perfectly 
healthy, normal sheep that 
get treated in general a 
great deal better than most 
sheep kept for fanning pur- 
poses,” said PPL’s James. 




Malaria vaccine 
shows promise in 
initiai human trials 


By Jim Fuller 

WASHINGTON — Re- 
searchers report that a new ] 
malaria vaccine being tested 
in Africa stimulates the 
body’s immune system to . 
Gght the dreaded disease with-' 
out causing harmful side 
effects. 

The scientists, in an arti- 
cle to be published in the 
Feb. 8 issue-of-tiie-British — 
medical journal. tVacStud^ir. 

. say the success of the tnitial ^ 
trials has paved the way for 
the final phase of human 
tests now underway in the 
Kilombero district, Tanza-. 
nia. If these tests are suc- 
cessful, scientists hope that 
an effective malaria vaccine 
could be available for wide- 
scale use by 1998. 

There is currently no • 
effective vaccine to prevent 
malaria, which strikes be- 
tween 300 million and 500 
million people a year and 
annually kills up to one 
million children in Africa, 
where it is the most wide- 
spread. 

Dr. Tore Godal, director 
of the Special Programme 
for Research and Training 
in Tropical Diseases 
(TDR), said the initial trials 
of the vaccine, called 
t4 SPf66,” show that it is safe . 
for children and induces a 
strong immune system re - . 
spouse. 

The TDR is funded main- 
ly by the United Nations '■ 
Development Programme ■■ 
(UNDP), the World Bank r 
and the World Health • 
Organisation. 

“The Tanzania test de- 
monstrates that we are over 
half way to developing, the 
first ever effective malaria 
vaccine/’ Dr. Godal says. 
’’There aw still big scientific 
hurdles to overcome, but 
we can push the search 
through to a conclusion as ■ 
long as the. flow of research . ' 
funds continues in these dif- 
ficult economic times. ” 

“Malaria is killing mil- 
lions in Africa and threaten- 1 
ing economic development 
in every continent,” says 
Tim Rotbermel, director of- * 
UNDP’s Division for Glob- 
al and Interregional Prog- 
rammes. “For the first time, 
we are putting the long 
years of vaccine develop- 
ment to the test in large- 
scale trials in Africa.” 

The researchers report 
that results from the nnal 
phase of human trials, 
w h;^h -rvch'C more than ' 
600 children in Kilombero, 
should be available by next. 
October. These tests will 
tell scientists whether the 
experimental vaccine really - 
protects children by reduc- . 
ing. the number and severity . 


of malarial attacks. 

“If the vaccine allows us 
to cut the rate of malaria 
attacks in half, and if that 
can be translated directly 
into a halving of death 
rates, success in the trial 
would offer hope of saving 
up to 500,000 African chil- 
dren's lives each year,” Dr. 
Godal says. 

Dr. Godal adds that the- 
vaccuze-s- getting-asevere - 
, test jM^ Kitotottedh, where, 
during the rainy season a 
person can suffer as many 
as 25 bites a night from 
'malaria-infected mos- 
quitoes. 

The widespread infection 
from malaria that exists 
throughout Africa causes 
Sale trouble to adults, who 
develop immunity after re- 
peated exposure. But the 
disease is a killer in young, 
non-immune or only semi- 
immune children. 

The SPf66 vaccine is also 
being tested in Gambia and 
Thailand, where results are 
expected in 1995. Two 
further trials are underway 
in Colombia. 

The vaccine was first 
tested on monkeys, and 
then on humans in Col- 
ombia, where it achieved a 
22-to 77- per cent reduction 
in malarial attacks, with the 
greatest reduction in the 
young and very old. 

SPf66, developed by Col- 
ombian scientist Manuel 
. Patarroyo, is a combination 
of synthetic peptides that 
: causes the body’s imm une 
- system to attack the malaria 
parasite when it begins to 
spread in the bloodstream. 
Malaria is caused by a tiny 
parasite carried by female 
mosquitoes. 

Doctors currently tight 
malaria with a small arsenal 
of drugs. But strains of 
malaria found in many parts 
. of Africa have developed a 
resistance to the fironf-finc 
drug used to tight the dis- 
ease, called ctdoroqirine. 

Insecticides have also 
■been used to kill malaria- 
carrying mosquitoes, but 
. such methods have not been 
' practical or cost-effective 
across much of Africa or in 
regions of Latin America 
and Asia. 

Medical officials express 
concern that the fight 
. against malaria may be 
: jeopardised by budget cuts 
in the United States and 
other countries. They say 
private companies are not 
interested m funding the 
development of a malaria 
vaccine , which would not be 
. expected to provide a pro- 
fitable return on investment 
since it is needed mainly in 
■ very poor countries — U.S. 
Information Agency. 


ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. The Marathon is a long, gruelling race which 
traditionally closes the Olympic events. It is taken 
from the amazing achievement of the Greek runner 

- Pbeidippides, who ran over twenty-six miles in four 
hours, taking news to Athens of the Persians' defeat 
at the Battle of Marathon in 490 B.C. 

it it it it fr . 

2. James 11, after he was forced to flee to France, with 
the Old Pretender, his son James III, and his 
grandons, Charles Edward Stuart. When their Jaco- 
bite followers were asked to drink the loyal toast to 
the king, they passed their glasses first over a bowl of 
water before drinking, thus drinking not to George, 
but “ the king over the water. ” 

it it it it ir 

\ 

3. All species of animals, including man. of course, 
have developed very, gradually over millions and 
millions of years. In this way, each animal streng- 
thens and improves those parts of its body which are 
particularly useful , and the. various parts adopted. 
This evolution happens very , very slowly, and 
changes can only be seen over numerous generations. 
In four-legged animals . or quadrupeds as they are 
called, the tail is very important for balance , and in 
many cases it is used almost as another limb , for 
instance when monkeys swing through the trees. 
Man, however, walks on two legs- he is called a 
biped- and he does not need the tail for balance. As a 
matter of fact, a small very rudimentary “tail” can be 
found at the base of our spires, but it does not help us 
at all ,with balance 'dr movement. 

■+ -* Jlj ■■ 

: » ' I . 
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4. An accentor is a bird, widespread in Europe, and 
related to the dunnock. 

A briard is a sheepdog, particularly popular in 
France. 

5. The English language is spoken by approximately 
400 million people, making it the second most-used 
language in the world, though it is generally agreed 
that it is the richest of the world’s 5,000 languages. 
Four hundred years ago English was spoken only by 
the inhabitants of the British Isles, but today more 
than half the world's magazines, newspapers and 
scientific journals are printed in English. 

In 1606 the language only had a vocabulary of 
about 30,000 words, whereas modem English is 
estimated to include some 500,000 words, of which 
only 200,000 are in current use. An average person 
today knows and uses at least 10.000 words and can 
understand a conversation of up to 322 words a 
minute. In conversation the word *T” is most used, 
while in writing it is “the”. 

PUZZLES 

(1) FIND THE WORD 
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Hr fr Hr fr 

DEIFIED, being a palindrome , may be read back- 
wards as well as forwards, so that it appears twelve 
times in all. 

fr j5- fir it -fr 


(2) MISSING LETTERS 

The sentence runs as follows: 

A GRIMACING GARGOYLE IS LESS AGGRA- 
VATING THAN A GIGGLING GIGOLO. 

fr fr fr fr fr 


(3) POINT: 

This is the only geographical feature which protrudes 
seawards. The others all bend the coastline inwards. 
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jr«in, President of 
"cnti Goofed Abtidon, 

tya President Hafez AI 
-rad, Syrian Vice- 
ildent Abdnl Halim 
iddam» United Arab 
irates (UAE) Emir 
kh Zayed Ben Sultan AI 
ayan, Libyan leader 
dnmar Qadhafi, Egyp- 
» President Hosni ' 

»r ak, Yemeni Vice- 
ddent Ab Salem AI 
lb, the president of 
tzeriand, Bahraini 
ne Minister Sheikh 
Hfeb Ben Saln»n 
fifeh, Iraq’s permanent 
tentative to the United 
ons Nizar Hamdonn, 
dor General of the Un- 

Nations Educational, 
mtiflc and Cnitnral 
mlsation (UNESCO) 
ctor General Federico 
w. Secretary General 
ic Arab Writers Union 
tari Kawar, Arab Bank 
irman Abdnl Majid 
unran, director and 
of tbe International 
tin London, dn-ectar'of 
*ABC news, tbe Jorda- 
Vcommonity in Canada, * 
Commander of the U Jj. * 
cekeeping forces In 
atia Major-General 
zi AI Tayyeb, tbe presi- 
of the Korean Hanbo 
qmny, Popular Front 
he Liberation of PaJes- 
leader George Habash, 
ncratfe Front for the 
sration of Palestine 
er Nayef Hawatmeh, 
anisation of Islamic 
aference (OIC) 
utary-General Hamid 
Ghabid, Executive 
etary of the U.N. Eco- 
ic and Social Commis- 
for Western Asia 
TWA) Sabah Bakjaji, 

Id Health Organisation 
10) Regional Director 
td Rszrnq AJ Jaza’iri, 
etary General of the 
'liar Unity Party Talal 
"lamahi, directors of the 
al Jordanian (RJj 
es abroad, heads of 
idpal and rural conn- 
charitable societies, 
il traders, leaders of 
stine refugee camps, 
member of the PLO 
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Executive Committee 

wS. ,d Znhdi AI 

r Highness 

t-rown Prince Ha«n re- 
* condolence 

“ 0m the crown prince of 
R*as Al emanate, 

Sheikh KhaBd Ben SaoerAi 


Thdr Royal Highnesses 
the princess also received 
BKKMiences from a targe 
number of people. 

•1*1 f m - r 


rdan awaits arrangement 


4v (Con tinned 

. an even more active role 
ne negotiating process with 
•si, especially that a prob- 
• that arose earlier this 
•th between the two coun- 
1 over ' the presence of 
las representatives in Jor- 
1 seemed to have been set- 
i ‘ 

i Ve axe now willing to sign 
| ements on all individual 


from page 1) 

items on the Jordan-Israeli 
agenda and to participate in 
the multilateral talks on ail 
fronts discussing aD issues at 
one time in the hope that these 
negotiations will lead to a 
'peace treaty," ' Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali told re- 
porters this week, stressing 
that such a treaty cannot be 
reached any other way. 


rael, PLO go all out 


i Continued from page 1) 

i Tse of all prisoners held 
! Sept. 13, the date of the 
I Tag of the Israeli-PLO 
: aomy accord in Washing- 
1 l but the number was not 
! ified. 

| :ie PLO delegation had re- 
: *d an Israeli proposal to 
I 'the freeing of members of 
> islaxnic Resistance Move- 
; t Hamas to a written 
1 SB not to carry out further 
; -Israeli attacks. 

; cstead it suggested that 
' « prisoners held since 
I >. 13 would make such a 
Jwmitment whatever their 
; glance, the PLO source 

| *5 added the PLO had also 

• kted an Israeli demand to 
I t the right to veto nomina- 

| - for members of the future 

( 4tnnan council, 
t the occupied Gaza Strip, 
1 - officials said Israel will 

} lover tbe five major police 

{ ons on the Gaza Strip to 
1 PLO on May 3. 

! Israelis will also give the 
| jtinians the criminal re- 
j k from the Strip to coin- 
! * with the handover. 

( ‘>e Israeli authorities bad 
{ tacted the PLO this week 
1 iform them of the switch 
! iwing progress made in the 
[ 5> negotiations, said the 
j lals who refused to be 

• fed. 

! i 9,000 strong Palestinian 
\ -je force is to take over 
J ji withdrawing Israeli 
1 -» to maintain order in the 
j & odious areas. 

! .yen thousand of the offio- 
| 3re to enter the areas from 

• pd with the first major 
! vp of several hundred ex- 
J shortly via Jordan and 

• fit 

j 1 Riyadh meanwhile Mr. 
| stopber said he had held 
! jellent” talks with Gulf 
I h foreign ministers. 

1 % said that apart from the 
j *e process, he had discus- 
j •die situation in the Gulf, 
■J and Iran with ministers 
^ the Gulf Cooperation 
s adl (GCC). 

^cording to a GCC source 
*took part in the talks, Mr- 
{ 'Stopher also raised the 
j ^ of lifting the Arab coun- 

5 ’ economic boycott against 

• -a. •. - 


They also discussed Iraq and 
reaffirmed the need to “con- 
tinue the emb ar go imposed on 
the country” by the U.N. 
Security Council following its 
invasion of Kuwait in August 
1990, tbe source said. 

Mr. Christopher later met 
with Saudi Fang Fahd in a bid 
to mend links, officials said. 

Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Sand Al Faisal also met 
with die U.S. envoy, announc- 
ing afterwards that the U.S. 
a dminis tration had nomin- 
ated a new ambassador to 
Riyadh, after a two-year abs- 
ence. 

It was hoped talks between 
the king and Mir. Christopher 
would ease strained relations 
between Saudi Arabia and tbe 
United States. 

The administration of Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton had been 
angered by Riyadh’s support 
for then President George 
Bush during the U.S. election 
campaign. 

U.S. Charge d’ Affaires 
David Weflech has headed the 
U.S. diplomatic presence in 
Saudi Arabia since former 
U.S. Ambassador Charles 
Friemans ended his mission in 
August 1992. 

Washington proposed the 
nomination of former Ambas- 
sador to Kuwait Edward 
Gnehm in January, but the 
kingdom did uot respond to 
the proposal, the Washington 
post reported. 

A Saudi diplomat, who re- 
quested anonymity, told AFP 
Saudi Arabia was “hoping that 
Clinton would appoint one of 
bis close collaborators as 
ambassador to be able to take 
better charge of their impor- 
tant relations.” 

One Western diplomat told 
AFP earlier: “The prolonged 
absence of an American 
ambassador in Riyadh shows 
the hidden tension between the 
United States and the Saudi 
kin g dom, its main ally in the 

Arab region.*' 

In a bid to ease the strains, 
Saudi Arabia has continued its 
programme of U.S. aims ac- 
quisitions despite economic dif- 
ficulties caused by falling ofl 

P, The Congress Research 
Centre recently estimated the 
total value of Saudi arms 
orders at about S25 billion. 


ers of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament, 
ministers, members of the 
Upper and Lower Houses of 
P arliam ent, Islamic and 
Christian clergymen, h—d g 
of government depart- 
secreUries-generml 
of Jordanian political pnr- 
^* s > presidents of profes- 
sional associations, dabs, 
societies and pobiic institu- 
tions, journalists and wri- 
ters, former ministers, 
administr ative governors, 
representatives of industrial 
and commercial sectors, 
leaders of - Jordanian tribes 
and refngee camps as weS 
as the commander and 
sesjor officers of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army. 

Members of the Royal 
Family wffl to re- 

ceive condolences from, the 
public Thursday and Fri- 
day. 

Crown Prince h»«m la- 
ter visited Mali President 
Alpha Omar Co naar y at Ms 
residence in Al Hasbemfyeh 
Palace Hwmifwt him for 
nMwiHtng Hi» f rc nf fl 

Crown Prince w—— « 
discussed with PresUfent 

Contrary scopes of bilateral 
cooperation in tbe economic 
field. 

The Crown Prince re- 
viewed with him Jordan’s 
efforts to establish a jolt 
and comprehe n sive peace in 
the Middle East and the 
economic pre s mes Jordan 
is faring. 

President Connary 
flawtri Prince Hmm" for 
tbe hospitafity accorded to 
him and voiced, hope For 
enhancing bilateral rela- 
tions. 


By Brendan Boyle 

Reuter 

CAPE TOWN — Muriel 
pbphanr voiced the secret 
fear of many white South 
Africans when she wanted 
that blade rule after next 
week's watershed all-race 
elections would be a recipe 
for disaster. 

“Blacks ■ can’t run this 
country. Just look at tbe rest 
of Africa... AH you. see is 
ruin," she told Reuters after 
a National Party election ral- - 
ty in Cape Town. * 

But political analysts and 
Nelson Mandela's mainiy- 
Mack African National Con- 
gress (ANQ believe a non- 
radal democracy in South 
Africa need not follow the 
pattern of Africa. 

“It wiD not be a govern- 
ment that runs flawlessly, but 
we are not looking ax chaos," 
said professor Vincent 
Mzphai, a pofitical scientist 
at the mainly black Universi- 
ty of the Western Cape. 

“What is going to save this 
country is tbe regularity of 
elections. The electorate is 
sophisticated enough to rout > 
a gov ernm ent it does not 
like," be said. 

Mr. Maphai said tbe ANC, 
almost certain to control tbe 
country's first all-race gov- 
ernment, had recruited a 
solid core of economic ex- 
perts and advisers. “The 
ANC has proved it is willing 
to learn," he added. 

Ms. OHphant, a mixed- 
race textile worker in Cape 
Town’s salt river industrial 
area, said she associated 
black rule with c or r uptio n 
and incompetence. “At least 
tbe whites know how to run 
a government, they know 
how to build schools and ran 
hospitals,’* sbe said. 

But ANC Social Welfare 
Director Cheryl Carolus said 
President F.W. de Klerk’s 
ruling National Party had 
plunged South Africa into 
debt and had left a legacy of 
backlogs is bousing, educa- 
tion and health care. 

“When Nelson Mandela 
and tbe others walk into par- 
liament, they will inherit the 
National Party’s police, the 
National Party's health sys- 
tem and tbe National Party's 
system of bantu education," 
she added. 

“That is when- tbe real' 
work is going to start." 

Ms. Caroms, tipped by 
some ANC sources as a iikdy 
advisor to Mr. Mandela if as 
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ABOUT TO LEAD: Black South Africans an expected to steer the helm after today's elections. ANC supporters believe they are to lead 
(AFP pfcoto) 

Can blacks run South Africa? most say ‘yes’ 


expected he becomes the 
country’s first black presi- 
dent, said the ANC had the 
edge on expertise. 

“On academic compe- 
tence, tiie ANC stands head 
and sboulders-above the rest 
You can go through the 
whole list of necessary skills 
and will find that the ANC 
has the best of those skills." 

Patricia de Lille, Cape 
leader of tbe radical, ran 
Africanist Congress', said 
whites had created a myth 
about their own expertise In 
Africa. “We don't accept for 
a start that whites have set 
any example to be followed. 
But Africans have had years 
to learn bow the job should 
be done,” she added. 
“Actually, it is us, it is the 
Africans who have been 


South Africans flock to vote 


(Cratinned from page 1) 

Almost 23 million South 
Africans can vote, compared 
with barely three million 
whites in the past. Huge num- 
bers turned out to exercise 
their new right. 

Zulu Chief Mangosuthu 
Botheiezi cried foul, raising 
fears tint his EFP might reject 
the result 

“I am conce rn ed about die 
widespread rigging tint seems 
to be taking place,” be said 
after receiving reports that 
fake identity cards had been 
issued to people too young to 
vote and tint hb s u pport er s 
bad been thrown out of some 
voting stations. 

He later told Public Televi- 
sion be had sent a fax to 
Independent Electoral Com- 
mission (IEC) head Judge 
Johann Kriegier, protesting 
that supplies of XJ*T’ stickers to 
be attached to ballot papers 
were “exhausted.” 

Mr. Kriegier said Monday 
the IEC had printed 90 million 
stickers to accommodate the 
IFP after its 11th hour decisiou 
on April 19 to contest the poll. 

Mr. Buthcteri only agreed to 
join in tbe election eight days 
ago after a month-long boycott 
to bade his demands for a more 
autonomous Zulu state. 

His decision raised a sigh of 
relief from a nation exh au s t ed 
by bloody warfare between fads 
su pporte r s and those of the 
ANC. If Mr. Bnthelezi were to 
refuse to accept the poll result, 
renewed conflict would loom. 

The ANC said “there have 
been serious hitches” in voting 
and proposed Thursday be de- 
clared a holiday Kke Wednes- 
day to dear backlogs. Presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk, after two 
discussions with Mr. Mandela 
in an hour, said he was also 
worried and was prepared to 
consider it. 

The old racial republic offi- 
cially died at midmght Tuesday 
with tiie raising of a new flag 
and introduction of a democra- 
tic constitution and bill of 


of diii f ar i m i natim i. 

The second day of voting in 
the country’s epoch-making 
all-race election saw tbe key 
leaders cast their ballots, as tirn 
polling stations opened to the 
general public after a day of. 
voting Tuesday reserved for 
the elderiy, infirm, pregnant 
women and officials on duty 
thr o ug hout tbe election. 

With the (rid constituency 
system sc rapped under the new 
method of proportional repre- 
sentation, leaders could vote 
wherever they thought they 
could make tbe most impact on 
tbe result, which is not ex- 
pected before Sunday. 

African National Congress 
(ANQ leader Nelson Mandela 
became one of the first to vote 
when be cast his ballot in Nat- 
al, powerbase of the I nkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP), the 
ANCs enemy in a low-key 
Zulu civil war. 

Almost certain to be the new 
president, Mandela, 75, smiled 
broadly as tbe moment for 
which be had sacrificed 27 
years of bis life in South Afri- 
can jails came to fruition at the 
OUange primary school in the 
Inanda black township near 
the east coast city of Durban. 

“We have now moved from 
an era of pessimism, turmofl 
and conflict,” Mr. Mandela 
said as he voted. “Now we are 
st ar ti n g a new era of hope, 
reconciliation and nation- 
building.” 

President de Klerk voted, as 
he has always done, in the 
plush Pretoria suburb of Arca- 
dia, saying he was “very, very 
shocked” by the bombing cam- 


Emotional black voters 
cheered him with calls of “I 
love you!” when he went on to 
Johannesburg's black 
township, Soweto, with his 
wife Marike and Constitutional 
Development Minister Roelf 
Meyer to watch Foreign Minis- 
ter Pik Botha cast his ballot at 
the Holy Cross Church in 
Orlando West. 


NATO ‘alert’ against Serb moves 


(Continued from page 10) 

nian Serb stronghold of Pale to 
pick up the thread of negotia- 
tions wun Bosnian Serb lead- 
ers broken off during the 
Gorazde crisis, said U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

Mr. Christopher had met 
here with Mr. Kozyrev on 
Tuesday. 


Mr. Juppe and Mr. Kozyrev, 
speaking to journalists after 
meeting at the Russian embas- 
sy here, called for a rapid 
ministerial meeting on Bosnia, 
and renewed their calls for a 
summit on tbe conflict. 

“We have no time to lose. 
We must not allow things to 
get bogged down." said Mr. 
Juppe. 


doing aD tbe work.” the count 

Wnbe Brcytenbach, pro- not cnou; 
fessor of Aftncan studies at He sak 


■on try. th 
lough of 
said Sou 


f. though possibly 
i of them. 

South Africa was 


“South African blacks have been ex- 
posed to modernisation longer than any- 
one else in Africa. Even in the Hinter- 
land, in the most isolated areas, black 
people have been in contact with technol- 
ogy... There is no other region where 
this exposure has been as deep, as 
thorough and as consistent.” 

Willie Brytenbach, a professor of Afri- 
can studies. 


die mainly white University 
of Stellenbosch, said the 
ANC had tbe best brains in 


unlikely to repeat tbe mis- 
takes of decolonhang Africa 
partly because the world 


trend was to reduce the pow- 
er of governments and partly 
because the country 's blacks 
had been exposed to technol- 
ogy for years. 

“South African blacks 
have been exposed to mod- 
ernisation longer than any- 
one else in Africa. Even in 
the Hinterland, in the most 
isolated areas, black people 
have been in contact with 
technology," he added. 
“There is no other region 
where this exposure has been 
as deep, as thorough and as 
consistent.” 

Trevor Manuel, ANC head 
of economic planning, ack- 
nowledged when he took 
over the job two years ago: "I 
am on a vertical learning 


Now he and white Finance 
Minister Derek. Ke\s reg- 
ularly share platforms with- 
out conflict or apparent dis- 
agreement. 

“We're a bit of a mutual 
admiration society." Mr 
Keys commented once, w hen 
businessmen audihh express- 
ed disappointment at the lack 
of tension between them. 

Asked to comment on the 
future of black rule. Anglican 
archbishop and Nobel Pcucc 
Prizc winner Desmond Tutu 
said the disarray in some 
European governments made 
the question of whether 
blacks can run the country 
sound ludicrous. 

“Would you have said that 
the Italians', who change gov. 
emments like other people 
change socks, were ready for 
self-government?” he asked. 


Ford Motor Company 

Convey their heartfelt 
condolences 

to the bereaved family 
on the sad demise of 

Mr. Salameh 
Shehadeh Twal 

We pray that God 
rests his soul 
in eternal peace. 
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Rich and poor states face 
off on development issues 


WASHINGTON (R) — Rich 
and poor countries faced off 
Wednesday to explore ways to 
increase assistance to the de- 
veloping world and to make 
certain economic reform re- • 
mains oh track. 

The meeting' of the joint 
development committee of the 
International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank came amid 
evidence developing countries 
overall are showing strong 
vitality with growth rates seen 
at five per cent annuall y for the 
rest of the decade. 

World Bank President Lewis 
Preston, in remarks before the 
committee, said there had 
been a phenomenal increase in 
private flows to developing 
countries although he warned 
that this was not necessarily a 
complete blessing. 

“Some of these private flows 
can -be' volatile, their scale to 
some countries may not be* 
maintained and they can place " 
upward pressure on exchange 
rates and erode competitive- 
ness,” he said. 

A communique issued fol- 
lowing the talks said the com- 
mittee agreed to establish a 
task force to review the roles 
being played by the World 
Bank and the regional de- 
velopment banks with an aim 
to improving cooperation on 
assistance. 

Issuance of the communique 
ended four days of internation- 
al meetings that focused on 
improving the global economy 
and ways to nurture it. while at 


the same examining the plight 
of least wealthy members of 
tiie economic community. 

Developing countries have 
taken the view their weakest 
members needed more assist- 
ance from the industrial coun- 
tries with particular emphasis 
on helping the very poor. 

In a report Monday the bank 
said more people are living in 
poverty around the world than 
ever but in some ways they are 
better off than their forebears. 

On the whole they are more 
educated and better protected 
against disease and living lon- 
ger than impoverished people 
m the world's poorest coun- 
tries did in the past. 

The committee, according to 
the communique, discussed 
what it called the link between 
population, economic growth, 
poverty reduction, health and 

the environment. 

. . r *. • 

It recommended the' United 
Nations Conference on 
Population meeting in Septem- 
ber in Cairo examine the im- 
portance of primary school 
education, improved access to 
family planning and reductions 
in maternal and child mortality 
in developing countries. 

The discussion on the state 
of the developing world came 
as the United States, Canada 
and Mexico announced the 
formation of ihaltibillion- 
doDar swap facility designed to 
help promote North American 
c ur rency stability. 

The facility, a series of credit 


British Foreign 
office to cut 500 Jobs 


LONDON (R) — Britain is to 
cot 500 foreign office jobs and 
Is considering sharing some 
embassies with Germany be- 
cause of budget cuts, a top 
official said Wednesday. Elec- 
tronic gadgetry will replace 
security officers and Britain’s 
presence in Latin America and 
Africa is bong brimmed. 

Senior civil servant Sir 
David Gfllmore said Britain’s 
Foreign and Commonwealth 
Office, which c urren t ly has a 
staff .of 6,400 (dans to reduce 
larger posts and cut 500 sup- 
port staff jobs at home and 
overseas. 

British embassy numbers, 
range from 96Jifr> Washington. - 
to just one apikix in Antigua 
and Tristan da Cunfaa. 

He said plans were being 
considered to share embassies 
with Germany in Azerbaijan, 


Ecuador and Iceland. 

“All this is tough medicine," 
Gilmore told a parliament 
committee probing the fi- 
nances of the diplomatic ser- 
vice which is having its budget 
cut by seven per cent as Britain 
battles to trim its post- 
recession deficit. 

The foreign office budget for 
the 1994 to 1995 financial year 
is £1.18 billion ($1.76 billion), 
.he said. 

When members of parlia- 
ment expressed concern about 
£56 million ($84 million) being 
cut from the security budget. 
Sir Gillmore assured than staff 
and the material they handled 
would not he put in jeopardy. 

“Diplomats overseas are 
vulnerable,” be said, singling 
out for praise staff who had 
worked in Bogota, Beirut, 
Khartoum and Kigali. 


Computer pirates cost 
industry $ 12.8b in ’93 


LONDON (R) — Computer 
pirates who copy software 
programmes in s t ead of paying 
for them cost the software pub- 
lishing and distribution indus- 
try around $12.8 billion last 
year, the Business Software 
A lli ance (BSA) said Wechiesr 
day. 

Europe, the largest market 
representing 19 countries, 
accounted for 38 per cent of 
that total loss. 

■ Italy made the greatest 
strides in fighting piracy, re- 
ducing the percentage of soft- 
ware pirated to SO per cent 
from a European high of 86 per 
cent of software sales in 1992, 
said the BSA in a statement. 

This dramatic drop may owe 
much to the Italian govern- 


ment’s commitment to en- 
forcement after Italy enacted a 
new copyright law — the EC 
software directive. 

Both Italy and Spain bad 
piracy rates of 86 per cent in 
1992 but Italy’s rate dropped to 
50 per cent in 1993 while 
Spain's rate rase to 88 per cent 
over the same period. 

The Spanish g o v ernm ent did 
not implement the EC soft- 
ware directive until January 
1994 while Italy met the EC 
dea d lin e for enacting the direc- 
tive of Dec. 31. 1992. 

In other regions of the world 
the software industry lost $3.9 
billion in Asia, $2.4 bfUkm in 
North America, $821 million in 
Latin America and $666 mil- 
lion in Africa and the Middle 
East, said the BSA 


lines between the central banks 
of the three countries, was 
aimed at bolstering the bat- 
tered peso and restoring inves- 
tor confidence after last 
month's assassination, of ruling 
party candidate Luis Donald 
Colosio. 1 

But it was also an indication 
the richest countries and those 
in the developing world are 
increasingly fused by the huge 
and lucrative trade flows be- . 
tween them. 

In an unusual joint news 
conference the central bankers 
and finance ministers of the 
three countries announced the 
formation of a new consulta- 
tive body, the North American 
Financial Group, to discuss 
economic and financial issues. 

But even as these measures 
go forward it is apparent that 
not everyone in the developing 
world has been enjoying in- 
creased economic vitality. 

In a report to the committee 
the World Bank said world 
trade is set to increase follow- 
ing the recent Uruguay Round 
agreeement to open trading 
markets. 

Moreover, commodity 
prices are projected to rise 
after more than a decade of 
declines, helping many de- 
veloping countries which are 

*^irtsonwaiuntries are like- 
ly to benefit more than others 
from the good times that lie 
ahead, the bank said. 

East Asian nations — stellar 
performers in recent years — 
are projected to chalk up sub- 
stantial gains as their dynamic 
economies continue to grow. 

Other regions will not be as 
fortunate, the World Bank 
said. Latin American countries 
wiB experience modestly faster 
but will still lag behind 
East Asian juggernaut. 

The worst p e rfo rm er is again 
likely to be sub-Saharan Africa 
where per capita income win 
Tat all, the World 

said. 


Foreign investors need strong nerves in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — Foreign 
investors say Turkey is now 
only for the adventurous, but 
believe the outlook could im- 
prove if .economic reforms are 
pushed through effectively. 

They took comfort in news 
that Turkey was seeking help 
from the IMF, saying this 
would anchor Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller’s austerity mea- 
sures to fight roaring inflation 
and deficits. ' 

Three banks have folded 
since Ms. Ciller launched her 
programme on April 5, infla- 
tion is still heading for three 
digits and efforts to bold down 
wages may provoke social un- 
rest. 

Foreign traders accordingly 
predict more upheavals before 
the benefits of sounder fiscal 
policies are felt. 

"More volatility is expected 
in short-term but the long-term 
outlook is better,” said an offi- 


cial at a leading German bank. 
' Financial tunnofl, m which 
the lira has plunged to 35,500 
to the dollar, a rail of 58 per 
cent this year, has triggered 
heavy selling of Turkish 
bonds in international mar- 
kets. 

“Most of the players have 
suffered so badly ■ in other 
emerging markets that they are 
not prepared to take any risk in 
Turkey,” said a trader at a 
leading U.S. investment bank. 

The spread on Turkey’s 
mark bond due to 1996, 
jumped to 400 basis points 
over the German benchmark 
at the beginning of April, from 
250 basis points at end-1993. It 
then recovered to 300 basis 
points. 

The five-year issue in Ger- 
many was down to 200 basis 
points from a high of 280 basis 
points in April, against its issue 
spread of 195 basis points. 


Dollar, sterling and yen mar- 
kets witnessed similar swings, 
reflecting a strong tendency to 
sell shorter-end issues. 

“There is a lot of turmoil 
that could build up if these 
economic measures are not im- 
plemented fast enough,” said 
Maryam Mansoury, emerging 
market strategist at Lehman 
Brothers. * 

Turkish economy officials 
were telling investors in Lon- 
don and Frankfurt last week 
that things would soon get bet- 
ter. Hardly a new message, but 
Turkey feels on sorer ground 
now that Ms. Ciller has 
grasped the IMF nettle. 

. Officials said the public- 
sector borrowing requirement 
would be cut to 10 per '.cent of 
gross national product thisyear 
from 17 per cent in 1993, a 
$14.2 billion trade gap would 
be narrowed and growth would 
be nil after a consumer-led 7.3 


per cent in 1993. 

“Even if they achieve 50 per 
cent of the targets, it's still a 
chtmge for the better,” said the 
official at the German bank. 

Turkey, its borrowing plans 
now skewed towards debt mar- 
kets, is talking to U.S. and 
European banks for a club 
loan, which bankers said could 
be around $1 billion, to build 
up dwindling foreign reserves 
which stood at $4.6 billion in 
April. 

Foreign traders expect a 
high lira devaluation .to con- 
tinue in the next few months 
before Ms. Ciller’s measures 
bear fruit. 

For equity traders, the Tur- 
kish experience has also 
proved disappointing. Many of 
them were caught long when 
the Istanbul stock market tum- 
bled 40 per cent from its 23,883 
peak on Jan. 13. The compo- 
site index stood at 17,450.83 


Shares of Fiat’s Turkish ml 
TOFAS, which were bversch- 
scribed in foreign markets at 
$16 in March, now trade at vs- 

Alcatel-owned Teletas owed 

four, trillion lira (SUP - million) 
by the state-owned FIT, is 
seeking court permission to 
reorganise its own debts- 

“Investors will be very selec- 
tive," said Lehman’s Man- 
souiy. Quality names and P n_ 
vate companies with no debts 
and positive cash balances 
could feel the pinch feast, she 

added. .. 

With most firms revealing 
Weak first quarter profits and 
many in the red, the market 
could dive further. .. 

Direct foreign investments 
8TO aisn r unnin g out of Steam. 
Three-month foreign capital 
inflow has totalled $227 .million 
this year, against $257 million 
in the same 1993 period. 


Saudis go for gold, other minerals besides oil 


JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia (R) 
— Saudi Arabia is inviting 
private investors to put in more 
than $2.0 billion of new money 
for projects to tap its non-oil 
mineral resources. 

The Kingdom already mines 
gold. It now wants to extract 
iron ore, phosphates and baux- 
ite from under the desert 
sands. 

It may also have u ranium 
but all detail on that was con- 
fidential, deputy minister of 
petroleum and minerals Ibra- 
him Kbaberi said Wednesday. 

“We do have some show- 
ings. It is too early to tell,” be 


added. 

' Ministry officials said gold 
output from mines at Mabd A1 
Dahab and Sukraybarat 
already exceeded 7.5 tonnes a 
year and might double by 1999 
if three possible new mines 
went ahead. 

For now, however, the gov- 
ernment is seeking investors 
from Saudi Arabia and abroad 
willing to produce iron ore 
pellets, mine phosphates and 
explore the Arab World’s only 
recoverable bauxite deposits. 

Would-be investors were 
asked last month to come for- 
ward for a project worth $550- 


‘$700 million to produce 2.2-4.0 
million tonnes a year of iron 
ore pellets from deposits at 
Wadi Sawawin. 

Eight firms, some of them 
foreign, have so far shown 
interest. 

In May, applicants will be 
invited to make pre-qualifying 
bid submissions in a bigger 
project worth $1.75 billion to 
mine phosphates at A1 Jalamid 
which would be used by an 
export fertiliser plant at the 
new industrial dty of JubaEL 

Later, the ministry will seek 
investment of np to $55 million 
to evaluate bauxite reserves at 


Az Zabirah believed to exceed 
100 million tonnes. * 

This would be a component 
of a wider project that could by 
the end of the c en t ur y also 
include a refinery -at Jubail to 
torn the bauxite into alumina. 

The Saudis would then hope 
to sell this to existing alumi- 
nium smelters in Balmain and 
Dubai which at present get 
their feedstock from Australia, 
The Saudi Arabian Basic In- 
dustries Corporation 
(SABIC), a vast state- 
controlled conglomerate, has 
hinted it would dc interested in 
building the refinery which 


could cost up tb $700 miUi#J- 

The government may begin 
awarding licences in 10 
months’ time in these ventures. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Zaberi said 
the projects would fit well the 
strategic guidelines aimed at 
setting private industry more 
deeply involved in the Saudi 
economy. 

The kingdom also wants to 
diversify away from - almost- 
total reliance on petroleum. A 
lease has already been issued 
to a Saudi firm to mine copper 
and zinc at Masane where pro- 
duction may begin. ' to two 
years' time. ' 


U.S. to give computer industry $1 billion in aid 


•it 


NEW YORK (R) — The 
White House has approved a 
proposal to spend up to $1 
billion to help U.S. computer 
companies compete with Japan 
in making advanced flat-panel 
computer display screens, the 
New York Times reported in 

m 


In Financial Journalism 

Reuters is the leading international news and business 
information organisation. Using the latest technology, it 
supplies the global business community and news 
media with a wide range of products, including 
real-time financial data, transaction systems, trading 
room systems, access to numeric and textual historical 
databases, --newsrand news pictures. 

We are now looking for graduates, either leaving 
university this summer or perhaps one to two years into 
their first job, to join our journalist training scheme, 
which will this year be geared to our economic news 
and analysis service. # 

Beginning in September, the scheme will comprise 
seven weeks practical training in London, followed by 
experience bn the economic news desks and reporting 
units as well as specialist instruction in the financial 
markets. Trainees will then be assigned back to the 
Middle East 

This represents an excellent career opportunity for 
graduates (most probably in economics or maths) who 
can combine an interest in the international financial 
markets with the ability to write with flair and accuracy 
in English and Arabic while meeting strict deadlines. 
The rewards will be attractive, with a competitive salary 
supported by benefits including annual holiday, health 
cover and the chance to participate in the Reuter Save 
As You Earn (SAYE) share option scheme. 

Please mall a C.V. and a letter explaining why 

you want to participate in the programme to: 

Jack Redden 

Reuter Bureau chief, 

news and television, Jordan 

Box 667 Amman 

Applications must be received by May 15 and 
Interviews will be scheduled for the end of 
May. 

Reuters Is an equal opportunities employer. 
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its Wednesday editions. 

The thin screens, used main- 
ly in laptop computers are in- 
creasingly used in military 
equipment acquired by the 
Pentagon, the newspaper said. 

A handful of U.S. com- 
panies have less than three per 
cent of the world market, while 
Japanese companies, lead by 
Sharp Corp, control the rest. 


the Times said. 

The Clinton administration 
calls for heavy Defence 
rent spending to build 
up domestic suppliers instead, 
the newspaper reported, 
adding the Pentagon will hold 
a press conference Thursday. 

The proposal would provide 
matching federal funds to 
firms that invest in flat-panel 


GENERAL TENDENCIES:. 
This morning be more precise in 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY APRIL 28, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rrghter Foundation 

improve jdations with an associ- 
ate by being more coope ra ti v e, 
an important business 
wisely. < 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Look to a good friend for 
a favour early in the dty and get 
it. Come to a much better under- 
standing with your loved ones 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
November 21) State your aims to 
trusted associates who can help 
you gain them. Don’t neglect an 
important business matter today. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You want to 
advance in many ways so find the 
right methods for doing so, 
Strive for increased happiness in 
both personal and 
life. 


and try to have mote recreation 
in jrour Efe to cut down -on 
tensions that have been mount- 
ing. Avoid a tendency to spend 
too mudt. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Make plans to have greater 
abundance in the future. You. 
can get much accomplished now 
if you apply yourself in die right 
manner. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Stan using a new and more 
efficient system and test it for 
practicality. Take no risks while 
in motion today. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take care of important corres- 
pondence and agreements and 
then do any work you have 
to do. Safeguard your 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Engage in new outlets 
ifatf can bring you added income. 
Make repairs to property that are ■ 
needed right now. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Study your personal faults and 
take steps to improve them. 
Don’t neglect social activities 
and have some fun. Express 
happiness. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) This is an ideal day to 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Jannaiy 20) Hod a new system 
for h andling any promises you 
have made and get excellent re- 
sults. Maintain a cheerful man- 
ner for aH to see. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Confirm agree- 
ments you made with associates 
and then carry through with the 
tasks connected with them. Be 
wise cm any endeavour. 
PISCES: (Fdmuuy 20 to March 
20) Take time to improve the 
appearance of your surroundings 
early in the day and then focus 
your attention on other matter 
which must be done. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY APRIL 29, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Fascinating new ideas win assist 
your growth and development as 
you main ta in harmony with fami- 
ly members and add to your 
prestige by becoming even more 
involved m civic matters under 
four good aspects. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

fine benefits, be fthany realm 
of your existence- Later enjoy 
the company of congenial friends 
and famil y 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Make' arrangements early in the 
day for recreations over the 
weekend. Find better ways of 
improving your appearance for 
your success. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take time to handle those email 
tasks at home and they soon wiD 

be behind you. This is a good day 
to buy those supplies you need. 

MOON CHILDREN; (June 22 to 
July 21) Show that you camcom- 
monicate wdl with others. Long- 
time associates are most favour- 
able to you now in whatever you 
wish to accomplish. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Handle monetary affairs early in 
the day since you have the power 
to be clever and exact at that 
time. Be more sure of yourself 
around those in authority. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- . 
her 22) Engage in activities that 


will improve your mw y. and 
bring you greater success. Even- 
ing is fine for ^prating up your 
personal life for aD to see. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Sit in the quiet of your 
home and figure out how to 
i more efficiently and pro- 
in the future. Plan a 
romantic evening with mate. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Confide in a good 
friend who can assist you with 
some persona] problem yon 
have. Be wary of one who is 
goosipy about your personal life. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Engage in those 
activities you like that can add to 
your prestige. Let your work 
stand out as something superior 
to those in charge. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Any new project 
should be studied very carefully 
before you go ahead with it. Hus 
is not a good dty to make 
changes which are involved. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Be very precise in 
the handling of any special task 
you' want to do. Tty to be less 
critical of others today and you 
mil achieve much prestige. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Know, what it is associate 
expect of -you and coordinate 
efforts more intelligently. 
Deepen relationships with new 
.acquaintances. 


display research and produc- 
tion, the newspaper reported. 
It builds on current research 
efforts paid for by the depart- 
ments of defence and 
for which Congress has ; 
authorised $100 million. 

The plan represents an effort 
to back ana industry that 
seems to be promised and 
short-circuit market forces, the 
said. 

ie plan calls for the federal 
government to pay part of the 
cost for U.S. companies to 
build four factories capable for 


U.S. companies to build four 
large factories ‘ capable of sup- 
plying a sixth of the $4 billion 
world market for flat-panel 
screens, tire Times reported. 

It caUS for the defence De- 
partment to rontributep$50 mil- 
lion in already authorised re- 
search funds for hte uxpnediate 
construction of a higjvcapadty 
pilot plant. The .def^pce and 
energy departments ^uld also 
jointly spend $450 ipplion 
subsidise research fipd 
velopment over thejrtext fie 
years, die Times sajOjL 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

" "rs s&T&r 


It's back to Podunk for you 


four ordinary words. 


SUPEA 
1 

m 



a 




Em 


SB 




DHELVA 


nn 



HEWPEN 


JL 



Print answer here: ALL 


Yeatwttty’a 


Jumbles: FOLIO 
Answer when 


HOW THE PITCHER 
FELT AFTER HE 
VW5 SENT TO . 
THE SHOWERS. ■_ 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

cmn3m 

(Answers tomorrow) 
SWOOP BOUNTY MARIAN 


en you cheat on your diet the result 
be — WAIST-FULL 


THE Daily Crossword uy 


ACROSS 
1 Maid ol Orleans 
S Gaucho gear 
10 Put away 

14 Slacken 

15 Synthetic fabric 
IB Unrerot Galatea 
17 Yardstick 

markings 

20 Urbane 

21 Pan of 52A 

22 Ram's mate 

23 Make — - meet 
28 Jargon 

28 Fashionable 


31 Beaux — 

33 Shack 

37 Day of the wk. 

38 Drug 
enforcement 
agent 

40 Member of a 
pride 

ii Plano tuners 
concern 

45 Sailing 
48 — bear 

47 Grade 

48 Widow 

51 Leningrad's 
river 

52 Summer hrs, 

■53 Scarce 
55 ftwx 

57 Hole puncher 
60 Mope 

82 Wear gradually 
65 Rag feature 

70 Cattle 

71 Type ol screen 

72 Enormous 

73 Summit 

74 Shinbone 

75 RmdonVs 
Sommer 

DOWN 

1 FoottwU team 

2 Site of Diamond 

Heed 

3 Where “Gobi is 

4 Chutzpah . 

5 A Rogers 
STSudnggp, 

7 Disembarked 

8 Poisonous 



•2T.SKSSS"— “ 


9 Orwell's 
Farm" 

10 Pouch 

11 Yearn 

12 Scene 

13 Abstract being 

18 Lessee 

19 Hawaiian goose 

24 cart 

25 — throat 

27 Converse 

28 Daub 

29 Aplomb 

30 Broadway 

backer 

32 Descendant 

34 FamRy circle 
member 

35 Played (with) 

38 Beginning 

39 Flirt 

45 Whisker 
Possess 

44 Stock exchange 
_ member 
« Players 
SOMostfaithfuj 


Yesterday's Purri* Solved: 


nnsn nnnnra 

nooBnciR linn 
. nnon nnnn 

n 

non QBno OQnBi 



54 0«y restn 

56 Take the wheel 

57 One of the 
Aleutians 

58 Defeat 

59 Vocation 

61 Doorhandle 


63 October’s stone 
ff Ewnteire ; 
fSPuntadd— ■ 

67 Actor Harrison 
66 Use the 
slopes 
69 Hyson 
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West Bank, Gaza investment 
l rick l es throu g h Israeli red tape 


ramallah, 

— Seven months after the PL 

ZZASZifdZ 

Kcely to beTtrfckk 
rath er th an a flood. 

Astringof high-profile pro- 
C? have hat the headlines but 
few »e fully operational. 

, Upheavals such as the delay 
m implementing a self-rule 
accord for Palestinians in Gaza 
Md the Jericho area of the 
West Bank, and a Jewish set- 
flei*s massacre of some 30 
Arabs in a Hebron mosque in 
February, have played a part in 
dampening the euphoria that 
foflowedthe signing of a peace 
deal m September in Washing- 

But Palestinian businessmen 
say the much greater obstacle 
is the web of Israeli regulations 
and restrictions that has con- 
trolled Palestinian economic 
growth for 27 years, and uncer- 
tainty about whether the web 
will unravel. 

“Hundreds of new com- 
panies have been established 
but they remain on paper. We 
will have peace, this is inevit- 
able. But what kind of peace is 
.what businessmen are asking ” 
said Samer Shehadeh, a found- 
er of the year-old National 
Insurance Compa n y 

Ibrahim Abdul Hadi, a lead- 
ing businessman in the West 
Bank' town of Nablus, said he 
had just received a permit to 
establish an iron rod manufac- 


*”5® Pitot after three years. 
Now I wiD have erreat MffL. 


, wfll have great diffi- 
adty m calling all the investors 
back and getting them in* 
“rated again “ he said. 

^he Israeli mentality has 
not changed. A project can Ke 
on an official’s desk for years, 
whether he signs it or not he 
doesn’t care. If he signs it, he’s 
doing you a favour,” he said. 

In the emerging West Bank 
economic hub of Ramallah, 
the plush five-storey Connner- 
oal Bank of Palestine opened 
its d oors this month, hoping to 
provide the financial apparatus 
that the territories surely lack. 
A few yards (metres) down the 
road, the Bank of Jordan ha< 
also opened. 

Palestinians living abroad 
have set up a £200 million 
investment bolding company 
but the group has yet to estab- 
lish an office inside the terri- 
tories. 

Other spectacular-sounding 
projects like a joint venture 
bank between Palestinians and 
Israel's Bank Leu mi, and a 
conglomerate to group Israel's 
Koor Industries with Palesti- 
nian, Moroccan and Spanish 
counterparts, also remain 
notional. 

The PLO-Israeli pact 
brought rosy visions from both 
sides of a new Middle East 
where peace is bolstered by an 
economic boom. 

Hundreds of Palestinian and 
foreign investors swarmed 
through the territories sniffing 
for opportunities. PLO policy 


makers say die main hope for 
the economy is die formidable 
money and business *irin« of 
the Palestinian diaspora. 

But Palestinians say the 
foreigners largely focused on 
projects linked to the billions 
of dollars of aid p ro mis ed by 
donors to boost peace by re- 
building Palestinian infrastruc- 
ture. 

These are now on hold until 
the long-delayed implementa- 
tion of self-rule — mil subject 
to negotiation — actually be- 
gins. 

A few dozen Palestinians 
from abroad have placed 
£100,000 each in Israeli banks 
to gain residency under a new 
investment scheme. But one 
businessman living in the Arab 
World complains be faces stifl- 
ing bureaucracy uncertain- 
ty. 

“This money is my conunit- 
mcm to my homeland. On any 
rational terms I should have 
put it somewhere else,” said 
the businessman, who asked 
not to be named. 

Ramallah industrialist Jaiil 
Zabani said even tight Israeli 
closures that have paralysed 
the Palestinian economy since 
the Hebron massacre do not 
affect investment decisions. 

“Trade is one thing and in- 
vestment another. We are h i 
the wont recession now for 
years but it is related to short- 
term political events. Investors 
look beyond that,” he said. 

But the future shape of the 
Palestinian economy, and how 


much independence Israel mil 
allow it, is still unclear. 

Economic talks between the 
FLO and Israel have made 
some progress but are still 
stuck on the question of trade 
policy. The PLO demands the 
rijgu to set its own trade policy 
and tariffs. Israel has re- 
sponded by threatening to cut 
all economic links if there is no 
customs union. 

Amid the uncertainty, one 
field of investment is speeding 
ahead — land development 
and bousing. Land prices have 
moved little from the highs 
established after the Washing- 
ton signing and in towns all 
over the territories, apartment 
Mocks and offices are slowly 
going up. 

But businessmen point out it 
is Palestinian population 
growth and Israeli restrictions 
on land use that fuel the real 
estate boom. 

“We have a population 
growth rate of four per cent 
per year, perhaps the highest 
in the world,” said Jowed 
Medhi, a Gazan industrialist 
who has switched to real estate 
development. 

He said his only hope for the 
textiles factory he started was 
to export, an operation so 
mired in bureaucracy for 
Palestinians that it effectively 
requires Israeli middlemen. 

“People will always need 
bouses so well keep on build- 
ing. But that doesn’t mean the 
economy as a whole is 
flourishing,” he pointed out. 


GCC to lose $17b from oil tax 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Arab 
Gulf states will lose more than 
$17 billion this decade if in- 
dustrial States go ahead with 
planned new energy taxes, 
according to a Saudi oil offi- 
cial. 

The taxes, proposed by the 
European Union (EU), would 
hit the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) hardest since it pro- 
vides nearly 70 per cent of the 
total world’s crude ofl exports, 
said Majid A1 Munif, an advis- 
er to Saudi Oil Minister 


Hisham Nazer. 

Since Arab Gulf states 
account for around £5 per cent 
of OPEC’s ofl exports, they 
will be more affected that 
other members, he said in a 
study presented at an energy 
conference in Muscat. 

“The Gnlf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) is estimated to 
have an oil export decline of 
450,000 barrels per day (b/d) 
and a real revenue decline of 
S3.4 billion in the year 200,” he 
said. “The GCCs cumulative 
real income loss is estimated at 


S17.7 billion compared to the 
pre-tax scenario.” 

GCC states and other oil- 
producers have strongly 
attacked the tax, which could 
be enforced in the EU and 
other members of the Orga- 
nisation of Economic Coopera- 
tion and Development 
(OECD). 

GCC countries — Saudi 
Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Oman, Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates — argue the tax 
will fait their economies as ofl 
accounts for more than 90 per 


cent of their national income. 

They have accused the EU 
of seeking additional revenue 
to tackle budget deficits, but 
the Europeans defend the tax 
as measure aimed at protecting 
the environment by containing 
the emission of carbon dioxide. 

EU and GCC foreign minis- 
ters will meet in Riyadh early 
next month to discuss the tax, 
which has hurt their relations 
and overshadowed negotia- 
tions for a free trade agree- 
ment. 


Japan motor 
vehicle exports 
fall by 18% 

TOKYO (AFP) — Japanese 
motor vehicle exports in the 
year to March fell by 18.3 per 
cem from the figure for the 
year to March 1993 to 
4.622,092 units for the second 
consecutive annual decline to 
the lowest figure since 1979. an 
industry group said Wednes- 
day. The country's exports in 
March fell by 24*5 per cent to 
424.901 units, which also 
marked the ninth consecutive 
double-digit decline, the Japan 
Automobile Manufactures' 
Association (JAMA) said. 

The association attributed 
the continued serious decline 
to the global recession, the 
rapid growth of overseas pro- 
duction by Japanese automak- 
ers, as well as the slump of 
overseas sales due to the 
appreciation of the yen, which 
has made Japanese-made auto- 
mobiles less competitive. 

"The new situation will no 
longer allow Japan to export 
more than five million auto- 
mobiles." a JAMA official 
said, in a reference to Japan's 
expanding overseas produo 
tion. 


Israeli companies see Egypt 
as gateway to Arab market 


CAIRO (Ri — Israeli telecom- 
munications firms, denied 
direct access to money- 
spinning Middle East markets 
by an Arab boycott of their 
country, say they hope to use 
Egypt as a springboard to 
launch their products in the 
region. 

Delegates from the six com- 
panies, in Egypt to attend a 
trade fair, said they were look- 
ing for partnerships with Egyp- 
tian companies who might pro- 
duce their goods under licence 
for sales elsewhere in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Egypt is the only Arab state 
to have signed a peace treaty 
with Israel and is exempt from 
an Arab League boycott of the 
Jewish state. 

Haim Ashkenazi, an execu- 
tive with the Israel Export In- 
stitute, said the companies 
were the first Israeli telecom- 
munications firms to exhibil in 
the Arab World. 

"Egypt is the country which 
opened the door to us. so we 
hope 10 use this as a wav m.' - 
he said. 

Elisha Bcn-Nachum, sales 


manager at cables manufactur- 
er Teldor, said his company 
would be discussing possibili- 
ties of joint venture part- 
nerships with Egyptian firms. 

“It's a stepping point to the 
other Arab countries. We 
already set! in Morocco, but 
we’re looking for the regional 
market now,'* he said. 

The Arab Boycott of Israel 
also blacklists companies with 
major investments in the Jew- 
ish state, but there have been 
signs that this ' ‘secondary-' ' 
bovcott is slipping 

U.S. Trade Secretary Ron 
Brown, on a visit to the region 
in January , said 3 number of 
U.S companies on the boycott 
blacklist had been prominent 
exhibitors at a trade show in 
Riyadh thai month. 

Another Israeli compjny at 
the Cairo show said it was 
looking for joint ventures 
agreements with Egypt or 
other African countries to pro- 
duce its emergency back-up 
generators. 

.And Omn Avidan of Sogo 
Electronics, which sells facili- 
ties for Telephone switch- 


boards, said companies based 
in Jordan, the United Arab 
Emirates, and Bahrain, had 
shown interest in the product. 
One of the firms. National 
Telecommunications Operas 
Bcreq. is using t'ie occasion u* 
inaugurate a dr eel telepho^ 
line linking Isr.-.H and Egypt 
"This is a hie. breakthrough 
It is the first direct link ba> 
tween Israel and an Arab 
country.” said Bezeq official 
Daniel Ch.tihit 
The terrestrial fibrcopr- 
line can cam thousands 
calls between .L'airo and "IVii 
Aviv. At present calls have 
be routed via submarine hw.-. 
to Italy. Mr. Charbit '■ 

But despite i he °Plinw**; - 
that links in Ey.vpt might esfic'- 
a wav into Arab markets, fjfcj 
Israelis in t'.um h.ul no ii^. 
sums th.it Rimers prevctiij*, 
them from participating dire^ 
f\ in the rich liuit mark!-.., 
were about i*» come down *' 
Mr. Bcn-Nachum said 
company had approached' 
Saudi Arabian companv 
"Iky told us 'It's rno 
to do business. " he said. 


Africa, M.E. telecoms need $25b investment 




CAIRO (R) — African and 
Middle East telecommunica- 
tions need at least S25 billion 
of investment by the end of 
the decade just to maintain 
their current modest rate of 
growth, a senior U.N. official 
has said. 

PekkaTarjanne, secretary- 
general of the International 
Telecommunication Union 
(ITU), said still more money 
was required to make inroads 
in sub-Saharan Africa, which 
has only one telephone line 
for every 250 inhabitants. 

He urged the delegates at 
Africa Telecom 94 — a trade 
fair and forum — to seek 
partnerships with govern- 
ments or local firms in the 
region. About 2S0 companies 
are exhibiting at the show. 

Mr. Tarjanne said S3 bil- 


lion was invested in Telecom- 
munications in the region in 
1992, just 30 per cent of the 
sector's revenue. 

“This problem of underin- 
vestment needs to be addres- 
sed in a number of coun- 
tries,” he told delegates. 

Mr. Tarjanne said that 4.7 
million new lines had been 
installed in Africa and the 
Middle East from 19S7 to 
1992. 

“ITU research has shown 
that a minimum investment 
of S25 billion is required by 
the end of the decide in 
order to sustain the current, 
relatively modest, levels of 
growth in the region. 

A much higher level of 
investment would be neces- 
sary to make a significant 
impact in the African conti- 


nent. particularly in sub- 
Saharan Africa." Sir. Tarjan- 
ne said. 

He said governments 
should establish clear regula- 
tory outlines for firms work- 
ing” in the sector, but “re- 
sponsibilities for taking the 
risks must lie with the private 
sector." 

Other speakers at the con- 
ference backed Mr. Tarjan- 
ne ‘s call for private invest- 
ment and deregulation in the 
region. 

Mahmoud El Soury, chair- 
man of Egypt’s National 
Telecommunications Orga- 
nisation, identified tight state 
control as a major force pre- 
venting the sector from get- 
ting private investment. 

“In some cases, govern- 
ments are so sensitive about 


the sector tli.it it is viewed a* 
intrinsically linked with th« 
issue of national sovereign j 
ty.“ said Olaw ak Ige, chief 
executive o! the Nigerian 
firm Informatics General and 
Electrics Ltd. 

"The private sector is th« 
key to action." said Jonathan 

Solomon, a director at the 
British firm Cable and VV ir . 
less. 

But others said that most 
joint ventures involving fore- 
ign firms ended tu failure. 

" "Unless there is the com* 
mitment, wit! and a genuine 
desire to ensure universal 
telecommunications accessi- 
bility. joint venires may not 
necessarily further the cause 
of developing nations," Mr. 
Ige said. 


Lloyd’s backers launch 
biggest court challenge 


"LONDON (R) — Some of the 
biggest losers in the Lloyd's of 
London insurance market be- 
gan a landmark three-month 
battle in the High Court Tues- 
day seeking compensation 
from their agents for alleged 
negligence. 

Some 20 names, mostly 
middle-aged men in city suits, 
heard their counsel, Geoffrey 
Vos, allege that managers of 
Lloyd’s Gooda Walker syndi- 
cates had exhibited "incompe- 
tence on a spectacular scale” in 
faffing to reinsure massive 
catastrophe loss liabilities. 

An action group represent- 
ing about 70 per cent of Gooda 
Walker backers, some 3,063 
names, is claiming £629 billion 
($937.1 million) compensation, 
their share of £928 million 
($1.38 billion), in audited 
Gooda Walker losses to date. 

This covers alleged negligent 
■u n d e rwriting from 71 Lloyd’s 
members' and managing agen- 
cies, a record number of par- 
ties in an English legal action. 

Names support the 300-year- 
old insurance market with thexr 
personal wealth as collateral. 
Gooda Walker accounts for 
around a fifth of the market’s 
total £5.5 billion ($8.21 billion) 
losses announced in the last 
three years. , 

Mr. Vos said it was the duty 
of catastrophe loss syndicates 
to be aware of the probability 
fiiat disasters would occur and 
tb»f the disasters that caused 
the losses at Gooda Walker 
were “neither unprecedented, 
nor unexpected.” 

“It would be charitable to 
describe the underwriting pro- 
cedures (of the syndicates) as 
gambling,” Mr. Vos said. 

Lloyd’s names include a 
members of Britain's House of 
Lords and about 50 legislators 
from the ruling Conservative 


Party. 

One present in conn, a 
businessman, said he had suf- 
fered personal losses of at least 
£1.5 million ($2.24 million). 

“We were recruited aridly 
and we were misled. The real 
responsibility for that lies with 
Lloyds, because they knew 
what the losses were coming 
thundering down the line,” he 
said. 

The defendants say the los- 
ses were more than could have 
been anticipated and they 
could not be held liable for 
them. 

Lloyd’s has announced los- 
ses of £5-5 billion ($3.21 bil- 
lion) in the last three years as a 
result of huge claims from a 
recent series of natural and 
industrial disasters. 

Gooda Walker specialised in 
the high-risk area of catas- 
trophe reinsurance and was 
overwhelmed by claims in the 
early 1990s. Total Gooda Wal- 
ker losses are expected to 
reach £1.1 billion ($1.64 bil- 
lion). 

Mr. Vos said any one of 
these disasters would have 
overwhelmed the syndicates 
involved and that as s ess m ents 
of the syndicates’ probable 
maximum losses were either 
not made or were wildly in- 
accurate. 

The Gooda Walker case is 
the first of a string of actions 
against Lloyd’s agents brought 
by names’ action groups and 
' will be keenly watched for the 
precedents It will set. 

Altogether, names are seek- 
ing compensation for around 
£3 billion ($4.48 billion) of 
L loytTs total losses to date. 
Market analysts say Lloyd’s 
will announce a £2 billion 
($2.99 billion) to £3 billion 
($4.48 billion) loss in May for 
its 1991 year. 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) - 

markets Wednesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One strafing 
One ounce of gfdd 


1.3742/52 

1.6738/48 

1.8812/22 

1.4296/06 

34.46/50 

5.7510/60 

1609.0/0.5 

102.74/84 

7.8200/00 

7.2740/90 

6.5910/60 

$15052/62 

$374.70/375.10 


Canadian dollar 

Deutschemarks 

Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


MCJUMG. MR FREK3H1 
FORMUKXNG. DOOR-Ka 
tiOOR SERVICES AMO 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 




KAWAJl JiSONS 

604676 60*696 
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FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax; 810520 


the 


Security, Hospitality 
& Gastronomy 


La vie Beauty 
center 

j for Facial cleansing, Massage, 
Sugaring, Waxing JfaS Care 

, Make-Up And Bridal 
Make-Up. 

We me the best French Casatetiee 


m 


femand aubry 


! Reservation & Information 

Urn Uthainah - Tel.: 661217 


Tha Hr* CteM Hotel Ib 
A mman that hat a . 
KHdwmtt* In avary roomJI 
“SatoWto T.V. Recaption" 


IIAIMITIL 

iUjijI|Is 


Amman - Tel. 607193 
P.O-Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
ExpatrlatetAnd 
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AL-FUHIE5 TOURS 

■ CO. 

LkLuU 1 1 

AWneTickets, Hotel Re sedation's 
Groups Discount prices 





RESTAURANT 


Ro-il Chino -c Ctii<ine 
suul Great F.»: Eastern 
Aimosphcrc . 
Open i'oi LunJl 
Dinner n days 
a week 


S/>0Rls PUB 

Sports & programmes 
Live Via Satellite 
7 days a week 
4p.m. till 12 p.m. 
and the kamikazis 
are always 1 J.D. Each 


MAW OFFICE AL- FUHES 
ToL: 7208S7- Fax: 733887 
BRANCH: AL- ABDALU 
T«L: 619651 /2/3 - Fax : 619553 


IfHi-i 'ir»lf - Jjlial Amman 
Kri'iwhluar 

T eI.05.34S2 *juL* 



& THE 
^ ATMOSPHERE 
CREATORS 

TALK OF THE TOWN 
DISCOTHEQUE 

Open nightly 
From MO PJYL to 3A0 AIL 
Tuesday doted 

Tel: 68521! Fu: 617779 
Middle East Hold • Shmeinni 


SOUTH ELECTRONICS CO. 

IWA.M 

We have all types of 
Electrical home appliances 
T.V., W.M. Ret , Audios, V.C., 
T.V. with video. Fax. Pianos 

& DUTY FREE & 

LlOr^nio 

Wholesale and retail 
transactions 

Sec. Tel.: 696190/1/2 
Fax: (9626) 696193 
P.O.Box 860236 
Amman - Jordan 


/ CHEN'S X 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

-Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia!) Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and raste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 

6:30 - Midnight 

\ Air Conditioned Hall _/ 



The first &be*t 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

lstC>rcle Jabal Amman rear 

fittyyan Gins School 

TriuawaybavaOaMa 

Open daily 12:00-5:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 63896$ 


12 am -V. Ute 


unr 

lNTTfccornxmu. 

rtux 


The Best Lv 
I\DiA> Clisjnl 


JiiihiL K-JTWTE 

k. _ " , 


FOR RENT 


Deluxe Vilas and Apartments 
in Amman. 

For farther detials please call 

SAN ABLE REAL ESTATE 

TEL : 864230 FAX 864231 



r 


Q \Mnm l 


Km; l.iSrvi A fiivsn v 
For reiervationsciltKU&l ^ 


ft 

SZECHWAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Skfflfld Chinese Chefs 

, Open UJD ■ XJQ* atfl- MiAgfc j 

Take away Is available 

StUt Ai-AisS Sirt&l 
Um Uffetnart Cxsmeoa/ Conte 

Tel.: 861174 

Cncc lasted Alwayi LCtcd, 






Club RwtpvroAt 


Sm-tiRtH - MHh.V 


AVIS 


We trv harder. 



*,99-420 


SELECT HOTEL 




@ Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrEsCo BaR 

® Good Drinks & 

Excellent Snacks 
©Open Noons 
& Evenings 


Jabai Al Webdch/Tel. 637 J 0 I/ 637 i 02 



SOCK t.MM t riniw 
AM.MW 'in.. S! 5 «>S? 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO pboto 
stem 30% h rgr 

* Frmm enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlavs 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


Household 
Appliances For 
Every Home 


\ itcume Cleaners. HViifciiy; 
Tfui him. RelngerdSfii. Freezer*. 
Wjifcrn. U’urrr Purifiers... 
u rApitr >tj 

Duty Paid / Dun,' Free 
/‘fcwwwrt"/ 

3 Electrolux 



You Know 
Qur Pfzzac&Sandwiches 
Now Tr^ The 

Italian Pasta 

TKtfetM Way 

Spogliem 

8?; 
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Hata fails to mend coalition rift 


TpKYO (l't) — Prime Minis- 
W Tsuto.mu Hata, still 
floundering vwo days after his 
election, prepared Wednesday 
to launch Japan's first minority 
government in four decades 
after failing to mend the 
broken ruling coalition. 

Mr- Hate’ faces the prospect 
of unstable minority rule and 
early elections after trying in 
vain to persuade the Socialist 
Party to return to the coalition. 

The Socialists walked out 
Tuesday after Mr. Hata's chief 
ally, backstage boss Ichiro 
Ozawa, created a new par- 
'iajnentary bloc grouping all 
Ue coalition parties except the 
Socialists. 

.On Wednesday Mr. Ozawa 
held out an olive branch, offer- 
ing to dissolve the bloc which 
the Socialists saw as a move to 
relegate them to the sidelines 
of- government. 

•His overture was flatly re- 
jected. 

“We don't plan to return to 
the coalition," Wataru Kubo, 
Socialist secretary- genera I, 
said after meeting Mr. Ozawa. 

“There’s ho sense to holding 
up the formation of a new 
cabinet... we urge Hata to get 
started.” he told reporters. 

Mr. $ubo ruled out a last- 


ditch meeting between Mr. 
Hata and Socialist Party Chair- 
man Tomiichi Murayama. 
“There's not going to be such a* 
meeting,” he said. 

Mr. Hata was due to decide 
when to form a cabinet at a 
meeting with his alliance part- 
ners Wednesday evening. 


Officials at Mr. Hata's Shin- 
seito (Renewal Party) said he 
hoped to begin the task later 
Wednesday' or Thursday in 
order to have a government in 
place before the start of a 
10-day holiday period Friday. 

News reports said Mr. Hata 
might reserve the six posts that 
the Socialists had occupied in 
the outgoing government in 
case they returned to the 
alliance. 


Mr. Ozawa is widely blamed 
for sparking the political 
chaos. 

“Ozawa's plan for political 
reconfiguration calls for the 
destruction of all existing par- 
ties and the creation of a large 
governing bloc that will sup- 
port his plan for restructuring 
Japan,” said columnist Takas hi 
Tachibana. 

“It means a short life span 
for Mr. Hata's administra- 


The latest crisis has pro- 
longed a paralysis of govern- 
ment already two months old. 
Long overdue are the state 
budget for 1994/95, supposed 
to have taken effect on April 1, 
and measures to fire up the 
recession-bound economy. 

With a weak government, 
Japan will also have a difficult 
time drafting market-opening 
measures to present to the 
United States by the promised 
mid- June deadline. 


non. 

Just hours after the Socialists 
helped elect Mr. Hata to suc- 
ceed outgoing Premier Mori- 
hiro Hosokawa, Mr. Ozawa 
created a new bloc grouping 
the coalition’s conservatives 
and centrists to the exclusion 
of the Socialists. 

Mr. Hata himself admitted 
being left in the dark. “I wasn't 
aware the parliamentary bloc 
would be formed (right 
away),” he told reporters ear- 
lier, adding that he had 
thought it would be a mid-term 


Mr. Ozawa sees the bloc as a 
step towards his long-cherished 
goal of creating a new con- 
servative party to rival the 
once-dominant Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP), still the 
biggest political group. But the 


Socialists reject the idea of a 
political system dominated by 
two conservative parties. 

Hirotaka Akamatsu, a for- 
mer Socialist secretary- 
general, said there was no 
likelihood of his party rejoin- 
ing tiie government as long as 
Mr. Ozawa continued to 
dominate affairs. 

‘‘Ozawa misjudged us,” he 
said.- “Now, even if he and his 
backers offer to disband the 
bloc, we’re not going back with 
things the way they are.” 

The Socialists hold 74 seats 
in the 511-strong lower house. 
Without them, Mr. Hata has 
187 seats, short of the LDP’s 
206. 

Unless he can lure them 
back even now, Mr. Hata will 
have to settle for forming 
Japan’s first minority govern- 
ment since 1955, a develop- 
ment likely further to delay 
legislation and hasten general 
elections, not due until the 
summer of 1997. 

“There’s no way around it,’] 
said commentator Hisayuld 
Miyake. “Hata will have to 
form a minority government if 
the Socialists don’t come 
around... minority rale means 
weak government and early 
elections.’’ 


U.S. envoy 
to Haiti 
quits as 
policy 
changes 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U;S. special envoy to Haiti has 
resigned, the State Depart- 
ment announced Tuesday, as 
the Clinton administration 
veered towards a new tougher 
policy against Haiti's military 
rulers. 

A brief statement from Stats 
Department spokeswoman 
Christine Shelly said special 
esfvoy Lawrence Pezzullo 
agreed to step down effective 
April 29 after meeting Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher last Saturday. 

/The move was welcomed by 
supporters of exiled Haitian 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide, one of whom Said Mr. : 
Pezzullo was associated with a 
faded polity. 

“B was accessary for him to be 
replaced in order for the admi- 
nistration to make dear that 
tise policy be had implemented 
and which is now discredited 
hgs now, in ’fact, finally been 
abandoned,'' the Aristide 
adviser said. 

-A State Department official 
said Mr. Christopher did not 
ask for Mr . ^ezzullo’s resigna- 
tion. “They met, had a discus- 
sion and agreed it was best he 
left,” the official said. “He did 


ndt quit in disgust, neither was 
' ‘ fired.” 
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But Mr^/Pezzullo, 68, an 
experienced former U.S. 
ambassador to Uruguay and 
Nicaragua who took up the 
Haiti position 13 months ago, 
was seen as the author of a 
policy which the Clinton admi- 
nistration is now abandoning. 

]Mr. Pezzullo backed a plan 
to build a new broad-based 
government in Haiti that he 
bbped would pave the way for 
the eventual return of Mr. 
Aristide, ousted by a military 
coup in September 1991. 

Last week, the Clinton 
administration, under fierce 
attack from some of its own 
supporters over Haiti, gave up 
tive Pezzullo plan and 
announced it would seek to 
stiffen United Nations sanc- 
tions against Haiti's mititazy 
rulers to force them into sab- 
ntission. 

\ “It was clearly impossible 
for him to continue. The new 
policy needed credibility and 
Pezzullo was under attack from 
Congress and Aristide,” said 
efrie administration source. 

| The Haitian government 
Mr. Pezzullo wanted to build 
would have included some sup- 
porters of the forces that over- 
threw Mr. Aristide. But Mr. 
Aristide rejected the plan, 
seeing it as a U.S. retreat from 
is insistence on his uncon- 
ditional return to power. 
'Haiti has been without a 
hpnds-on leader since Prime 
Minister Robert Malval res- 
igned four months ago. Mr. 
Malval was the choice of top- 
ped President Jean-Bertrand 
Aristide but stepped down in 
December after the military 
prevented him from working 
ahd blocked a U.N.-mediated 
plan to return Mr. Aristide to 
power. 

The head of Haiti’s Cham- 
ber of Deputies, Frantz 
Monde, asked parliament 
Tuesday to take steps “to fill 
the institutional void” left by 
Mr. Malval’s departure. 

Mr. Monde is a fierce oppo- 
nent of Mr. Aristide. 

In the first three months of 
this year, an increasingly bitter 
rift opened between the Un- 
ited States and Mr. Aristide. 


N. Korea *will not allow* full inspections 


TOKYO (AFP) — North Korea said Wednesday it would not 
allow full inspections, including sampling of spent fuel, when it 
permits international monitors to witness the replacement of 
fuel rods at its nuclear reactor. A North Korean Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said Pyongyang would allow experts from 
the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) to conduct 
inspections “for the continuity of safeguards to verify oon- 
diveraon of nuclear materials.” But he added that North 
Korea would regard it as “a sinister political intention” if 
Washington and the IAEA “ruddy demand sampling and 
other inspection activities,” according to a desp a tch carried by 
the official Korean Central News Agency and monitored here. 
The Vienna-based IAEA has add it would not send experts to 
observe the repla c eme nt of fuel rods at a five- m egaw a tt 
exp e rim ental nucle ar reactor unless they were allowed sub- 
stantial inspections. A cco rding to U.S. officials, the chang in g 
of fuel rods, possibly in the next few weeks, could provide 
enough plutonium for North Korea to make four or five 
nuclear bombs. 


Heavy fighting rages In Cambodia 


ARANYAPRATHET, Thailand (AFP) — Cambodian gov- 
ernment troops and Khmer Rouge guerrillas were locked in 
battle Wednesday east of Poipet, with artillery and gun fire 
dearly audible across the border in Thailand. Fighting was 
centred around Nimit, on Route 5 between Poipet and 
Sisophon, and Route 5 was cut 12 kilometres out of Poipet, 
Thai officials said. It was the second day of clashes in the area. 
Thai military officials said Tuesday that the guerrillas attacked 
in a pincer movement from the north and south. No figures 
were available on the number of men involved in the attack. 

In Phnom Penh, Cambodian Co-Premier Hun Sea said 
Tuesday that the Khmer Rouge had launched a heavy attack 
on the border town of Poipet and that more than 100 civilians 
had fled to Sisophon, 48 kilom etr es to the west (He expressed 
surprise at the size of the guerrilla attack.) 


Anglo-German summit opens 


LONDON (AFP) — German Chancellor Ildmn t Kohl 
arrived in Britain Wednesday for a summit meeting with Prime 
Minister John Major on the future of Europe aud the war m 
Bosnia, officials said. Mr. Kohl went tfireedy to Mr. Major’s 
country residence. Chequers, wh ere he and Mr. Major were to 
meet and lunch. The chan c ell or was ac co mp a n ied by Us 
ministers of finance, econo m y, foreign affairs and defence, 
who were to meet snnultaueoudy with their respective 
counterparts before joining the Kohl-Major summit. Govern- 
ment sources said the meetings would concentrate on the 
situation in Bosnia, expansion of the European Union to 
Eastern European countries, the EIT* Corfu summit in June 
and Germany’s rotating HU presidency which begins after- 


Russla to take part In G-7 political talks 


ROME (R) — -Russia will take part in political discussions at 
the G-7 summit in Naples, but not in the economic delibera- 
tions of the world’s seven biggest economies, Italy said 
Wednesday. The office of outgoing Prime Minister Carlo 
Azegiio CSampi said in a statement Russia would also take part 
in preparatory talks for the July 8-10 talks. “Russia will have a 
greater involvement," said a senior government official. “It 
will take part in the political part but not the economic one — 
we’re not yet talking of a G-8.” Russia has in the past attended 
G-7 summits as an observer and was presented with the results 
of the political and economic talks once they were over, Mr. 
Gampi’s office said. President Boris Yeltsin has been pushing 


for fall membership of the group, which links the United 
any, France, Britain, Italy, Canada and Japan. 


States, Germany 

NATO military chiefs meet former foes 


BRUSSELS (R) — NATO military chiefs met their counter- 
parts from Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union on 
Wednesday to discuss cooperation and the “partnership for 
peace” plan for joint exercises and trainmg. It was the third 
such meeting since the end of the cold war, bringing together 
chiefs of staff from more than 30 countries, including the 
United States and Russia. The chairman of NATO’s Military 
Committee, Field Marshall Sir Richard Vincent, told die 
meeting valuable progress had been made in “helping safe- 
guard peace through active cooperation on defence matters 
and military contacts.” “Given the number of world crises, as 
well as their complexity, it is increasingly evident that this 
cooperative approach... is a practical and useful element in 
our attempts to provide stability and peace,” Marshal Vincent 
said. The military chiefs were due to discuss peacekeeping in 
Europe, including in former Yugoslavia, as well as ** 
“partnership for peace” programme. 


the 


Gunmen kill Catholic in North Belfast 


BELFAST (AP) — Gunmen killed a Roman Catholic man 
Tuesday night and police said they believe the attack may have 
been retaliation for the IRA slaying of two Protestants 
Sunday. The outlawed Protestant paramilitary group the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters claimed responsibility for Tuesday’s 
killing in a statement to news organisations but gave no 
explanation for it. Police headquarters in Belfast said in a 
statement that the gunmen entered the North Belfast home of 
the 52-year-old taxi driver and shot him as he sat watching 
television. On Sunday, an Irish Republican Army gunman 
lolled two Protestant men as they sat chatting m two cars 
parked side by side in Garvagh 45 miles (70 km) northwest of 
Belfast. The IRA said the two were members of the Ulster 
Freedom Fighters. 


Deputy’s 

slaying 

raises 

uproar 

in Russian 

Duma 


MOSCOW (R) — The mafia- 
style murder of a Russian de- 
puty, shot dead at his home, 
raised a storm in Russia’s par- 
liament Wednesday, with allies 
insisting he had been the victim 
of a political assassination. 

Andrei Azderdzis, a mem- 
ber of die centrist New Re- 
gional Policy (NRP) group, 
was gunned down on die strair- 
well of his home at Khimki, a 
suburb of Moscow on Tuesday 
eveninng. 

The killing of Mr. Azderd- 
* zis, 35, raised fears members of 
parliament might now become 
targets for the first time after a 
succession of killings of bank- 
ers and businessmen. 

Mr.Azderdzis had also been 
chakman of the private MDK 
Bank, but left the post after 
being elected to the State 
Drama lower chamber in De- 
cember. 

“Judging from first reports it 
is dear that tins was a contract 
kUSng and, in our view, it was 
a political tiUmg,” Vladimir 
Medvedev, a member of the 
NRP, tokl parliament 

Whether the kflUng itself 
was politically-motivated or 
the settling of an old score in 
Russia’s increasingly violent 
business world, its victim was a 
politician. The effect on the 
mood of the Duma was drama- 
tic. 

Deputies demanded that In- 
terior Minister Viktor Yerin, 
who has repeatedly pledged to 
crack down on mafia-style 
organised crime, appear in par- 
liament to comment on the 
killing. 

Several dozen set off for the 
victim’s home to pay homage 
at the site of the attack. 

Ultra-nationalist Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky demanded the in- 
terior minister's resignation. 

“Pass on to the President 
(Boris Yeltsin), my acceptance 
of the position of Interim: 
Minister,” he commented, sar- 
castically. 



Rescue workers search for victims in the debris of the crashed China Airlines Airbus A3f0 at 
Nagoya Airport (AFP photo) 


3 boys among 9 survivors in Japan crash 


NAGOYA, Japan (R) — 
Three little boys were among 
the nine passengers who 
miraculously survived the crash 
of a China Airlines plane in 
this Central Japanese city on 
Tuesday night, the crash lnQed 
262 people. 

Airport officials said 
Wednesday that all time survi- 
vors were in either serious or 
critical condition. 

The Airbus A300-600R ex- 
ploded into small, mangled 
pieces on impact at Nagoya 
Airport. 

The airport was reopened at 
5:30 p.m. (0830 GMT) on 
Wednesday, 21 hours after the 
crash. 


“AH nine survivors are in 
serious condition,” said 
Saburo Hara, deputy head of 
the Transport Ministry’s 
Nagoya Airport Office. “We 
can’t ask them about details of 
the plane crash,” he said. 

One three-year-old Filipino 
boy, identified as Hiroyoshi 
Villanueva, was unconscious in 
critical condition and was 
undergoing emergency surgery 
at a local hospital. 


Japanese brothers Yuji 
Nakayama, six, and his 
brother, Seiji, three, were in 
serious condition. 

“Papa, papa,” Seiji cried out 
when his father came to iden- 
tify them, hospital staff said. 

Kyodo News Agency said 
their mother, Daisy 
Nakayama, a Fflipina, and an 
unde. Kazoo Doi, who were 
returning with the boys from 
Manila where they had 
attended Mrs. Nakayama’s sis- 
ter’s wedding, both died. 


“It was nothing but a mira- 
cle,” said firefighter Sadashige 
Kikuyama, who pulled out of 
the boys from amid the burn- 
ing wreckage and dozens of 
charred, mangled bodies. 

“He was caught under the 
plane’s tires,” Kikuyama said. 
“I just happened to hear this 
faint call of a boy saying 
‘mama, mama. It hurts.’” Mr. 
Kikuyama and his colleagues 
removed the huge tire and 
rushed the boy to safety. 

The other survivors included 
Noriyasu Shirai, 31, a 
Japanese, Sylanie Betomo, 22, 
a FHipina, and two Taiwan 
men, Yang Shih-Wei, 33, and 
Cbu Wen-Ching, 41. All but 
Chu were in critical condition, 
hospital officials said. 

There were also two adult 
females of unknown national- 
ity who were in critical condi- 
tion, hospital officials said. 

Kyodo said one of them was 
Marian Hasebe, 34, of 
Nagoya, who appeared to be a 
non-Japanese Asian woman. 

Famili es of the dead were 
taken to a makeshift morgue to 
identify the bodies. The bodies 
were m an air force hangar 
opposite the runway. 

By late afternoon, only 69 of 
tiie dead were identified by 
either the families or by their 
passports or other belongings. 

Relatives from Taiwan and 
the Philippines had not arrived 
by late afternoon Wednesday. 

“If s very difficult to identify 
the bodies,” said a police 
spokesman at the make-shift 
morgue. “Only a few of the 
bodies are unscratched. Most 
of them suffered from severe 
fractures or bad burns.” 


Kiminori Ishizuka, 71, said 
he was among a few who man- 
aged to identify a victim, his 
el des t daughter, Chizuko Fu- 
jita, 50. 

“My daughter's face was un- 
scarred although those of many 
other passengers were badly 
burned,” Ishizuka said. ‘'She 
only had a scratch near her 
mouth.” 

“My first reaction (after 
news of the crash) was to hope 
that my daughter was still 
alive,” he said, and then burst 
into tears. 


Police were calling in de- 
ntists and forensic experts to 
help families to identify their 
kin. 

Meanwhile, Transport 
Ministry investigators were 
starting their probe into the 
worst aircraft accident in Japan 
in nine years. 

Hie 11-member team led by 
Manabn Matsomoto, chairman 
of tiie Aircraft Accident Inves- 
tigation Committee, would 
start analysing the cockpit 
voice and flight-data recorders, 
which were retrieved from tiie 
wreck Tuesday. 

Committee officials said it 
would be at least 10 days be- 
fore Mr. Matsumoto’s team 
would release an preliminary 
report. 

Mr. Matsumoto’s predeces- 
sor, Hiroshi Fujiwaxa, said the 
probe would probably focus on 
why die plane stalled aftetf 
aborting a landing attempt. 

Nagoya Police raided the 
offices of China Airlines and 
confiscated documents to in- 
vestigate the possibility of pro- 
fessional 


Heavy fighting erupts in Rwanda capital 


NAIROBI (R) — Mortar and 
rocket fire boomed out across 
Rwanda’s capital Kigali, shat- 
tering a unilateral ceasefire de- 
clared by rebels, a senior Un- 
ited Nations official said 
Wednesday. 

“IPs broken down almost 
completely. There has been 
heavy shelling,” Abdul Kabia, 
executive director of tiie U.N. 
Assistance Mission in Rwanda 
(UN AMIR) told Reuters by 
telephone. 

Mass killings of opposition 
party supporters from the 
majority Hutu tribe and Tutsis 
by government soldiers and 
militia youths appeared to be 
continuing unabated. 

The army and the militia are 
loyalists of slain Hum Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana, 
killed in a rocket attack on his 
plane on April 6. The rebel 
movement ts dominated by 
Tutsis. 

“We hear of fresh massacres 
every single day,” said one 
foreign aid worker who asked 
not to be named. 

A unilateral ceasefire was 
declared by the rebel Rwanda 


Patriotic Front (RPF) at mid- 
night Monday. Guerrilla lead- 
ers said they had come under 
bombardment by Tuesday 
afternoon. 

Mr. Kabia said the airport 
east of the dty, under the 
control of gov e r nm ent forces, 
came under heavy mortar 
attack late Tuesday, prevent- 
ing a U.N. plane from landing. 

UNAMIR complained to 
the rebels, who explained gov- 
ernment forces had moved 


their big guns onto the airfield. 

“This was later confirmed 
and the U.N. has asked the 
government to remove their 
guns, which they agreed to 
do,” said Mr. Kabia. 

Both the U.N. and the RPF 
have proposed making the air- 
port neutral, but the govern- 
ment has so far refused, U.N. 
officials said. The RPF shelled 
the airport Monday as three 
government helicopter 
gunships took off. 

The shelling in Kigali kept 
up overnight and became spor- 
adic after 9:00 a.m. local rime 
(0700 GMT) Wednesday, Mr. 
Kabia said. 


One missile slammed into a 
tennis court 15 metres from 
UNAMIR’s headquarters. 

Mr. ' Kabia said UNAMIR 
commander Brigadier-General 
Romeo Dallaire would try to 
meet military chief of staff 
Augustin Bizunungu and RPF 
officers .to propose a mutual 
halt to fighting following the 
breakdown of the rebels’ ceas- 
efire. The government side 
offered its own ceasefire in a 
document signed in Zaire Sun- 
day. 

Some aid workers said they 
were optimistic senior govern- 
ment commanders were tired 
of die lolling. “There is the 
feeling that things have got out 
of hand,” said one aid worker. 

On Tuesday RPF Secretary- 
General Tbeogene Rudasing- 
wa challenged the world com- 


munity to see if government 
forces would stop me killings. 


He said the RPF refused to 
negotiate with the government 
which declared itself in charge 
in the aftermath of Mr. 
Habyarimana's death and pre- 
dicted a fight to the bitter end. 


Thousands pay tribute to Nixon before burial 


YORBA LINDA. Calif. (R) 
— Thousands of mourners 
filed past former President 
Richard Nixon's coffin 
Wednesday, paying their last 
respects before the burial of 
one of America's most con- 
troversial presidents. 

The Nixon Library and 
birthplace in the small (Califor- 
nia town of Yorba Linda was 
open throughout the night for 
mourners to walk by Mr. Nix- 
on’s body, which lay in state in 
aflag-drapped coffin before his 
funeral, which was to be 
attended by President Bill 
Clinton and other dignitaries. 

Mr. Nixon was to be buried 
next to his wife, Pat, in the 
grounds of the Nixon Library, 
close to the modest white- 
painted house where he was 
bom 81 years ago. 

Mr. Clinton has declared 
Wednesday a national day of 
mourning and ordered ail 
federal offices closed for the 
day. 

The body of the 37ih presi- 
dent. who died in New York 
last Friday after a stroke, was 
flown back to California Tues- 
day abroad a Boeing 707 he 
used to fly in as president. 


Mr. Nixon's daughters, Julie 
Nixon Eisenhower and Tricia 
Nixon Cox, accompanied the 
body on his final homecoming 
to staunchly Republican 
Orange County. 

Officials said that, by late 
Tuesday night, about 10,000 
people had viewed the casket 
— despite torrential rain dur- 
ing the day — with another 
5,000 to 6,QQQ people waiting 
outside in a line that stretched 
for several blocks. 

Mourners faced waits of up 
to eight hours in the line, and, 
according to television reports, 
police were now asking people 
to stay home. 


his Watergate involvement, 
but what is, is, and I still feel 
like he was a good president." 
said Linda Ebert, 49. who 
lined up to view the ex- 
president's coffin. 

Many mourners said they 
felt more attention should be 
paid to Mr. Nixon's successes 
in thawing relations with China 
and the Soviet Union and less 
to Watergate, the scandal over 
the Burglary of Democratic 
National Headquarters and the 
later coverup which forced Mr. 
Nixon's resignation in August 
1974. 

Among the crowd was Fred Sav- 
age, 18, star of television’s 


Minister Alexander Shokhin. 
Chinese Vice Premier Zou 
Jiahua. former British Prime 
Minister Edward Heath, 
Japan's Former Prime Minister 
Morihiro Hosokawa and 
Israel s former President 
Chaim Herzog. 

Among the controversial 
Nixon era officials to attend 
are former Vice President 
?g£° Agnew, who resigned in 
1973 after pleading no-contest 

tO tax evasion j 


It was a remarkable display 
of respect for a man who work- 
ed his way up from congress- 
man, senator, vice-president to 
the highest office in tiie land, 
only to become the only U.S. 
president to resign because of 
the Watergate scandal. 

In recent years, Mr. Nixon 
transformed himself into an 
elder statesman whose views 
on foreign affairs were listened 
to by later presidents, includ- 
ing Mr- Clinton. 

"I have reservations about 


l^ie Golden Years, who came 
from Los Angeles with a friend 


to pay respects even though he 


wasn't even bom when Nixon 
resigned. 

"I just wanted to come and 
pay my respects to a man who 
dedicated 40 years of his life to 
public service.** said Savage. 

About 2,000 guests have 
been invited to the funeral, 
including Mr. Clinton and all 
four living ex-presidents. 

Foreign dignitaries from 55 
countries are expected, includ- 
ing Russian Deputy Prime 


nv-wumesL 

™K'on charges, and 
Uiartes Colson, Mr. Nixon's 
former special counsel who 
was convicted of obstructing 

S. in the Water * at ' 

w Eu j$g»« will be delivered bv 
former Secretary 
Henry Kissinger, SeU- 
Leader Robert 

Pete W^ ,,f0rnia Govemor 


inu n8 A* h r funeral serv >ce, 
r l U.S. Air Force G-16 fishier 
jets wtll honour Nixon wfh a 
traditional military "missing 
m *n formation fly-over. B 
P ,an ? will trail the 

ri™ rr nd K P " 1 ° Ut ° f f0rma - 
tion, climbing vertically out of 

sight to signify” missing man.” 


48 years old and a<- 
great-grandfather 


PLZEN, Czech Republic 
(jsJr?) — Koloman Gazi, a 

' » a •!%«* UMCtP 


i f * 

resident of this western Czech 
town has set a world recordby 
becoming a great-grandfetbpr 
at the age of 48, according'to 
the regional daily PlzcnskyDe- 
nik. The newspaper said G& 
had his first child at the agtfuf 
15 , who herself became 
mother at the age of 15. tfa- 
son, Stefan, waited a little ba- 
ger than his mother and grand- 
father and recently had»a 
daughter, Miluska, at the a$e 
of 18. According to the Guin- 
ness Book of Records, the 
world record for becoming a 
great-grandfather is held by a 
53-year-old Bulgarian, but 

Gazi has appearently beaten 
him to it. 


Revival of My Fair 
Lady to close 


Miss Romania 
misses plane, 
VIP treatment 


•MANILA (AP) — A dis- 
heveled Miss Romania lost out 
on VIP treatment when she 
arrived at the Manila airport 
.after missing her flight from 
Bangkok. Michaela Ciolacu,. 
who arrived two hours later 
than expected, dragged her 
own bags and queued at the 
customs area after the escorts 
assigned to meet her left when 
she did not appear on tiie 
scheduled flight. “She was 
pulling two pieces of wheeled 
luggage” an airport officer 
said. “On one arm she had a 
Bmp lei and a passport. It was 1 
too late when we found out she 
was a contestant.” Miss Qola- 
cu seemed the worse for wear. 
When reporters asked if she 
had a boyfriend, she snapped: 
“Men are just trouble.” 


They’ll be on 
their toes in 
San Franciso 
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SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
The dance world will be 
pirouetting around San Fran- 
cisco next spring when the ci- 
ty’s ballet company will host a 
festival in honour of the 50th 
anniversary of the signing of. 
the United Nation* charter. 
The Bolshoi Ballet, the Kirov 
Ballet, the Shanghai Ballet, 
Ballet Nacional De Cuba, 
Rambert Ballet of Great Bri- 
tain, the National Ballet erf 
Cmacas, the Dutch National 
Ballet and the Australian Bal- 
let have all indicated an- in- 
terest in attending the six-day 
festival May 9-14, 1995, said 
San Francisco Ballet artistic 
?j Helgi Tomasson. The 
U.N. charter was signed in San 
Francisco in 1945, and numer- 
ous events, including "united 
we dance, an international fes- 
tival, are planned to com- 
memorate the anniversary. 


Brewer taps help 
In Dutch draught 
drought 


AMSTERDAM (R).— 
Heme ken, the world’s second 
largest brewer, issued an ur- 
gent appeal for deliveries from 
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its brewenes across Europe as 
? V* main Dutch plants 
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It was tapping its non-Dutch 
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NEW YORK (R) — Just over ^ 
two weeks after actor Michael 
Moriarty stepped in to replace 
Richard Chamberlain as Pro- 
fessor Henry Higgins in ihe bh 
revival of My Fair Lady, the 
producers posted a closing 
notice Tuesday evening. The 
revival, which opened on 
Broadway to rave reviews- m - 
December, will dose SiiiKmy. 
Business at the box office 
dropped dramatically after 
Moriarty took over the .role of 
the language-loving Heufy 
Higgins from Richard Cham- 
berlain. Variety reported this . 
week the show sold only 59 per 
cent of its capacity last week. 
Chamberlain, who is known 
best for his role as the suave 
but kindly Dr. Kildare in tiie 
hit TV series of the same 
name, was m My Fair Lady 
from the beginning, wheu-it 
opened last April. He touted 
throughout the country whtfe 
the musical often broke box 
office records. The slibw 
opened in New York in De- 
cember. At the time, producer 
Barry Weissler told Reuten he 
expected it would recoup .its 
total investment within a mat- 
ter of several weeks. But when 
Moriarty took over after .. 
Chamberlain's contract ended, 0 
business slumped. 
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news in brie f 

Graf wins rock libel 

HAMBURG, Germany fAFPt c , „ _ 
marks ($35300) in^aees^dnZnf^ ^ WQn 60,000 
libelled her in a htmd «*° 

claimed the snno k«. i ? Angefahreqen Scbtilirind^r 


money-making. The son p crude 

make love to Steffi Graf ? t yrics: want to 

times before.” ** « a thousand 

charity. wyer said the money would go to 

Decision nullifies Bayern win 

2^SsS T &2SKt^ -H arare decision, Ger- 
win by le^d2^ B a n vI^S ay 1251 weekend’s 2-3 

ordered JP 8 "* Nuremberg and 

Saturday, w fi£ SffrffeS P^yed 

race referee SbZtaSj? 1 ^ German y s first-division title 

? W> W for 

Sal™ to *i5 B ^f lto . * e goal- Each team scorcdone 

SiSTiS?" 

SwwSf tte TV 1 HJl 011 " ° f tesfimon^d^ 

revrewot m e TV film footage, soccer federation judge Karl 

that the results of the game wire nS 
and void and that the game must be replay^? 

Boxer fights for life 

ro ^ ngli ? boxer Bradley Stone was fighting 
SJ?^ here Wednescky after collapsing foltowii* to 
defeat m a British super-bantamweight tide bout To«day 

■ Said by a t s P° k “™“ at the Royal LondoP 
Hogtal to be in a critical condition, after collapsing at to 
■girlfriends home following his loss to RichieWraton. The 
figit was stopped in the 10th round, when Stone toe* a heavy 
left-hook followed by four more clean shots to the chin. It was 
to second stoppage defeat in 53 days after an 18-fight 
unbeaten record. 

Germany stays atop World Cup poll 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — Germany maintain^ the top 
spot for the 17th consecutive week in the sprint soccer poll, a 
weekly ranking of the top 10 national teams as voted on by an 
international panel of soccer journalists, poll organisers said 
Tuesday. Despite losing a few first place votes, Germany 
garnered 33 of 41 top votes for a total of 402 points. Brazil, 
winch received the other eight first-place votes, stayed in 
second with 376 points, the Netherlands held on to third with 
260 points. Argentina placed fourth with 238 points, only 2 
points ahead of fifth-place Italy. Colombia, which was fourth 
last week, fell to sixth with 198 points. Rounding out the top 
10 were Norway with 111 points; Nigeria, 107; Belgium, 99. 
and Spain, 93. 

NBA sets attendance record 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Nearly 18 million people attended 
National Basketball Association (NBA) games, setting a 
record for the ninth time in 11 years, the league announced 
Monday.' Attendance increased 1.68 per cent to 17,984,014* 
from the prior mark of 17,778395 set last season. Average 
attendance was 16346, breaking the old mark of 16,060 set 
last season. With an average arena capacity of 17,954 per 
game, NBA teams played to an average of 903 per cent 
capacity. 

Wimbledon prize money increase by 12% 

LONDON (R) — World number one Pete Sampras will earn 
£345,000 ($517300) if he retains his Wimbledon men’s singles 
title *tii? year following a 12 per cent rise in overall prize 
money. Sampras collected £305,000 (S457300) for beat ing 
feDow-American Jim Courier in last year’s fin al. Australian 
Rod Laver won just £2,000, worth $3300 in today’s money. 
After capturing the first open Wimbledon tide in 1968. Prize 
money for the women’s title increases from £275,000 
($412300) to $310,000 ($465,000) while overall prize money 
Km £$48,450 ($7372,675) to £5.682 170 (^355). ^ 
England Club Chairman John Cuny said Wednesday he had 
no trouble defending the increases. “This is for the best 
players in the world," he said. "The performances the players 
give are fantastic over a number of rounds. It 's an jtntcraanon- 
aj tournament and we have to be comparable. 


goren bridge 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

c 19M Tr.ttrfh! MHil * 


JUST A SMALL SWING 


. Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

♦ AQ 10 8632 
'742 

5 3 

♦ Q 

WEST EAST 

♦ J 9 6 4 * Void 

'Vac Q 20 9 3 

' 'Q 9 8 4 A J 10 7 6 2 

*97 * 1052 

SOUTH 
*K7 

A J 5 

+AKJ8043 

The bidding: .. ... 

West North East South 

Pass Pass Pa® 3 - i 

Pass Pass Pas® 

"Opening lead: Four of 
Bridge players make mistakes. 
GwatWdge players make W» J* J- 
but sometimes escape wtawwb 
scathed This hand was played ® 
than 40 years ago in the Lun-pean 
Bridge Championship match ma- 
turing Great Britain ana»uo^- 

When the British held the North- 

South cards. South elected to open 
three no trump, a dubious choice 
even though partner had a..---, 
passed. We feel that the South na 
has. too much slam potential 
such stultifying action. . 

It turned out that Soutns deed 


^ohilAPELPHIA 

tom fr jerry 

The Movie 

1 1 -nn 12:30. 3:30, 

performances: 

“White Palace : 
at 8:30 - 10:30 p.m- 


was doubly unfortunate. With 
North as declarer three no map 
would have a chance, untoa K*« 
found the unlikely lead of the aee of 
diamonds— on any other lead. 13 
Locks would be there for the taking. 
With West firing the opening salvo, 
the diamond attack was ruinous. 
East rose with the ace and the de- 
fenders took the first six tricks. 

In the other room, the Italian 
North-South pair bid accurately to 
six spades. East led theaceofeha- 
monds and West signaled wtb the 
eight. Now there are those who read 
suit preference into every card part- 
ner plays. Those Easts would shift 
w a heart and dearer would wrap 
up 12 tricks in doufate-quick u» 
The king of spades would nr^the 
4-0 split, declarer would draw 

tump^ith the help of lie narked 

finesse for the jack, then run the 

CU FortunaieI>\ the British JJJJ 

mnre level-beaded than that. East 
K that West had to have at east 
one card higher than ,**«*£“ 
rather than a suit-preference *®a I- 
West was simply enrommgDJ . A* 
mend continuation. Dummy was 
Sraed to niff the second diamond 

Ste&T&S 


Tel: 634144 I Cinema 


Holyfield’s heart fails him Inter defeats Salzburg 1-0 in 
S r£SH5i first leg of UEFA Cup final;: 


ATLANTA (AP) — Even be- 
fore he knocked out Buster 
Douglas for the heavyweight 
tide almost four years ago, 
Evander Holyfield knew some- 
thing was wrong with his body. 

On Tuesday, four days after 
losing his title to Michael 
Moorer on a 12-round deci- 
sion, Holyfield, 3L, was di- 
agnosed with a heart condi- 
tion, forcing to retirement. 

Hoiyfields personal physi- 
cian, Ronald Stephens, said 
the condition was manifested 
by severe fatigue and was di- 
agnosed after the fight Friday 
night in Las Vegas. It is not life 
threatening. 

“It was not like he was sit- 
ting on a time bomb,** said 
cardiologist Douglas Morris. 
"His heart was not functioning 
at its maximum level. We did 
not look at this that to fife was 
imperiled at any time.” 

Stephens, speaking ax a news 
conference at Crawford Long 
Hospital, said Holyfield’s con- 
dition is under control and he. 
could lead a normal life if be* 
follows a less strenuous lifes- 
tyle, meaning no more boxing. 

“When Dr. Stephens told 
me, it was an easy decision,” 
said Holyfield, wearing a black 
warmup suit mid slippers after 
w alkin g slowly, with the aid of 
a nurse, to the podium. “I'm 
going to miss boxmg a lot, but I. 
believe God put boxing m my 
life for a reason. I had a lot of 
love for it and it made a better 
life for me and my family." 

Stephens said the condition, 
diagnosed as a non-com pliant 
left ventricle or "stiff heart,” 
prevented sufficient oxygen 
from being pumped to muscles 
and tissues. 

The left ventride is one of 
four chambers of the bean and 
one of two ventricles. It is 
responsible for pumping blood 
out of the heart to the body. 
The right ventricle pumps 
blood to the lungs. 

Stephens said that after the 
fight Holyfield, who lost for 
only the second time in 32 
fights, was immediately taken 
to a Las Vegas hospital to neat 
a kidney condition caused by 
dehydration and strenuous ex- 
ercise. He was given massive 
amounts of fluid, but his heart 
was not able to handle the fluid 

hnilrf-iip- ■ rr,,, \ 

. "That’s when we realised he 
had a cardiac. condition,” said 
Stephens, chief of general 
surgery at Crawford Long Hos- 
pital. Holyfield returned to 
Atlanta Sunday night and was 
admitted to the hospital. He 
will undergo one more cardiac 
test before being released. 

Stephens said the cause of 
Holyfield's condition is un- 
known so far, but it was not 
caused by fighting. 

The condition was man- 
ifested by severe fatigue. 
Stephens said. "In retrospect, 
we realise he has noticed prog- 
ressive fatigue over the past 
couple of years.” 

Holyfield said be first real- 
ised be was starting to get 
fatigued during training for the 
Oct. 25, 1990, fight with Doug- 
las. Before that, he said, he 
was able to train for horns and 
then go oat "dancing all 
night.” 

“But for the Douglas fight, I 
started to get sick and would 
complain to my handlers. They 
called me a crybaby,” Holy- 
field said. "I then knocked out 
Douglas and everybody was 
happy." 

His next fight was against 
George Foreman April 19, 
1991. 

He said it was the same 
scenario in winning title de- 
fences in November 1991 
against Bert Cooper and in 
June 1992 against Larry 
Holmes. 



Heavyweight boxer Michael Moorer (R), who took the WBA 
arid 1BF heavyweight titles away from Evander Holyfield (L) in 
their Las Vegas Qght, backs Holyfield into tbe corner during 
die fifth round (AFP photo) 

Champ Moorer in no 
hurry to fight again 


NEW YORK (AP) — After 
winning the heavyweight 
championship last week, 
Michael Moorer is in no hurry 
to fight again. 

“It's still too early to think 
about that.” he said at a news 
conference Tuesday. “Give me 
about two months." 

Moorer, who captured tbe 
IBF and WBA titles Friday 
night with a 12-round decision 
over Evander Holyfield, said 
unifying the heavyweight 
championship is not a top 
priority. Lennox Lewis is re- 
cognised as champion by the 
WBC, boxing's other major 
sanctioning organisation. 

"I don’t have a burning de- 
sire to fight Lews said Moor- 
er, the first left-handed 
heavyweight champion in his- 
tory. "I don’t have a burning 
desire to fight anyone.” , 

If Moorer decides to fight 
Lewis, they will not meet until 
November or December be- 
cause Lewis already has bouts . 
scheduled against Phil Jackson 
and Oliver McCall. Another 
possible opponent is former 
champion Riddick Bo we. 

“Michael could fight Lewis. 
Bowe or anybody in the top 
10.” said Moorer’s manager, 
John Davimos. "We haven’t 
made any decisions yet. We’re 
not even sure how many more 
fights he'll have this year. It 


could be one or two.” 

Holyfield will not have any 
more fights. He announced his 
retirement Tuesday after being 
diagnosed with a congenital 
heart condition. 

"I feel for ban," said Moor- 
er. who was knocked down by 
Holyfield in the second round. 
“I’m glad nothing serious hap- 
pened to him.” 

Moorer, a man of mercurial 
moods, opened the news con- 
ference with a falsetto-voice 
Michael Jackson imitation. But 
his voice deepened when he 
posed for photographers with 
.the IBF and WBA belts. 

“I’m the man now,” he proc- 
laimed. ‘“Yes I am.” 

Moorer said winning the title 
will not change his outspoken 
personality. 

"When I want to say some- 
thing, I’ll say it. I won't hold 
back,” he said.^ 

Although one* of the three 
judges . scored the Holyfield 
fight even and another had 
Moorer winning by only one 
point, the new champion said 
he had no doubt about the 
outcome. 

"Everybody thought it was 
going to be slugfest, but I 
outboxed him,” said Moorer. 
who landed almost twice as 
many punches as Holyfield. “I 
beat him at his own game.” 


VIENNA, Austria (AP) — 
Italian international Nicola 
Bern scored in the 35th minute 
on a precise rfiagou! shot to 
give Internationale of Milan a 
1-0 victory on (he road against 
Salzburg in the first-leg of tbe 
UEFA Cup final Tuesday 
night. 

Tbe Austrian team allowed 
its first goal in six UEFA Cup 
tournament home matches on 
a rare attack by the visitors. 

Salzburg, an unheralded 
finalist in the European com- 
petition that Inter won in 1991 . 
controlled play for long 
periods but did not produce 
dear scoring opportunities. 

Inter’s defence appeared in 
trouble only in the first 10 
minutes when forward Martin 
Amerhauser twice kicked the 
hall past the bar from 1C 
metres. 

The Milan team withstood 
the steady attacks of Salzburg 
although playing with only 1U 
players for most of the second 
half following the expulsion oi 
midfielder Alessandro Bian- 
chi. 

Btanchi was sent off the field 
by Danish referee Kim Nielsen 
in the 48th minute after being 
cautioned twice for rough play. 

Holdworth’s 
hat-trick 
sinks Oldham 

LONDON | AFP) — A Dean 
Holdswoith hat-trick in 24 mi- 
nutes plunged Oldham Athle- 
tic into deeper premiership re- 
legation trouble at Sclhursi 
Park here Tuesday night. 

Holdswoith took his tally for 
the season to 22 goals as the 
Dons showed no mercy to Joe 
Royle's struggling team. 

The breakthrough came in 
the 31st minute when Warren 
Barton's corner was nodded 
into the box by Gary Elkins, 
and Holdswoith escaped his 
marker to score. 

Two minutes into the 
second-half another Barton 
corner was nodded down by 
Earle, and Hoidworth got in 
front of Gerrard to finish. . 

Twelve minutes later Hold- 
sworth raced on to substitute 
Andy Clarke's through ball, 
and rifled home 

Oldham still have games in 
hand over their relegation riv- 
als but Saturday's home game 
against Sheffield Wednesday 
now takes on critical import- 
ance. 


Bern, who returned to ac- 
tion last month after recover- 
ing from a bad knee injury, 
scored the winning goal on 
Inter's first offensive action. 

Uruguayan forward Ruben 
Sosa fed Berti on a free kick. 
The Italian midfielder, who is 
likely to be included on the 
Italian World Cup team, con- 
trolled the ball six metres from 
the Austrian net and scored 
with a right drive from an 
angled position before Thomas 
Winklhofer could carry thr 
tackle. 

Inter’s surprise goal dishear- 
tened a sellout crowd of 50.000 
hoping that Salzburg might be- 
come the first Austrian team to 
win a European soccer title. 

In the 45th minute, the visi- 
tors had another clear oppor- 
tunity. Sosa, left unmarked on 
Ihc edge of the penalty area, 
got the ball from his ' Dutch 
teammate Wim Jonk and ex- 
ploded a powerful left kick. 
The ball hit the bar and 
bounced back into the field. 

Following Bianchi's expul- 
sion, Inter concentrated on de- 
fence and Dutch forward De- 
nnis Bergkamp was forced to 
play back. 


While Salzburg pressed the' 1 
attack without causing serious 
threats to goalie Walter Zen-- 
ga. Jonk had the best second*-- " 
half chance in the 80th. * ' * 

His diagonal shot went past ■ 
the post by a few centimetres. 

Salzburg's key players 
Hcimo Pfcifcnbcrgcr and Her-’ • 
mann Siadler received theif ' * 
second yellow card in the- ' 
tournament for rough play and • 
will be automatically so*-’ ■ 
pended for the second-leg find 
at Milan’s San Siro Stadium- ‘ 
May 11. 

Jonk. on his first caution tfl*'- 
the tournament, will scan in-' 
the Milan final. Inter can be- * 
come the fifth Italian team m 
six years to win the UEFA'i 
Cup'. 

Sosa, one of tbe best players' ■ 
on Inter’s lineup along with ■ 
Berti, said he was certain of- ■ 
another victory tn the second- 
leg final. 

“Our fans will give us ah - 
extra kick for winning the cup- 
and salvaging our season.” 
Sosa said. 

Inter is at the bottom of the; 
Italian league and needs *Z 
draw in Sunday’s last match of 
the campaign, against Atalan-. 
ta. to Slav in the first division'. - 


Agassi and Connors 
advance in Atlanta 


ATLANTA (R) — Third seed 
Andre Agassi recorded his first 
day court victory of the year 
Tuesday when he beat Spain's 
Francisco Clavet in the first 
round of the $300,000 ATT 
Challenge. 

Agassi, who fell to Yevgeny 
Kzfeiinikiw in his 1994 clay 
court debut m the first round at 
Monte Carlo last week, turned 
back Clavet 6-3 6-3 to advance. 

Forty one-year-old Jimmy 
Connors, notonly the oldest 
but the lowest ranked player in 
the tournament at 1 .047 rallied 
in each set to beat American 
qualifier Doug Flach 7-5 64. 

The win was Connors' first 
on the tour since February 
1993. 

Top seed Michael Chang 
easily defeated fellow Amer- 
ican qualifier Robbie Weiss 64 
6-1, but both of last year’s 
finalists were knocked out 
Tuesday. 

Defending champion Jacco 
Eltingb of the Netherlands fell 
to American Richey Renebcrg 
2-6 62 6-0 and 1993 runner-up 
Bryan Shelton was ousted by 


fellow American Wade'. 
McGuire 4-6 63 6-4. 

Agassi never lost serve*' 
against the steady Clavet, but- ‘ 
the 20th-rankcd American was. • 
challenged by the 97th-rankedN 
Spaniard's drop shots in the*, 
second set and had to fight off* * 

i break points in three scr- 1 
vice games. >. 

“It was a good oaidi for me 
to play,” Agassi said. “I got a-* 
good solid match with a gay who’ * 
made me hit a lot of balls. ’V . 

Agassi is honing his day-' 
game in preparation for the-' 
French Open. 

Connors crailedi Flach 5-2 its- 
the first set and fought off a set 
point before winning five- 
games in a row to take the scr: 
7-5 when Flach double-faulted-*.' 
The crafty veteran also fought* • 
back in the second set after, 
dropping serve early. 

Another former world num-*- 
her one who has played spov- - 
atically in recent years also*, 
advanced to the second round. 

Mats Wilander survived a-’ 
shaky middle set to beat South ■ 
African Grant Stafford 


Favourites abound in NBA playoffs 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Several top National Basket- 
ball Association (NBA) play- 
ers are confident Thursday’s 
league playoff openers signal 
the stan of their club's march 
to a championship. 

Trouble is. the crown fits 
only one team. 

"This is our year. Quote 
me.” New York Centre Patrick 
Ewing said. "It’s otir turn to 
get to that light at the end of 
the tunnel. Chicago had to 
fight to get where they are. 
Now it’s out turn.” 

Chicago beat the K nicks in 
the semi-finals last year on the 
way to a third straight NBA 
title. Even with Michael Jor- 
dan retired, the Bulls (55-27) 
are confident they will repeat. 

"We are still the champions, 
you know." Chicago's Scottie 
Pippen said. "1 feel we are 
(able to win again) because of 
our experience. The main 
thing is we’ve been there be- 


fore. We know what the feel- 
ing is like and what cronch 
time is like in the playoffs." 

Seattle (63-19) finished with 
the league's best regular- 
season record and the Super- 
son ics enjoy their top-seed sta- 
tus. 

"We aren't backing away 
from being the favourite. We 
earned it,” Sonics' coach 
George Karl said. "This is fun. 
We are ready and I like our 
chances." 

Karl expects teams to play at 
a slow tempo against Seattle. 

"Some teams are like Viet- 
nam," he said. "The only way 
they can win is to slow it down. 
We’re America. We have a 
nuclear bomb. If we have a 
burst, with our running game 
and defence, it’s all over." 

The Atlanta Hawks have not 
won a playoff series since 1988, 
but they matched the Knicks 
(57-25) with the best record in 
the Eastern Conference this 
season. 

“We can win it all.” Atlanta 


centre Jon Koncak said. "Ev- 
erybody is going to make that 
statement. We just have to go 
out and do it." 

And there is always a com- 
ment from Phoenix's Charles 
Barkley, whose Suns (5626) 
made the finals a year ago. 

"When I am healthy and 
playing, we’re the best team in 
the league. No question about 
it." Barkley said. 

After all the predictions, the 
one most likely to come true 
belongs to New York coach 
Pat Riley, who guided the Los 
Angeles Lakers to four NBA 
titles. 

"This is going to be the 
greatest playoffs ever." he 
said. “I don't think there is a 
team that cannot beat any 
other team.” 

Best-of-five opening round 
play begins Thursday with 
Miami at Atlanta. Indiana at 
Orlando, Denver at Seattle 
and Utah at San Antonio. Fri- 
day openers find Golden State 
at Phoenix. Portland at Hous- 


ton. New Jersey at New York 
and Cleveland at Chicago. 

The Bulls have eliminated 
the Cavaliers four of the past 
six years. Bui this year, Chica- 
go iost three of four meetings 
to Cleveland (47-35). 

"I don’t think there are any 
easy matchups for anybody.” 
Chicago coach Phil Jackson 
said. “We’re going to have our 
hands full. 1 will be surprised if 
there is not a first-round up- 
set.” 

Utah 153-29) swept five 
games with the Spun. 155-27). 
who boast NBA scoring cham- 
pion David Robinson and top 
rebounder Dennis Rodman. 
Utah has handled them well 
behind Olympians Karl 
Malone and John Stockton, 
the NBA assists leader. 

Seattle split four games 
against Denver (42-40). which 


was more successful than most! , 
against Seattle's fast-paced ba-„ 
lanced offence and tough (cam. i 
defence. 

“It’s a well structured de- * 
fence and when run properly* • 
it can disrupt any team." Seat-; 
tie’s Nale McMillan said. ’■* 
Orlando (50-32) and Indiana" 
(45-35) split four games, but" 
the Magic have something t<r 1 
prove in their first playoff 
appearance. * 

“People don’t think we're J 
for real, because we're a bunch*, 
of young guys,” Orlando’s., 
Shaquille O’Neal said. "We,! 
have beaten good teams. 
We’ve shown what we can do.'.*, , 
New York lost four of five, 
meetings to seventh seed New . 
Jersey (45-37). but Nets' coach-, . 
Chuck Daly knows the Knicks , 
will be ready in the playoffs. 


FOR RENT 

TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

1.3 bedrooms, salon, kitchen, 2 bathrooms, elevator, tele- 
phone, garage, very good furniture. 

2. 2 bedrooms, same as above. 

Location: Between Mecca Sheet & Seventh Circle. 

Please call 815211 - 826227 


QUEENS SALOON FOR LADIES 

Managed by hairdresser 


announces that it is receiving its customers all days of 
the week. 

Experts in the world of beauty 

Shmeisani, Rosary College Side Road, behind 
Wahbeh Tamari Kindergarten. 

For information please call tel. 676919 




50 % 



TENNIS , SQUASH RACQUETS, 
SHOES & SPORT WEARS 

WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP TEL:633379 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

• 

2 bedrooms, 1 salon, 1 dining room. 2 small rooms, - 
balcony, central heating, first floor, Jabal Webdeh. 1 
Available for one year only. Possibility to share the flat • 
with another lady. 

Please call 695150 or 642394 


J’aradise of 
Timeless c . Beauty . 


Wear our jewellery. 


Amra Hotel. 
Amman. 



The Indecent Women 

Shows 1230, 3:15. 5:00. 6:30. &30. 10:30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil A1 Mashinl Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 6251SS 

AHLAN THEATRE 

CONCORD ‘1’ ' 
A PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
MR. JONS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 

Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG" 

Directed by Ghassan Ai Mashira 

Soon 

The political comedy play: • 

“WHAT A PEACE I” 
(al Salam Ya Salam) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kuwait may speed up visas to boost economy 


KUWAIT (R) — Businessmen from outside the Golf may. 
soon be able to obtain short-stay visas on arrival at Kuwait 
airport or other border points under plans to cut red tape ant 
boost the economy, a newspaper reported on Wednesday. The 
proposal for a streamlined 72-hour visa procedure wfll bt 
considered by a government committee next week, the 
English-language Arab Times reported. The measure would 
help reactivate the stagnant non-oil economy and boon 
flagging business at local hotels. Citizens of fellow mate* 
belonging to the Gulf Cooperation Council — Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Oman. The United Arab Emirates and Bahrain — may 
enter without visas. But procedures for other visitors require' 
them to apply to Kuwaiti embassies abroad. They may board 
Kuwait-bound flights only after receiving confirmation the visa 
has been approved. 


Ex-Thai police chief charged in theft case 


BANGKOK (R) — Former national police chief Sawasdi 
Amo rn vi vat is among six senior police officers charged in the 
case of jewellery stolen from a palace in Riyadh, Interior 
Minister Chavalit Yongcfaaiyudh said on Wednesday. *1 
acknowledge the charge against police Gen. Sawasdi antS 
police legal adviser Lieutenant-General Sanong Wattanawar- 
angoon,” Mr. Chavalit told reporters, confirming newspaper 
reports. Mr. Sawasdi was transferred late last year to an 
inactive position as general inspector attached to die Interim” 
Ministry after being charged with lese majeste for allowing an 
article that may have insulted the queen to appear in a royal 
gazette. He was later pardoned for the crime, a serious one re 
Thailand. The six have been charged with embezzlement arid 
negligence of duty, current police chief Pratin Santiprapob 
said. 


Militants vow to kill Mubarak in revenge 


CAIRO (AFP) — The militant group AI Gamaa A1 Isiamiyah 
on Wednesday vowed to kill President Hosni Mubarak to 
avenge the death of its military leader. Police said they gunned 
down 32-year-old Talaat Yassin Hammam, head of the gropp's 
armed wing, and six other militants in a dawn raid Monday on 
his apartment in northeast Cairo (see page 2). In a statement 
sent to AFP, the Gamma warned Mr. Mubarak, saying: “Your 
head, as well as those of hundreds of torturers m the interior 
(ministry), will not be enough for our revenge.” It mocked foe 
government's effectiveness in fighting militants, saying Ham- 
mam used to plan his operations from a building located “a 
few metres from the general intelligence offices” in central 
Cairo. Hammam “dealt one blow after the other” to the 
regime, the statement said. 


U.S. aid to Egypt to retain nominal value 


CAIRO (R) — The United Stales is likely to maint a in the 
nominal value of its aid p rogramm e for Egypt for the 


nominal value of its aid p rogramm e for Egypt for die 
foreseeable future, even If Israel and all its naghbours make 
peace, a senior V.S. a id c rial said on Tu esday. The U.S. 
i civilian aid package. running at about S900 mil b on a year, it 
the larges: single component in Egypt's aid recepits- which 
• together are word: about S3 billion a year. Carol Lancaster, 
deputy administrator of the U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID), said: ‘Td be s urpri sed if we didn't 
have as aid relationship for a long time... with a country as 
large as Egypt and as strategic in the region.” In the past of 
course the aid and the support Egypt gave to the Camp David 
accords were linked... (but) there's no discussion of phasing it 
. out,” she told a news conference at the end of a visit to Egypt. 


Dud grenade thrown into Istanbul restaurant 


ISTANBUL (R) — An undentified man tossed a grenade; 
which failed to explode, into a crowded restaurant in central 
Istanbul on Wednesday, triggering panic, police said. Two 
Russian tourists suffered bruises as customers fled the Diana 
hotel restuarant in Laleli district The attacker escaped. These 
have been three previous bombings of tourist sites in Istanbul 
over the past five weeks. Two foreigners were killed and at 
least 15 people injured in a bomb attack on the covered hazaaf 
on April 2, carried out by suspected Kurdish rebels. 


3 Iranian soldiers killed in clashes 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Bandits lolled three soldiers and wound- 
ed five others in a dash in a major drug smuggling region of 
southern Iran, the paper Salam reported Wednesday. Sec uri ty 
forces seized one of the bandits' vehicles in Sunday's fighting 
in Kerman province dose to Baft, an area near die Pakistan 
border where there have been frequent such the 

paper said. Kerman and the neighbouring Sistan-Batuchestan 
province are key crossing points for traffickers smuggling 
drugs from Pakistan and Afghanistan onto die European and 
North American markets. 


17 Iraqis held in Kuwaiti waters— diplomats 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait detained 17 Iraqis found in 
possession of 22 vessels in die emirate's territorial waters on 
Tuesday, diplomats said on Wednesday. It was the font 
reported Iraqi incursion since November 1993 when h u ndred s 
of protesters twice crossed the land border to protest about a 
U.N. demarcation of tbe boundary. The 17 were being held 
for questioning following their arrest by coast guards in waters 
between Kuwati's Warba and Bubiyan islands, the dipl omat s 
said by telephone. The 17 were spotted by Kuwaiti ai r far e s 
planes on Monday and arrested on Tuesday in possession of 20 
wooden boats and two fibreglass boats. Their purpose was not 
known. 


Syria still buying Korean missiles— Israel 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Syria is still buying Scud missiles from 
North Korea, an Israeli general charged Wednesday, on the. 
eve of U.S. Secretary of State Warren Christopher’s arrival 


here. Mr. Christopher is due to carry a fresh Israeli peace offer 
to Syria on Saturday ahead of a resumption of bilateral peace 


talks in Washington in early May. “Syria is continuing to buy 
launchers and Scud missiles built in North Korea,” General 


Zeev Livne, Israel's civil defence chief, told Israel Radio. 

Abducted Sudan ambassador freed 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Somali gunmen released unharmed and 
without conditions Sudan's ambassador to Mogadishu follow- 
ing intervention by Somali faction leaders, diplomats said 
Wednesday. Tne ambassador. Abdul Bagi Mohammad Has- 
san was abducted in Mogadishu last week by four Somalis who 
said they were from the Hawadle clan. They demanded a 
ransom of SIOO.COO. Mr. Kassan was freed after Sudanese 
officials who wen: to Mogadishu last week requested some 
undisclosed Somali politicians to help speure his release, said a 
diplomat who asked not to be named. ’Die ambassador was “in 
need condition" and joked about having gained weight during 
his eight days in capativity. Several foreigners including a 
United Nations official, a Red Cross worker and employees of 
a catering firm have been kidnapped in the past two months 
amid a mounting wave of lawlessness as U.S. and other 
Western troops pulled out of the U.N. peacekeeping force in 
Somalia. Ail were freed after negotiations through clan elders. 


China may stage two nuclear tests 


LONDON (R) — China is likely to carry out two underground 
nuclear tests this year with the first expected towards the end 
of next month, according to a London think tank which 
monitors the tests. China is the only nuclear power stiU 
conducting tests. The other four — the United States, Russia, 


France and Britain — have all suspended them for time befog. 
Patricia Lewis, director of the Verification Technology In- 
formation Centre (VERTIC), said she believed the Chinese 
were hurrying to complete a programme of tests before an 
expected global ban is negotiated, possibly next vear. 
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Israel hopes Christopher can Gaza 


tempt Syria into peace deal Bastille 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Israel is counting on U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher to pressure Syria 
into a positive response to a 
peace offer he will pass on at 
die weekend, foreign ministry 
officials said Wednesday. 

But first the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
and Israel must wrap up an 
agreement in Cairo to launch 


autonomy in tbe Gaza Strip 
and Jericho, the officials said. 


and Jericho, the officials said. 

“We hope that during his 
stay in the region the negotia- 
tions on Gaza-Jericho will be 
completed successfully, '* a 
senior official said. 

‘ Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres amid travel to Cairo on 
Thursday and meet PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat as 
well as Mr. Christopher if a 
deal is dmebed. 

Mr. Christopher would fly 
on to Israel late in the day 
ready for talks Friday with 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

“Israel expects the secretary 
of state wfll then focus on 
Syria,” die official said. “He is 
coming to see Israel's propos- 
als and carry them on to 
Syria.” 

“He will act as a go-between 
to present Israeli proposals to 
Syria and then come back with 
the response. 

“Israel hopes that Christ- 
opher will be able to pot press- 
ure Qn the Syrians to moderate 
their position.” 

Mr. Christopher is expected 
to take Israeli position papers 


on the Golan to Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad on Satur- 
day. * 

Israel has thrown out a series 
of ever stronger signals to Syria 
in the run-up to Mr. Christ- 
opher's visit about foe t extent 
of withdrawal it is prepared to 
consider from the strategic 
plateau. 

Syrian media welcomed 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s offer last week to dis- 
mantle Jewish settlements on 
the Heights in return for 
peace, but urged him to turn 
his words into deeds. 

Chief Israeli negotiator Ita- 
mar Rabinovich, speaking on 
Israel Radio, called the Syrian 
media reaction “disappoint- 
ing.” 

However, he added: “We 
must differentiate between Sy- 
rian media reactions and sub- 
stantive moves in negotiations. 

“We are on the eve of the 
secretary of state's visit, and 
tiie important exchanges of 
words will be in Damascus 
between President Al Assad 
and Secretary Christopher,” 
he said. 

. Mr. Rabin’s centre-left 
coalition on Wednesday beat 
back an opposition attempt to 
introduce a bill that would 
require a two-thirds majority 
in parliament to approve any 
withdrawal. In a stormy ses- 
sion, the -government won by 
57 votes to 47. 

Mr. Rabinovich said recent 
dosed-door ’talks with Syrian 
delegates in Washington had 


made “beginnings” on com- 
plex security issues and matters 
relating to timetables for a 
possible settlement. 

“We were in a sense prepar- 
ing the ground for a qualitative 
leap in these talks that could be 
reached either by the secretary 
of state or by the leadership of 
the two countries.” 

He said such a leap could 
take place this year if Mr. 
Assad signalled willingness to 
respond to Israeli overtures. 

“We are not asking for him 
to do us a favour,” Mr. Rabi- 
novich said. “The Syrians 
must do this for there to be an 
accord.” 

Mr. Rabin reiterated Tues- 
day that his country is ready to 
pull back from the Golan 
Heights and dismantle Jewish 
settlements there. 

The statement, coming as 
Mr. Rabin concluded tbe for- 
mal part of a four-day visit to 
Russia, provided more evi- 
dence of Israel's wishes to 
move ahead in stalled talks 
with Syria. 

Mr. Rabin told a news con- 
ference that Israel is “ready to 
make painful compromises for 
peace.” 

“In the context of peace, I’m 
ready for a withdrawal on die 
Golan Heights. The geog- 
raphical dimension will be de- 
pendent on the depth of 
peace,” be said. 

“For security reasons, we 
will not vacate settlements. For 
peace, we are ready to do so,” 
'Mr. Rabin added. 


falls 


More expellees, most of them 


Fateh activists, return home 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Eighteen more 
Palestinian expellees headed 
home on Wednesday, raising 
to nearly 130 the number of 
deportees and fugitives 
allowed to return to the occu- 
pied territories by the Israeli 
occupation authorities since 
the beginning of the Middle 
East peace process in 1991. 


Eleven of the aqrcllees, with 
more than 40 family members, 
crossed tbe King Hussein 
Bridge across the River Jordan 
to the West Bank. Seven 
others were expected to enter 
tbe Gaza Strip from Egypt 
through the Rafafa crossing, 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials said. 


Cairo negotiations," said one 
source, referring to tbe 
ongoing Israeli-PLO talks in 
the Egyptian capital on im- 
plementing the Sept. 13 auton- 
omy accoro. 

“Israeli permission for the 
18 and some others came 
through behind-tbe-scene 
channels,” said the source, 
who preferred anonymity. 
“Official PLO lists are formal- 
ly presented in Cairo and Israel 
takes its own time deliberating 
over them." 

“The idea is to increase the 
reach of Fateh in the occupied 
territories ahead of the take- 


term expellees to return home 
m May 1993; most of them 
were pro-PLO activists who 
held official positions — of 
mayors and village council 
leaders — in the occupied ter- 
ritories and expelled after 
1967. 


off of Palestinian autonomy 
said the source. “For obvious 


The group that departed 
from Jordan was seen Off from 


die PLO mission here with a 
gathering kept at a low key in 
reverence to the national 
mourning in Jordan over the 
pasting of Her Majesty Queen 
Zein Al Sharaf. the Queen 
Mother. 


Informed sources said all but 
two of three of the 18 who 
returned on Wednesday were 
membeis of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s mainstream 
Fateh group and that they were 
dealt with special cases under a 
tacit Israel-PLO agreement. 

“Their names were not in 
any of the official lists submit- 
ted by the PLO (hiring the 


reasons, the Israelis are willing 
to go along with the PLO on 
the move.” 

The sources said Israel had 
given permission for 50 expel- 
lees included in the “dozens of 
lists” prepared by the PLO. 
“They should be returning 
home soon,” said another PLO 
source. 

Very few. if any, members 
of PLO factions which oppose 
the autonomy accord were in- 
cluded among those who have 
already returned home. These 
groups mainly include the 
Popular Front for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) and 
the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), the second and third 
largest PLO factions after 
Fateh. 

Israel first allowed 30 long- 


Since then, the Jewish state 
gave permission to 47 other 
expellees and allowed tbe re- 
turn of nearly 30 Palestinians 
who fled the occupied lands to 
evade arrest after the intifada 
erupted in December 1987 
(The return home of more than 
400 Palestinians who were ex- 
pelled to South Lebanon in 
December 1992 and allowed to 
return one year later is not 
included in the count). 

The “fugitives," most of 
whom had sought asylum in 
Arab Maghreb countries, re- 
turned home in fives and 10s in 
the past two weeks. A few 
more remain in Tunis, Sudan, 
Algeria and Libya and they are 
also expected to return borne 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — Nasser 
Fleifel rubbed his eyes in dis- 
belief on Tuesday morning. 
The walls of tbe sinister Ansar 
Q prison where he had served 
time were knocked down over- 
night by Israeli army bulldoz- 
ers. 

“Through our struggle and 
the negotiations we have man- 
aged to destroy this bastille of 
oppress i on,” said foe 26-year- 
old who spent three periods 
inside the walls — 18 days in 
1987, the whole year of 1988, 
and 10 months in 1992. 

“May God allow me to see 
all the bastilles of the occupa- 
tion brought down,” he raid 
looking at the scanned barrels 
of cement which once made up 
the four-metre-bigh outside 
walls of Ansar II. 

The tingle-storey buQdmg, 
once a British army horse 
stables, was used by Swedish 
U.N. forces until foe 1967 Mid- 
dle East war. 

The Israeli army constructed' 
a military base cm tbe site and 
turned certain rooms into pris- 
on cells for Palestinians. 

Bnt when the intifada 
erupted in December 1987, the 
base proved too small. The 
following April, the army 
appropriated surrounding land 
and erected 18 tents each to 
bold up to 35 prisoners. 

Thirty mobile rooms were 
brought in and divided into 112 
cells to bold four men each. 

At the height of the intifada, 
Ansar n held 1,500 Palesti- 
nians, divided into six sections, 
one for foe under 16s. 

Tbe Shin Beth security ser- 
vices who “interrogated” sus- 
pects and tortured most of 
them, according to human 
rights groups, occupied 
another section. 

The old Britisb-buSt stables 
were used as a supply depot. 

But by the end of February 
the last 50 inmates had been 
transferred to prison campg in 
die Naqab desert as Israel and 
the Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) edged towards 
agreement to launch Palesti- 
nian self-rule in die Gaza Strip 
and Jeridbo. 

Israelis called tbe compound 
“Hof,” meaning seafront, and 
foe Palestinians Ansar H, after 
tbe Lebanese village where foe 
Israeli army set up a huge 
detention centre during the i 
1982 invasion. 


The Associated Press identi- 
fied the 11 who crossed to foe 
West Bank on Wednesday as 
Issam Al Qabee, Jamal 
tbara, Mohammad Al 
Moutawer, Jamal Abu Latifi, 
Mohammad Saeed Medyieb, 
Salem Ahmad Breiwish, Otto- 
man Mohammad Dawood, 
Hani Mohammad Hailoub, 
Bahjat Mustafa Al Jayousi, 
Rashid Abu Baker and 
Noureddin AJi Al Jaabari. 


One watebtower still stands 
guard over foe mins. “There 
were 16 like that,” be said. 

The walls have been bull- 
dozed and the tar mac road 
through foe prison dug up. 

“Every stone brings back 
memories for me,” said Sami 
Al Sawafiri, 24, who spent 18 
months there. “Every corner 
has a story to tell.” 

“Ansar H should have been 
turned into a museum to show 
future generations foe suffer- 
ing we have been through,” he 
said. 


“Wc’Hnr not want the 
Israelis to destroy the prison so 
we could keep it as part of our 
history. They did it so as not to 
let the world see how they 
violated human rights,” Mr. 
Sawafiri said. 


Israeli warplanes atta 
Lebanon resistance bs 


MARJAYOUN (AP) — 
Israeli warplanes struck a base 
of resistance-fighters in Smith 
Lebanon on Wednesday as 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher began a new Mid- 
dle East trip to promote Arab- 
Israeli peace. 

Security sources in South 
Lebanon said two fighter- 
bombers fired two missiles into 
foe hills of Mlita in Iqlim Al 
Tufah, a stronghold of Hizbol- 
lah (Party of God). 

There was no immediate re- 
port of casualties in the 2:20 
p.m. (1120 GMT) attack. 

In Israel, an army spokes- 
man confirmed foe raid. He 
said foe planes hit their target 
and returned safely to base. 

The area attacked was under 
Hizbollah’s control and used as 


SLA Hamra outpost in d*eL 


farad has occupied iu Sooth M 
Lebanon since 1985 asii # 
“security zone” against cross-' .- j 
border guerrilla raids. ff. 

The SLA struck back with.* 
howitzers on foe villages of - 
Mansoura, 25eqin and Majddjgg 

7nnn far-ino Hamm ' W 


training bases and launching 
pads for attacks, foe Israeli 


spokesman said. 

The air raid came a few 
hours after Hizbollah guerrillas 
fired five rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and dozens of rounds of 
machinegun fire at a post man- 
ned by foe Israefi-sunogate 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
there were no casualties in the 
early morning attack on foe 


Zoun facing Hamra. . # 

In ensuing exchanges, Israeli J| 
and SLA forces blasted guerrikji 
la positions' facing the ctntr^# 
sector of the “security aamgsR 
with 50 rounds of artilkay; 
tank and rocket fire. & 

Hizbollah guerrillas retrii|g 
ated by firing several Katyusha^- 
rockets on Israeli and SfA" 
positions in the hQls of Sojod, 
Rihan and Chizlan. 

Lebanese and Palestinian 
guerrillas have stepped ^ap- 
attacks on foe SLA in recent 
weeks, killing 17 militiamen 
and wounding 25 atherTih . 
March alone. 


sr 


On Monday two SLA mffi- 
tiamen were hurt in an attack . 
claimed by Hizbollah. f . : y« 
Israel has repeatedly sod- 
that one of its conditions^ 
signing a peace treaty ig&{ 
Lebanon included an agttg|| 
ment by the Lebanese gpwragl 
ment to integrate the SLA^jrami 
foe regular army. 


if* 


NATO 6 alert’ agai 
Serb moves in Bosi 



BRUSSELS (Agencies) — 
The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) said 
Wednesday it was still ready 
to bomb any Bosnian Serb 
weapons found in violation of 
an allied exclusion zone 
around Gorazde and to launch 
air strikes if foe Serbs attacked 
other “safe areas” in Bosnia. 

The United Nations and 
NATO agreed there was no 
immediate need for air strikes 
around Gorazde, since the 
Serbs complied with a NATO 
deadline, which ran out at 0001 
GMT on Wednesday, to with- 
draw heavy weapons at least 20 
kilometres from tbe town, one 
of six mainly Muslim U.N.- 
designated “safe areas'* in Bos- 
nia. 

An alliance spokesman said 
after a meeting of NATO 
ambassadors, who reviewed 
foe latest intelligence informa- 
tion, that there were encourag- 
rng signs tbe "objective of lilt- 
ing the strangulation of 
™*zde has been achieved.” 

“This development gives 
hope for the future. Nonethe- 
less, the alliance emphasises 
jr at die ultimatum remains in 
force and that it will continue 
to monitor the situation with 
the utmost vigilance,” the 
spokesman said. 

hundreds of people have 
t*en killed in the siege of 
Gorazde in recent weeks, 
NATO and the United Nations 
were conducting a “robust re- 
naissance” to make sure 
that all tanks, artillery and 
other heavy weapons had been 
removed. 

If any are discovered, they 
must be removed immediately 
or foey wfll be subject to air 
shakes, foe spokesman said. 

The aljjance, which had 
threatened sweeping air Strikes 
around Gorazde Ind othS 


“safe areaslULfoey are attarip^ 
ed by the Serbs, would -be: - 
watching to see if withdrawn 
weapons were used to lay siege 
to other Muslim areas, NATO 
sources said. 

“The (NATO) council" 
reiterated its determination to 
conduct air strikes in coordina- 
tion with UNPROFOR (the 
U.N. Protection Force) if 
Jjorazde and other safe 
areas... are attacked or exclu- 
sion zones are violated," the 
spokesman said. 

That also indudes foe Bos- 
nian capital Sarajevo, subject 
of a NATO ultimatum in 
February that forced the Serbs 
to withdraw their heavy., 
weapons from around the dityr~ 

The alliance has said it ww 
declare similar 20-kilometrt 
exclusion zones around the 
four other “safe areas" — Tuz- 
la. Zepa, Srebrenica and Bihac 
— if the Serbs even appear to 
threaten them with attack. 

In Geneva, foe Russian and 
French foreign ministers called 
Wednesday on the major 
world powers to act quickly to 
swore an end to the Bosnian 
war and a lasting negotiated 
peace settlement. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and his 
rrernfo counterpart Alain Jup- 
pe said thejr expected the new 
orpiomatic initiative launched . 


• 


Monday with the formation of 
a new four-sided cnntftn nnwm 


a new four-tided contact group 
to coordinate policy on enefing 
tne war in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
to bear fruit by the end of next 
week. 

. European Union (EU), Rus- 
sia, and U.S. representatives 
[rom foe group — which also 
has United Nations input — 
are due Thursday to travel to 
2>ara]eyo and the nearby Bos- 

(Continued on page 5) 










